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INTRODUCTION

     In 1783, with the war formally drawing to a close, the Congress faced a wider range of issues...Despite the Congress's continued efforts to improve its effectiveness, many Americans saw the need for a more powerful central authority; the Congress as defined by the Articles of Confederation was too weak to make the states obey congressional mandates.  In 1786, statesmen called for a special convention to revise the Articles -- the Constitutional Convention. 
The Constitutional Convention of 1787 proposed a new constitution establishing a much stronger national government. Although this controversial new Constitution provoked a great deal of resistance, it was eventually ratified by the necessary number of states, replacing the Articles of Confederation as the framework of the United States government.

(To Form a More Perfect Union – Introduction)
THE TASK
You and your partner are reporters for the Virginia Gazette.  You have been sent to Philadelphia to cover the events of the Constitutional Convention.  You are assigned to gain information to help Virginians better understand some of the main issues presented at the Convention, and help them get to know their representatives.  
THE PROCESS


You and your partner will work together to research information on the computer.  You may research together, or each pick certain topics and share information.  However, your finished project will be completed independently as explained below:

1. You will be creating a brochure/newsletter that covers the topics detailed below.  You may create a document on the computer or on paper.  The document must include the following:

a. A Venn diagram comparing the Virginia Plan, the New Jersey Plan, and the Connecticut Plan (or Great Compromise).

b. A chart that details the major weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, and how the Constitution addresses these weaknesses. You must include at least five weaknesses and how they are addressed.

c. An article on one delegate from Virginia.  Include details on the delegate’s childhood, political history, occupation and personal life.
d. Two pictures.  

2. As a reporter, you also keep a personal journal to refer to as needed.  Imagine you have just come from a long day of hunting for facts and important figures outside of the Convention meeting place.  Write a one page journal entry describing your day.  Include who you saw, what they were doing, and any facts you might have overheard.  
Your journal must be at least three paragraphs long.  Don’t forget  about detail and imagery!  Your journal must include:
-two important names to the Convention 

-two facts about the Conventional Convention
-two historical facts about the era

RESOURCES

Use these sites as your research resources.

Diagram and Chart Information
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h371.html 

http://library.thinkquest.org/11572/creation/framing/va_nj_plans.html
http://home.earthlink.net/%7Egfeldmeth/chart.art.html 
http://www.radford.edu/~shepburn/weaknesses_of_the_articles.htm
http://www.lakelandschools.org/lhs/Peters/govt1b.htm 

Sites for Article and Pictures

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/marryvirginia.html
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/constitution/Signers.htm
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/constitution/Const_facts.htm
http://www.ahaimages.com/ca/american/_american_index.html 
http://www.hermes-press.com/completing.htm
* information from any of these sites may be used in journal entry
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EVALUATION
Your grade will be based on a total number of points from the rubrics below. 

Grade/Point Value

A =
45-42
B =   41-38

C =   37-34
D =   33-31
F = 30 and below
Newsletter Rubric

	Activity

	Criteria
	Points


	
	0-1

2-3
4-5
 

Venn diagram complete
Includes only minor points of two or less plans 

Includes major points of two or less plans 

Includes all major points for all three plans 

____

Articles of Confederation Chart complete
Less than five weaknesses given; no chart 

Information in chart form, less than five weaknesses 

Information in chart form; five weaknesses given 

____

Delegate article complete
Poor grammar and spelling; less than 2 required facts 

Proper spelling and grammar; 2 or less required facts 

Proper spelling and grammar; all required facts present 

____

 

 

 

      Total

____



	


Journal Rubric

	 

	Criteria
	Points


	

	0-1

2-3

4-5

 

Organization
Poor organization; not in proper paragraph form, weak sentences

Fair organization; in paragraph form, but sentences are weak 

Good organization; organized paragraphs and strong sentences

____
Accuracy of facts
Four or less required facts; facts inaccurate

Six required facts are present, but not accurate

Journal contains required six accurate facts

____
Completeness of journal
Less than three paragraphs, poor use of detail and imagery

Three paragraphs complete; fair use of detail and imagery

Three paragraphs complete; great use of detail and imagery

____
 

 

 

       Total

____



Participation Rubric
		Criteria
	Points


	

	0-1

2-3

4-5

 

Cooperation and collaboration
Little cooperation with partner; failed to work together as a team and project suffered as result

Some cooperation; some conflict between partners, but work got done

Great cooperation; partners worked well and work got done

____

Responsibility
Little responsibility was taken, as a result work was left incomplete

Some responsibility was taken, but not all of your share of the work was done

Excellent job with taking responsibility for your share of the workload

____

Conflict Resolution
Partners did not work well together and required much teacher intervention

Partners worked together, but did require some teacher intervention

Partners did a great job managing conflicts independently
____

 

 

                Total




CONCLUSION

Through this webquest, you will demonstrate knowledge of SOL USI.7. The student will demonstrate knowledge of challenges faced by the new nation by a) identifying the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and b) identifying the basic principles of the new government established by the Constitution of the U. S.
Consider the following questions.  We will discuss them in class.

What do you think it was like to be a part of the Continental Congress, knowing you are in the midst of making history?

What do you think average Americans thought about what was going on at the time?  What might have shaped their opinions?

How might life be different today if the Continental Congress never existed and Americans continued to follow the Articles of Confederation?

What do YOU think??

Teachers:  This webquest could be further developed to encompass higher level and critical thinking skills.  Suggestions include:

· additional articles or journal features  

· political cartoons or editorials

· role play interviews with delegates from various states
· role play debates among delegates
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http://blackboard.vcu.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab=courses&url=/bin/common/course.pl?course_id=_28088_1
