

                                        


”Economic Life in the New World:

     Work or No Eat”
Social Studies US1.5b:
To explain how the people of colonial America used the
 natural resources of their region to earn a living 

Designed By: Lara Brooks
labrooks@henrico.k12.va.us
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 THE INTRODUCTION:
After a month of raging fevers and the bloody fluxes, you have managed to survive “The Seasoning”.  You have now acclimated to the climate of the New World.  However, your supplies, provided by the Virginia Company of London, are diminishing.  What should you do next?  You need to get a job in order to earn money and purchase necessary supplies.  What are some viable trade items?  How could you procure the supplies needed to establish a working farm or artisan shop?  These are some of the questions that you will answer as you explore: “Economic Life in the New World – Work or No Eat”.
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 THE TASK:
To begin, you will research the economic conditions in Jamestown from 1617-1637.  This data will provide you with the background knowledge needed to create a flowchart; depicting the steps needed to establish an economic venture in the New World, as well as a living history oral presentation of your final product.
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THE PROCESS:
Day 1:
· Explore the Background Data Resources.  Create a list, on loose-leaf paper, of available natural resources and the possible cash crops, trade goods, and services that could be rendered.
Day 2 and 3:
· Decide on an economic venture that you, in colonial times, would have liked to undertake.
· Research this venture by exploring the appropriate resources: cash crops, trade goods, or services.  Take notes, on index cards, about the natural resources used as well as the space requirements, overhead supplies, packaging supplies, transportation requirements, and marketing supplies.
Day 4 and 5:
· Using your notes, create a flow chart that illustrates the steps needed to establish your chosen economic venture.  Present the steps in sequential order from the creation of the “job” to the selling of the produced good or service.  Make sure the chart includes at least 10 steps.  You may use the following programs to create your flowchart: Kidspiration, Microsoft Word, or HyperStudio.
Day 6:
· Create a sign that will serve to advertise your new job.  Make sure your sign includes at least one colored visual as well as words.  Make your rendering no larger than 8.5” by 11”.
Day 7 and 8:
· Prepare a first person oral presentation, where you will tell your audience fictional background information about yourself, your job and your good/service.  Make your presentation enticing; in order, to encourage the audience to purchase your good or service.  The presentation should be at least 3 minutes long but no longer than 5 minutes.
Day 9:
· Present your presentation in a “Freeze Frame” setting, where you are frozen in an action position in front of your sign with one prop.  The audience will “activate” you by reading your sign aloud.  You will then unfreeze and begin your living history oral presentation.
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 RESOURCES:
Colonial Economic Background Data:

http://www.tobacco.org/History/Jamestown.html#aa3
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~cescott/colonial.html
http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/socialstudies/projects/jvc/overview.html
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/jamestown.htm
Cash Crops:

http://www.apva.org/history/jrolfe.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/TobaccoHistory.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/TobaccoCultivation.html
Trade Goods:

http://www.apva.org/ngex/xtrade.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/Glassmak.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/FlaxProd.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/SilkProd.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/Tanning.html
http://www.nps.gov/colo/Jthanout/PotProd.html
Services:

http://www.apva.org/ngex/xwrkplay.html
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/OakViewES/cassella/virginia/history/jamestown/
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/census1.html
Jamestown the Town:

http://www.apva.org/ngex/town.html
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  THE EVALUATION:
Your final grade will consist of two parts: the flowchart and the “Freeze Frame” oral presentation.  The rubrics are provided below for each of the components.
	Short Pump Elementary
Jamestown Occupation Flowchart
Name: ________________________

Teacher: Lara Brooks
Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________

 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

The flowchart addresses the following components: natural resources, space, supplies, packaging, transportation, and marketing.
0 Points 
All 6 components missing
20 Points
 3-4 components missing
40 Points 
1-2 components missing
60 Points 
0 components missing
The flowchart is created in a logical sequential order.
0 Points 
No sequential order 
5 Points 
Some sequential order 
10 Points 
Logical Sequential Order

The flowchart has detailed steps, which could be easily replicated.
0 Points 
Could not be replicated
10 Points 
Could somewhat be replicated
20 Points 
Could easily be replicated
The flowchart is neat, organized and easily read.
0 Points 
Not neat, organized and easily read
5 Points 
Somewhat neat, organized and easily read
10 Points
 Very neat, organized and easily read
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____
Teacher Comments:



	Short Pump Elementary

	Jamestown Occupation Oral Presentation

	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Lara Brooks


	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

The presentation includes the following components: a sign and at least one prop.
0 Points

2 components missing
10 Points

1component missing
20 Points 
0 components missing
The presentation is thorough with a personal introduction and an occupational description.
0 Points 
2 components missing 
20 Points 
1component missing
40 Points 
0 components missing
Oral Presentation Skills: Volume, Pace, and Expression
0 Points

3 components missing
10 Points 
2 components missing
20 Points 
1 component missing
40 Points 
0 components missing
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:






  THE CONCLUSION:
By completing this WebQuest, you have learned about how the early colonists used their natural resources to create a viable economic venture in Jamestown.  Now, you may want to ask yourself these additional questions:

· Do you think that The Virginia Company of London could have better prepared for the economic prosperity of their new settlement, Jamestown?  
Research = Census Records – Ship Supply Logs - Charters
· Why did the settlers struggle to establish viable trade routes? Research = Sea Currents – Trade Route Data

· Money was important for purchasing supplies, but what else was important?

Research = Economic Backers


Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004
