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The Secret Letter

Created by Amy Casteel

arcastee@henrico.k12.va.us

VS.1g: Interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives

VS.1c: Compare and contrast historical events

VS.7a:  Identifying the events and differences between northern and southern states that divided Virginians and led to secession, war, and the creation of West Virginia.

VS.8a: Identifying the effects of Reconstruction on life in Virginia
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Introduction:
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One rainy Saturday you decided to explore the cracks and crevices of the antique desk your mom just bought from an auction.  On a whim, you pulled out the drawers and looked inside only to find a sheet of paper folded and stuffed in the back of the space where the drawer had been.                           It was yellowed with age and the ink it had been scripted                              with was difficult to read, but after some decoding, you        gasped to acknowledge the truth.  It was written by                                     Jefferson Davis, whom you know as the President of the Confederate States of America during the Civil War.  It stated, “It is over.  The south has won!”  You sat down on the couch, speechless.  Could it be true?                                        Could the history books have been all wrong all these years?  Did the South really win?  How could this be?  Why didn’t anyone know it?  The letter must have been intercepted by a Union general on its way to President Lincoln.






[image: image4.png]



Your mind starts reeling with all the possibilities.  What would have been different if the South had really won? How would history have changed if the letter had not been intercepted and hidden all these years?  Would Virginia still have rejoined the Union?  Who would have been our Presidents?  What about the technological advances made after the Civil War, would they have been so?  Would we still be considered Americans?  What about our economy?  Would we have followed the lead of the North and moved towards an industrialized society, or would we have remained agriculturally based?  And what about slaves?
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Task: Your task is to create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting Virginia in 2004 as it is with what it might have been like in 2004 had the South really been victorious in the Civil War. Use your curiosity for what could have been and your background knowledge of what did happen to complete the diagram.
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Process:
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You will use the following links to Civil War web sites to research Virginia’s economy and population before and after the war.  Pay special attention to the ten years following the war, known as Reconstruction, and the changes that took place.

The answers to the questions below will assist you with your assignment. 

1. What issues led up to the Civil War? Why did Virginia secede?
2. What were some of the major events that took place during the war? 

3. What was the outcome of the war for the North?  The South?  How were the leaders of the North and South affected?  What about individual citizens?  Slaves?
4. What significant Constitutional changes were made? 

5. How did the economy change after the war?  What caused the changes in the economy and did it benefit everyone equally?
6. How did the government change after the war? 

7. How were the peoples' rights affected?  Evaluate people’s rights as they were before the war.  Were they good?  Bad?  What about after the war?  Are people’s rights better or worse?  Do all economic groups have equal rights?
Remember as you research that there are no quick answers to the previous questions.  There are different points of view for many of these issues.  This is time for you to synthesize what you have learned and create possibilities.
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Resources:
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Changes After the Civil War
This has links to great sites discussing significant Constitutional changes, the economy, government, and people’s rights after the Civil War.

The Civil War
Taking a look at the civil rights of the Civil War, and how they had an affect on America

The Civil War
The History Place



This site contains a timeline of the U.S. Civil War with photographs.

Map of Battles
The Ten Costliest Battles of the Civil War
Civil War Battles
The Topic: Civil War
Economic Effects of the Civil War
This site is about South Carolina, but it has a lot of really good information and also pertains to most of the states in the South.

From Revolution to Reconstruction
This site does a good job of telling how the economy changed after the Civil War.

Reconstruction
This site has many links for specific topics after the Civil War

[image: image12.png]P —
4.
s
7
C a
7
e T R T
>





Additional Resource:  You many want to print out this sample Venn Diagram so that as you research you can take notes on important facts to include in your final project.

VENN DIAGRAM

Virginia After the Civil War
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Evaluation:

Your grade will be based on the information you gather while researching these and any other sites and how it is presented.  You will use the information as well as your creative thinking to create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting Virginia in 2004 as it is and how Virginia might have been in 2004 had the South won the war.  Also, while searching for relevant information, be ready to print pictures that back up your Venn diagram to be displayed neatly along side the diagram.  Your final project will be displayed neatly on poster board and will be assessed based on the following rubric.  Please refer to the rubric frequently so that you can achieve the best possible grade.

[image: image14.png]P —
4.
s
7
C a
7
e T R T
>





Assessment Rubric: 
  
  

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content 
	Information is completely accurate, and carefully selected to meet the needs of the project.
	Information is mostly accurate and contains few extraneous details.
	Information is somewhat accurate.  Contains extraneous detail.
	Little or no accurate information is provided.

	Organization
	All materials and information are well organized; clearly and logically presented.
	Most materials and information demonstrate organization, clarity, and logic.
	Some materials and information demonstrate organization or clarity or logic.
	Materials poorly organized with little or no attention to clarity or logic.

	Conventions 
(Spelling, Grammar, 
Punctuation)
	Grammar, spelling and word usage are correct and contribute to clarity and style. 
	Minimal errors in grammar, spelling and word usage.
	Frequent repetitive errors.
	Major errors that interfere with communication.

	Appearance
	Colors, graphics and text are clear and relevant. Layout is easy to follow.
	Colors, graphics and text are easy to read, but could have been used more effectively. 
	Colors, graphics and text are not easy to read. Layout is inconsistent.
	Colors, graphics and text prohibit readability. Layout is cluttered and confusing.

	Graphics
	Graphics are relevant and contribute to the meaning.
	Graphics are relevant but have been used excessively.
	Graphics are confusing and inconsistent.
	Graphics are totally irrelevant.
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Conclusion:

By looking at history we can learn a lot about our present and future.  It is amazing how one event in history can change so much of what is to come.  By completing this project, you have had a chance to think about what might have been if the result of the Civil War had been the opposite.
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