
Virginia Indians 

Make an Exhibit for the Smithsonian Museum

United States History to 1877

Identify and interpret primary and secondary source documents to increase understanding of events and life in United States history. (USI.1a)

Interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives. (USI.1d)

Analyze and interpret maps. (USI.1f)

Describe how the American Indians (First Americans) used their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter. (USI.3b)
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INTRODUCTION



You work at the Smithsonian, the most popular museum in Washington D.C.  The museum wants to have an exhibit on Virginia Indians, focusing especially on the Powhatan.  Your group will design this exhibit.

THE TASK




Your group will select 5 historical items to display.  These can include maps, paintings, and drawings that depict life among the Powhatan people.  Each object in your exhibit must be described with a caption (see example below).  Your exhibit must include a map.

THE PROCESS




Getting ready

1. Form a group of five students (including yourself).

2. Decide who will find a map and write a caption about it.

3. The other students in the group will find either a painting or a drawing and write a caption for each.

4. Print out the caption template [attached]

Gather information

1. Use these websites to find items for your exhibit:

· Virtual Jamestown – Index of Paintings and Engravings
· Early Images of Virginia Indians
· Map: John Smith’s 1612 Map
· Map: Map of Virginia, 1630
· More maps: Virtual Jamestown–The Original Maps
2. Print out the image you will write about.  Make sure you copy down information about the item (see step 3 below).

3. Print out the caption template and fill in the required information in pencil.  Use the information on the web page you visit.  You will type a caption sheet later.

(Continued on next page)

(Continued)

Writing the captions

1. Collect key data about your item (title, date, artist, source book, web address)

2. Describe the picture in your own words (3-5 sentences)

3. What other interesting details about the item did you find on the web page?  List some of them.

4. Read your caption.  Check your spelling!

5. After your group has completed all of these steps, have a writing conference to improve your captions.

Build the exhibit

1. Type your caption using the template provided.  Check your spelling and grammar again.  Print it.

2. Mount your picture and caption on poster board.

3. Collaborate with your group on a title for your exhibit.  Make a sign or banner.

4. Tape your exhibit to the wall in the hall outside the classroom.

5. Get ready for your classmates.  They are the museum visitors!   
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RESOURCES




This information is also listed in the “process” section above.

· Virtual Jamestown – Index of Paintings and Engravings
· Early Images of Virginia Indians
· Map: John Smith’s 1612 Map
· Map: Map of Virginia, 1630
· More maps: Virtual Jamestown–The Original Maps  




“The Abduction of Pocahontas”

EVALUATION




This rubric shows how students will be graded. Writing will be graded individually. Exhibit quality and teamwork will be a group grade.

	
	Accomplished [3]
	Developing [2]
	Beginning [1]
	Score

	Grammar and spelling
	Very few spelling or grammar mistakes. 
	Some spelling and grammar mistakes.  


	Many spelling and grammar mistakes.  


	

	Content
	Caption descriptions are clear.

3-5 sentences of description.

Extra effort made to include additional details about the item.


	Caption descriptions are satisfactory.

At least 3 sentences of description.


	Minimal attempt to describe the item.
	

	Exhibit quality
	5 items in exhibit.

Map included.

Banner or sign with title.

All exhibit pieces arranged with care.
	5 items in exhibit.

Map included.

No sign.  Satisfactory arrangement. 
	Items missing.

Messy arrangement.
	

	Teamwork
	Student completed their part of the exhibit and worked with the group without major conflicts.


	Student completed their part of the exhibit but had conflicts with the group.


	Student did not complete their part of the exhibit and had conflicts with their group.


	


CONCLUSION




Congratulations!  Your exhibit is a hit!  There is a line around the block to get in!  

After the exhibit is over, collect everyone’s images and captions to make a book.  Did some students select the same items?  Did they describe them the same way?  What are some other topics that would make good exhibitions?

CREDITS & REFERENCES

Virginia Department of Historic Resources [http://state.vipnet.org/dhr/]

The Virginia Department of Historic Resources fosters, encourages, and supports the stewardship of Virginia's significant historic, architectural, archaeological, and cultural resources.

Virginia Historical Society [http://www.vahistorical.org/]

Founded in 1831, the Virginia Historical Society collects, preserves, and interprets the commonwealth's past for the education and enjoyment of present and future generations.

Virtual Jamestown [http://www.virtualjamestown.org/]

The Virtual Jamestown Archive is a digital research, teaching and learning project that explores the legacies of the Jamestown settlement and "the Virginia experiment."

Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004

Caption Template

	Title


	Replace this text with the title of your item.



	Maker


	Replace this text with the name of the person that made the image.



	Date


	Replace this text with the date the image was produced.



	Book or source


	Replace this text with the title of book or other source the item came from.



	Web address


	Replace this text with the web address where you found the item.



	Description


	Replace this text with 3-5 sentences describing the item in your own words.



	Additional details
	Replace this text with a list of interesting details or facts related to your item.
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