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INTRODUCTION

“I think that I shall never see

A poem lovely as a tree”

From “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer

There are “budding” poets in our little “garden” of the world.  There are also, other “gardeners/poets” who have already “planted, nurtured and grown” their own poems and watched them blossom and flourish.

TASK
Your task, working with your gardening buddy, is to “plant, nurture and grow” a “poet-tree”.  Clever, huh?  Let me explain using our gardening and poetry terms.  You and your buddy will explore websites “harvesting” poems already “grown” from various authors.  There will be specific types of poetry you will have to harvest:  HAIKU, CINQUAIN, LIMERICKS, AND FREE VERSE.
You will also produce your own poem grown from one of these types of poetry that you will read more about.







      
PROCESS
1. You will research and learn about the following varieties of poems: HAIKU, CINQUAIN, LIMERICKS, AND FREE VERSE.

2. You will read a variety of colorful poems from the resources provided.  The resources will describe how each of these poems are written.  Pay attention closely to the differences!

3. Next, you will select from the “garden” of choices, 1 selection from EACH variety to “flourish” on your tree.  That means you will select 4 poems (1 each of Haiku, Cinquain, Limerick and Free Verse) from other gardener/poets.
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4. Then, you and your buddy will choose the variety of poem that interests you the most.  Working together, you will “plant, nurture and grow” a “flourishing” poem of your own making sure you follow the steps for your variety of poetry.
5. Your final product is to produce a “poet-tree” with your selection of poems.  There should be a total of 5 poems—4 that you found interesting from other authors.  There should be one each from the Haiku, Cinquain, Limericks and Free Verse styles.  Your 5th poem will be one you and your buddy have written together from one of the above poetry styles.  Your poems will be the “branches” on your tree.
All poems must be typed and formatted correctly. You MUST include the author’s name on any poem you select.  You will be given a choice of supplies to create and grow your “poet-tree”. 

Use your imagination and creativity to make it a “flourishing” tree.  No “wilting” or just “budding” trees allowed!  Keep in mind that a “poet-tree” grows best with proper care, time, and patience!
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RESOURCES
The following are links to websites where you will research your Poet-tree.  Happy searching!
HAIKU
http://volweb.utk.edu/Schools/bedford/harrisms/haiku.htm
http://www.schoolworld.asn.au/poetry/haiku1.html
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetryclass/Haiku.html
CINQUAIN
http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/classrooms/amy/algebra/5-6/activities/poetry/cinquain.html
http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/poetry/cinquain.html
http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/poetry5.html
LIMERICK

http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/poetry/limerick.html
http://gigglepoetry.com/poetryclass/limerickcontesthelp.html
http://members.aol.com/pwalter530/limericks.html
FREE VERSE

http://volweb.utk.edu/Schools/bedford/harrisms/lesson.htm
GENERAL/POEMS

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://gardenofsong.com/kidzpage/
http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/school_bell/language_arts/poetry/
http://poetry4kids.com
RHYMING DICTIONARY

http://www.poetry4kids.com/rhymes


CONCLUSION

I hope you are inspired both to read and “grow” poetry!  Poetry is a “tree” that I hope will take “root” in your love for literature.  You have worked hard!

For EXTRA CREDIT, you may memorize one of your poems on your Poet-Tree and present it to the class.

CREDITS AND REFERENCES

I reviewed a lot of webquests mostly from the following sites:

http://www.people.vcu.edu/~cjbaedke/webquest.html
http://annettelamb.com/42explore/poetry.htm
EVALUATION
You will be graded by the following rubric with the grading system below:
18-20 pts.  A;  14-17 pts.  B;  10-13 pts.  C;  6-9 pts.  D; 1-5 pts.  F
	

	GROWING A POET-TREE
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Whitener


	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

SELECTION OF PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN POEMS
       WILTING

Poems selected were from only 1 variety outlined
BUDDING   Poems selected were from only 2 varieties outlined
BLOOMING Poems selected were from only 3 varieties outlined
FLOURISHING Poems selected were from the 4 varieties outlined
____
SELECTION OF WRITTEN POEM
WILTING           Poem is poorly written, not original, or has 5 or mistakes in the pattern selected
BUDDING     Poem is adequately written, original, but has 3-4 mistakes in the pattern selected
BLOOMING Poem is nicely written, original, but has 1-2 mistakes in the pattern selected
FLOURISHING Poem is well-written, original and follows the pattern selected
____
ORIGINALITY AND CREATIVITY
WILTING              The Poet-tree shows a poor degree of creativity and quality of workmanship
BUDDING       The Poet-tree shows an average degree of creativity and quality of workmanship
BLOOMING   The Poet-tree shows good degree of creativity and quality of workmanship
FLOURISHING The Poet-tree shows a high degree of creativity and quality of workmanship
____
GRAMMAR AND SPELLING
WILTING              The Poet-tree has 5 or more spelling , grammar, or formatting errors
BUDDING       The Poet-tree has 3-4 spelling , grammar, or formatting errors.
BLOOMING   The Poet-tree has 1-2 spelling , grammar, or formatting errors. 
FLOURISHING The Poet-tree is free of spelling , grammar, or formatting errors. 
____
COLLABORATION
WILTING

Each member did a poor job of cooperating, taking responsibility, and resolving conflict             
BUDDING    

Each member did an adequate job of cooperating, taking responsibility, and resolving conflict
BLOOMING 

Each member did a good job of cooperating, taking responsibility, and resolving conflict.
FLOURISHING

Each member cooperated, took responsibility, and resolved conflict
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____
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