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FIVE IMPORTANT NOTICES

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires Virginia Commonwealth University to provide “reasonable accommodation” to any individual with medical advice about a physical or mental disability. To receive an accommodation, follow the process outlined at the Disability Support Services website, http://www.students.vcu.edu/dss/.

VCU Honor System: Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Honor System, which makes explicit the university’s principles regarding truth and honesty in academic matters.  Details about the Honor System are available at http://www.provost.vcu.edu/pdfs/Honor_system_policy.pdf.

Student Conduct: Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Student Conduct in Instructional Settings policy, online at http://www.assurance.vcu.edu/Policy%20Library/Faculty%20Guide%20to%20Student%20Conduct%20in%20Instructional%20Settings.pdf.

VCU e-mail is an official method of university communication. Students are responsible for information transmitted this way and should check their accounts daily. VCU’s email policy can be viewed at http://www.ts.vcu.edu/kb/3407.html.

What to Know and Do to be Prepared for Emergencies at VCU.  1. Sign up to receive VCU text messaging alerts (http://www.vcu.edu/alert/notify). Keep your information up-to-date.  2. Know the safe evacuation route from each of your classrooms. Emergency evacuation routes are posted in on-campus classrooms.  3. Listen for and follow instructions from VCU or other designated authorities.  4. Know where to go for additional emergency information (http://www.vcu.edu/alert).  5. Know the emergency phone number for the VCU Police (828-1234).   Report suspicious activities and objects.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES PROVIDED ON MY WEBSITE
Required Texts
Henry James, The Collier's Weekly Version of The Turn of the Screw. 1898. Ed. Peter Beidler. Coffeetown Press, 2010.  ISBN 978-1603810180 

Henry James, The American. 1877.  Ed. William Spengemann. Penguin Classics, 1981.  ISBN 0-14--039082-0

Henry James, Portrait of a Lady. 1881. Ed. Roger Luckhurst. Oxford, 2009.  ISBN 9780199217946
Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer. 1876. Norton, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-393-92603-3
Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn. 1885. University of California Press, 2010.  ISBN 978-0-520-26610-0

Mark Twain, No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger. 1916. University of California Press, 1982.  ISBN 0-520-04545-9
Henry James, “The Art of Fiction,” 1884.  http://public.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/artfiction.html
Henry James, “The Real Thing,” 1892.  https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/j/james/henry/j2r/
Mark Twain, “Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses,” 1895.   http://twain.lib.virginia.edu/projects/rissetto/offense.html
Mark Twain, “The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg,” 1899. https://www.pagebypagebooks.com/Mark_Twain/The_Man_that_Corrupted_Hadleyburg/
Mark Twain, “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” 1865.
http://twain.lib.virginia.edu/projects/price/frog.htm
Henry James, “The Romance of Certain Old Clothes,” 1868. https://americanliterature.com/author/henry-james/short-story/the-romance-of-certain-old-clothes
Recommended

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th edn.

Course DescriptionPRIVATE 

The title of this course, “Turn East, Turn West: Henry James and Mark Twain,” suggests its intriguing nature, focusing on two renowned authors who represent much of the complexity of the American character. We'll alternate throughout the semester—we’ll turn east first with James (1843-1916), and then we’ll turn west with Twain (1835-1910), going back and forth throughout the semester. We'll pause now and then to ask what this or that shows about America. The American character was beginning to be defined during this period, the last part of the 19th century, 
following the Civil War. James turned east, to the old world, Europe; Twain turned west, to the new world, the undiscovered country of the American frontier. Temperamentally, they were very different. Each had a kind of respect for the other, though. They met briefly a few times. James said Twain was “a most excellent pleasant fellow”; Twain said that “if a master—say Henry James—should [approve of a book] I think it would live forever.” Twain’s term “master” gained a life of its own: James has become known as the “master” craftsman of fiction. James started writing early in life and stayed there. Twain, on the other hand, was untrained, spontaneous, and effusive, a "jackleg" novelist (as he said of himself) who came to writing after doing a half-dozen other things, most famously being a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi River. We'll read novels, short stories and literary criticism by each writer. 
Objectives and Methodologytc  \l 1 "
Objectives"
This course examines writings by two major American authors of the post-Civil War period. They wrote during a time when the dominant literary genre was fiction and the new, influential literary theory was realism. Works by our two writers will be studied in their historical, intellectual and aesthetic contexts. Attention will be paid to perspectives on region, race and ethnicity, class and gender, both when they are conspicuous and when they are inconspicuous or absent. Some works include offensive language which will be treated in class carefully and with respect.
The course will largely function as a seminar, students being expected to invariably attend class, be up with the reading and involved in the discussion, give presentations, and conduct research. There will be opportunities for extra-credit class presentations. Besides class participation, which includes attendance and class presentations, the final grade will be determined by a midterm exam, a paper (optional), unannounced quizzes if necessary, and a comprehensive final exam.

Requirements
Attendance is important. Attendance signup sheets will be passed around each class period. Students should explain missed classes beforehand when possible or promptly afterwards for sure (please use e-mail). Though this does not excuse the absence, it shows seriousness about your work in the course. Failure to account for an absence double-jeopardizes the grade. The quality of coursework will suffer if classes are missed (hence, the grade, too).

More than mere attendance is required for a high quality performance, however.  Participation in class discussions is expected. Our class is small enough to keep to a discussion format. That enhances learning. Credit is awarded for good and consistent participation; absences and lack of participation will lower the grade.
The optional writing project for the course will produce a paper, 10-12 pages (not including Title Page and Works Cited) that extends beyond the class discussions and exhibits some originality and intellectual independence regarding our two authors. It may be critical or historical (it may entail research, but that’s not necessary). It is to be presented in the format appropriate for an academic essay in an upper-division English course according to the most recent edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers. The paper may not focus on a work studied in the course. It is to treat some facet of James or Twain or both.  I will have conferences to help you develop your topics. A 125-word statement of your topic is to be submitted in writing within 48 hours following the conference. This will help the paper be of higher quality. The writing (and research, if included) needs to be appropriate in quality and quantity for a course of this level. The due date for the paper is marked on the course outline. Late papers are penalized. Papers must be submitted in print, not electronically.

All of the writings we study or parts thereof are to be read by the day they are assigned. As a policy, missed work cannot be made up except by way of notes from classmates. No laptops or handhelds, etc. in class unless for classwork. No leaving during class. Contact outside of class will be via email.

Student Presentations

Each student, individually or with another, will make a brief oral report accompanied by a handout introducing us to each of the works we’re studying. A format sheet with a set of guidelines will be provided. Though not formally graded, these will be for extra credit to help with the final grade.
Grading

Final course grades will be determined from the midterm, the optional paper, and the comprehensive final, as well as from class participation which includes attendance. Consistent class participation of a high quality including discussion will count favorably; weak class participation will count negatively. Both the midterm and the final will be composed of a combination of short answer (±35%) and essay (±65%).  For the final grade, the midterm will count ±30%; the comprehensive final ±40%; class participation ±30%.  For those opting to write a paper, the midterm (±24%) and the paper (±27%) will count less heavily than the final (±33%); class participation and discussion will count ±16%.

