EXPLORING POETRY

ENGLISH
SOL 5.2 – Plan oral presentation

SOL 5.5 – Read a variety of literary forms, including poetry

SOL 5.7 – Write for a variety of purposes

Cindy Baxter
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INTRODUCTION:  Are you a poet?  Don’t you just know it? If you realized that rhymed, you are ready to spread your wings and learn more about the different styles of poetry. You will be exploring, creating, and even reciting poetry. 

TASK:  You will design your own poetry book using the criteria established below.  Your poetry book will include 20 poems. You will find ten appealing poems, and you will create ten poems.  In addition, you will be constructing a poetry booklet including these poems and illustrations.  Take time to browse through the samples in our classroom.

[image: image3..pict]PROCESS:  Each found and created poem must cover each of the following topics.  Find poems that appeal to you.  Type each poem including the author’s name and the source (the book or website where you found it ).
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At least 8 of your created poems must follow the following poetry forms.

1. Cinquain

 2.  Diamente (Diamond shaped)

3. Limerick
             4.  Acrostic

5.  Haiku                       6.  “I Wish” or “If I Were in Charge” poem

7.  Autobiographical      8.  Ononatopoeia (Sound Poem)

9.  Simile Poetry
        10.  Metaphor Poetry

11. Free Verse            12.  Couplets

13. Concrete Poem


I hope you will enjoy investigating poetry with me. Each day we work on poetry in class, I will share a different style and explain the format. Please bring in your favorite poems and poetry books to share with the class.

Resources:

You may use poetry books from our class and the library. Your handout gives you the format and example of each type of poem. The following websites are also valuable resources for finding many types of poems and for generating ideas.

Finding Rhyming Words –  This site allows you to find a word which rhymes with the word you enter.

Rhyming  - This site tells you how to make your poems rhyme and also how to make them funny.

Different Poem Styles
Acrostic, cinquains, onomatapoeia, emotion, and “If I..” poems can be found here. 

Compose your own poem using a fun format.  Go to verse composer in the music room.

Writing a funny poem                                            

LIBRARY – Find lots of different types of poems.


Conclusion: 

Poetry can opens up new worlds for you.  It allows you to express your thoughts and feelings in a special way.  I hope not only did you find your talent for writing and reciting poetry, but that you enjoyed reading poems by a wide variety of poets.

Credits and References:

Many of the ideas for this poetry unit were created by the fifth grade team of teachers at Nuckols Farm Elementary School, Henrico County Public Schools.

POETRY BOOKLET EVALUATION

STUDENT NAME____________________DATE_____________

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	TASKS:

  _____
	All areas of the tasks were addressed and handled in an excellent manner with a high degree of skill and thought.
	At least one area of the tasks was not addressed. The project was done well and showed considerable skill and thought.
	At least two areas were not addressed.  Otherwise, the project was nicely composed.
	The task was incomplete with 3 or more components missing.

	SELECTION OF POEMS:

  _____
	Poems selected showed quality and a wide variety of poets
	Poems selected showed quality but not a wide variety.
	Poems were limited in quality and variety.
	The booklet had a poor selection of poems.

	Process:

Originality
_______
	The ideas expressed in the booklet show a high degree of originality.
	The ideas expressed in this booklet are mostly original.
	The ideas expressed in this booklet demonstrate a low degree of originality.
	There were no original ideas expressed in this project.

	Grammar, Font, and Spelling                       


	The final booklet was free of grammar, spelling, and formatting errors.
	The final booklet had 1-2 errors related to grammar, spelling, or formatting.
	The final booklet had 3-5 errors related to grammar, spelling, or formatting.
	The final booklet had major grammar, spelling, and formatting errors.

	TOTAL:
	
	
	
	


NUCKOLS FARM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ORAL PRESENTATION - Mrs. Baxter’s class

Student name: _________________ Date___________________

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Points

	Body Language
	Movements seemed fluid and helped the audience visualize.
	Made movements or gestures that enhanced articulation.
	Very little movement or descriptive gestures
	No movement or descriptive gestures
	

	Eye contact
	Holds attention of entire audience with the use of direct eye contact.
	Consistent use of directs eye contact with audience.
	Displayed minimal eye contact with audience.
	No eye contact with audience.
	

	Voice:
	Use of fluid speech and inflection-maintains interest of audience.
	Satisfactory use of inflection but does not consistently use fluid speech.
	Displays some level of inflection throughout delivery.
	Consistently uses a monotone voice.
	

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL:
	


P-O-E-T-R-Y


Poetry, Poetry


Rah, Rah, Rah!





You will also need to include:


1. Title Page


2. Table of Contents


3. Biography of the author (That means YOU!)


4. Illustrations on each page


5. Title and authors on each page for each poem


6.  Note your source for each found poem. Most of this project will be completed in class.  However, it is your job to use your time wisely.  If you do not, you may find yourself having to complete this project on your own time at home. 








Your created poems much follow at least 8 of the following forms.


1. Nature                 2. Emotion/Feeling


3. Food                   4. Holiday


5. History                6. Family 


7. Season	             8.  Virginia poem


9. Fun/Fancy         10.  Your choice (classify topic)





Evaluation:


You will be evaluated using the following rubrics.  Note that you will be evaluated for both your poetry booklet and reciting your poem.  Please review the rubric to make sure you are closely following the guides.











