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INTRODUCTION

THE REPORTER

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!  

Student Council Demands More School Holidays

Word has it that the ACME Middle School’s Sixth Grade Student Council Association is fed up with the school calendar.  They are demanding immediate change.  The Reporter was there earlier this week to record the massive meeting in the middle school auditorium. 

“Sure, Martin Luther King, Jr. did a great job influencing American behavior toward African-Americans, but we are ready to celebrate some other great African-American accomplishments,” shouts Sam Smith, SCA President.  “We have been ignoring so many other holidays!  What about Ruby Bridges Day or Tiger Woods Day?  Doesn’t anybody care about them?  Okay, so maybe we won’t get to stay home on our holiday, but the Language Arts teacher has agreed to a Movie Day for the holiday of our choosing.  The only condition is that we have to celebrate an African-American who has had great influence on American history.  The problem is which day should it be?  I’m calling upon you, sixth graders, to help make that decision.”  

The sixth graders exit shouting, “We want change! We want change!  We want change!”

Be sure to check out next week’s edition of The Reporter to find out how this story ends.
THE TASK

You voted for him, now you have heard him!  Sam Smith, our SCA President, is calling upon his sixth-grade constituents to help him change the school calendar.  Doesn’t the idea of one more school holiday sound great to you?  The task is easy!  All you have to do is help Sam choose a great African-American to celebrate by doing a little research.  The fun part is that we will be researching African-Americans from very different times and parts of society.  Sure hope you are ready to help out Sam, after all, you can’t expect him to do it all.  He is a busy man making decisions for the WHOLE sixth grade.
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It’s your civic duty to help out Sam.  This is what you will do to help your school:

· Join a consulting team (The teacher will assign team members).

· Each team will draw out of a box for the African-American they will be researching.

· Print out a copy of the report form.  Individually, you must research and fill out the report form on the person your team has been assigned.  You must also decide on the date to choose as your holiday.  Why is this date important?  Is it his/her birthday?  Did he/she do something great on this day?  Once your report form has been completed, use your notes and information to write a two-page double-spaced essay on your person.

· Once you have researched your areas, you will present your findings to your consulting team.  Remember that each of you may have a different opinion or view of what is important about this person and by sharing ideas you can draw from others’ information to help build your case for the next step. 

· Together with your team, you will prepare for a 3-5 minute presentation.  The purpose of your presentation is to persuade or convince your audience (your other classmates) that your person’s accomplishments deserve to be celebrated as a holiday.  Each team member must participate in the presentation.  Within your team decide on the information that will be shared and assign a bit to each person.

· In addition to the presentation, each team member must design a one-page poster to campaign or advertise for your group’s person.  You want everyone to vote for your person!  The posters will be displayed in the classroom before the election takes place.

· Finally, an election will take place.  Certainly if every team voted for their own person there would be a five-way tie!  So, guess what.  You may not vote for your own person, you may only vote for the person of another team.  Bummer, huh?  Well, there’s a twist!  If your team’s holiday receives the winning votes as the new school holiday each member of your team earns a quiz grade of 100.  A freebie!  Does it get any better than that?  (Don’t forget to thank your SCA President . . . he worked hard to negotiate that one!)  So, that means you need to work extra hard on presenting the facts about this person in a way that is persuasive to your audience.

RESOURCES

African-Americans Who Made a Difference

	Hank Aaron

(Sports)
	· http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/hofers_and_honorees/hofer_bios/aaron_hank.htm
· http://darter.ocps.net/classroom/who/darter2/haaron.html
· http://www.allperson.com/allperson/legend/0000002673.asp
· http://www.pe.net/~jnes/jnesf5.html
· http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/baseball/mlb/news/1999/04/08/aaron_transcript/
· http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/archive/speech_1.html
· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=70019


	George Washington Carver

(Inventions)
	· http://afgen.com/carver.html
· http://afgen.com/carver2.html
· http://www.allsands.com/History/People/georgewashingto_yue_gn.htm 

· http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa041897.htm?once=true&
· http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa041897photos.htm
· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=34877
· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=78725


	Rosa Parks

(Civil Rights)
	· http://afgen.com/parks.html
· http://afgen.com/rosapark.html
· http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0pro-1
· http://afroamhistory.about.com/library/weekly/aa091701a.htm
· http://afroamhistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.tsum.edu/museum/parksbio.htm
· http://afroamhistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.time.com/time/time100/heroes/profile/parks01.html
· http://afroamhistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.greatwomen.org/profs/parks%5Fr.php
· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=105878


	General Colin Powell

(Politics)
	· http://afgen.com/colin_powell.html
· http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/1349.htm
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/barrier/powellchat/transcript.htm
· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=108149
· http://www.hrh.ch/whoiswho/cpowell.html
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/barrier/powellchat/bio.htm
· http://www.gale.com/free_resources/bhm/bio/powell_c.htm


	Maya Angelou

(Literature)
	· http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=72039
· http://www.wic.org/bio/mangelou.htm
· http://www.mayaangelou.com/
· http://www.mayaangelou.com/ShortBio.html
· http://aalbc.com/authors/maya.htm
· http://www.nwhp.org/tlp/biographies/angelou/angelou_bio.html
· http://www.iisd.org/50comm/panel/pan04.htm


EVALUATION

Your project grade will be based on four aspects:  Team Work, Essay, Oral Presentation, and Poster.  Review the rubric carefully for grading specifics before beginning the process.

CONCLUSION

THE REPORTER
Sixth Graders Answer to Sam Smith’s Call for Help

Sam Smith is proud to be part of the sixth grade class at ACME Middle School.  When he needed help from his sixth grade constituents they rose to the challenge.  Here is what he had to say to his fellow classmates during a celebration rally earlier this week.  

“Did you know that by just being a citizen you could have so much voice and power in what takes place around you?  By completing this process you have learned how to analyze, interpret and draw conclusions about significant African-Americans who have helped shape American life.  In the process, you have learned about civic duty, public speaking, and persuasive advertising.  Way to go guys!  To top it all off, you get to add one more holiday to your school calendar to celebrate! Remember, next September, vote Sam Smith for SCA President!  Enjoy your extra day off . . . you deserve it.”

CREDITS & REFERENCES

www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.

African-Americans Who Made a Difference
 Report Form
Name of person__________________________
Date of birth __________ 
Still living?  Y_____ N _____ 

Date of death__________

Why is this person considered a famous African-American? List 5 FACTS about your person.  Focus on his/her actions or behaviors that helped influence American life. 

























Look at your facts above, HOW have these actions or behaviors changed or affected American History in a positive way? 























Which day do you choose to celebrate? – (month and day)



Why did you choose this day?  Is it his/her birthday?  Did he/she do something special on this day?
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