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USII.5 d) The student will demonstrate knowledge of the social, economic, and technological changes of the early twentieth century by identifying the causes of the Great Depression, its impact on Americans, and the major features of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal.

Designed by

Jennifer Whitaker
whitakerjj@vcu.edu
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Introduction
The Great Depression was a difficult time in our American History. The Great Depression lasted from the end of 1929 until the early 1940’s. The stock market crashed which began the decent into the Great Depression. During the Great Depression the country saw a rapid decline in the production and sale of goods and a sudden, severe rise in unemployment. Businesses and banks closed their doors, farmers fell into bankruptcy, and people lost their jobs, homes, and savings.
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Task
In 1933 President Roosevelt pledged to restore the country to its economic status. You and another class member, chosen by the teacher, have been picked to restore the country to its original economic statues. You are to examine the causes and potential solutions for the Great Depression.
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Process
1. Interview

You are asked to interview a person who lived through the Great Depression. Write a summary of their experience, and how their lives were affected. This can be a relative or a family friend. Try and have two interviews per person. Make a chart comparing their experiences to present day life to use during your presentation to the class. This should help you have a feeling of how life was and hopefully you will receive a few different views.
2.  Price Comparisons

Research the cost of items in the 1930’s and the cost of items today. Include such things as houses, cars and also small items such as bread,   milk, and butter. Also include clothing items, and average annual family income. Make a chart comparing these prices. Have a minimum of six categories and six items in each category. Include illustrations. This should be in poster format.

3. Newspaper

Create a newspaper article that may have been written during the Great Depression. Also try and incorporate pictures of how people were living during the Great Depression. Also in poster format.

4.  Presentation


Create a power point presentation, from your research, of the causes and potential solutions of the Great Depression.

Resources
1. The Great Depression

http://www.42explore2.com/depresn.htm
2. The Great Depression Timeline

http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/connections_n2/great_depression.html


3. The Great Depression Begins


http://campus.northpark.edu/history/WebChron/World/GreatDepress.CP.html


4. Then and Now Prices



http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-15481_19268_20778-52530--,00.html
5. The Great Depression News

http://www.sos.state.mi.us/history/museum/explore/museums/hismus/1900-              75/depressn/index.html


6. The Wall Street Crash and the Depression

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/usa/6wallstreetcrashanddepressionrev1.shtml

Evaluation
	

	The Great Depression WebQuest Rubric
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Whitaker


	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Conduct an Interview of someone who lived during the Great Depression
Interviewed 1 person Chart gave minimal info about Great Depression
Interviewed 2 people Chart gave information but still lacked a lot. 
Interviewed 3 people Chart gave information but still left unanswered questions
Interviewed 4 people Chart was through with comparisons of the different interviews. Interviews very through. 
____
Create a chart comparing prices during the Great Depression and now.
No graphics on chart. Not visually appealing. Chart had 3 or less categories with 3 or less items in each category.
No graphics on chart and had less that 4 categories with 4 or less items in each category.
Chart visually appealing but missing graphics. Created 5 categories with less than 6 items in each category.
Chart visually appealing with graphics created 6 categories or more with 6 items or more in each category.
____
Create a Newspaper article which would have run during the Depression and addressed and issue that occurred  during the Depression.
No Graphics. Article did not address an issue that happened during the Depression. More than 4 spelling and grammar errors.
No graphic. Article did not address an issue that happened during the Depression. More than 3 spelling or grammar errors.
Graphic from Depression. Article about an issue during Depression. Two or less spelling or grammar errors.
Article contained graphic from Depression. Article about an issue during Depression. No grammar or spelling errors. 
____
Present a Power Point Presentation from research conducted on causes and potential solutions of the Great Depression.
Presentation included 2 or less causes and solutions of Great Depression. Multiple Grammar and spelling errors. Historically incorrect info. Not visually appealing.
Presentation gave 3 or less causes and potential solutions to the Great Depression. Multiple spelling and grammar errors. 
Presentation gave four or less causes and potential solutions of the Great Depression. Multiple spelling and grammar errors.
Power point presentation gave 6 or more causes and potential solutions to the Great Depression. Included graphics with no spelling and grammar errors. Visually appealing
____
Worked well in a group setting.
Unable to work with others in a group, not willing to share info, did not contribute to the final presentation or other projects.
Contributed little information of help to the group.
Worked with others. Contributed to projects. Minimal contributions during discussion periods.
Worked well with others. Contributed to all final projects. Contributed many times during discussions.
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
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Conclusion

You hopefully now have a greater appreciation for the generation that lived during the Great Depression and have a greater understanding of the causes of the Great Depression. 


Credits & References

1. The Great Depression WebQuest

http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://www.richmond.edu/%7Eed344/webquests/lewisclark/
2. Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? Webquest

    http://www.hazelwood.k12.mo.us/~cdavis01/webquests/kmw/
3. Picture of soup kitchen
 http://www.ssa.gov/history/acoffee.html
4. Pictures of Depression

http://content.lib.washington.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOOP=adv&CISORESTMP=%2Fsite-         templates%2Fsearch_results-sub.html&CISOVIEWTMP=%2Fsite-templates%2Fitem_viewer.html&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail%2CA%2C1%3Btitle%2CA%2C1%3Bsubjec%2CA%2C0%3Bdescri%2C200%2C0%3B0%2CA%2C0%3B10&CISOBIB=title%2CA%2C1%2
