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INTRODUCTION

The first permanent settlement in America almost did not succeed.  For many reasons, the first settlers in Jamestown had an extremely rough beginning.  Could a more careful and well thought-out plan have prevented some of the hardships the settlers faced?  
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THE TASK

Let’s go back in time to the year 1606.  Your group has been hired by the Virginia Company of London to plan the new settlement in America.  You must carefully and thoughtfully plan the settlement from the location pf the settlement to how things will be done once the first settlers arrive.  You will do all of this by first researching the successes and failures of the real Jamestown settlement and deciding how things should be done differently to avoid some of the problems the early settlers faced.  You must submit your proposal (plan) to the Virginia Company of London for approval before your plan can be put into action.
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THE PROCESS

First, you must research Jamestown and find answers to the questions on the “Points to Ponder” worksheet.  These questions will serve as a guide for you as you determine the problems Jamestown settlers faced in the early years of the settlement. Now you can decide how you can prevent at least some of those problems from occurring in the settlement that you plan.  You can print out this worksheet by clicking on File, then clicking on Print, and choosing to print page number 4.

Second, you must write a paragraph of at least 10 sentences explaining why the Jamestown settlers suffered such hardships in the beginning.  Use the results of your research and your Points to Ponder page to help guide your writing.  

Third, you must write a proposal to the Virginia Company of London for the settlement you have planned.  This should be in paragraph form and give the details of the settlement plan.  You will need to identify the location of the settlement (must be in Virginia) and your reasons for choosing that location; when you will send the settlers to America (What time of year?); who you will send over to America; any training or preparation you will provide the settlers before they begin their voyage over; what supplies you will send with the settlers to start out and a schedule for more supplies to be sent over after the settlers arrive in Virginia; and a plan for settlers to follow if they should encounter people already in the area where they choose to settle.
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Points to Ponder

What time of year did the first settlers arrive in Jamestown?

How did that affect the settlers?

What is the “starving time”?

Why were the settlers not prepared for that first winter?

Who came over on the first 3 ships that reached Jamestown in 1607?  What types of occupations, men, women, children, etc?

What skills did these first settlers lack that were needed?

When did women arrive in Jamestown?

How would women have been helpful to the new settlement earlier?

Where in Virginia did settlers settle?  Don’t write Jamestown.  That’s just the name they called it.  Describe the location geographically.  

How did the Powhatan Indians affect the Jamestown settlement?  Remember to list the positive ways which were helpful as well as the negative ways which were not helpful.

After researching and reviewing the Jamestown settlement, how will you plan for the new settlement?  What will you do differently?  Is there anything you will do the same?

You may need to use a separate piece of paper to organize and outline your thoughts for your proposal.


RESOURCES
http://look.net/gunstonelem/GunstonElemF/Jamestown.html
http://www.apva.org/history/vaco.html
http://www.apva.org/history/orig.html
http://www.jamestowne.org/Survive.htm
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us./OakViewES/cassella/virginia/history/jamestown

At this website, you can also click on first-hand accounts of settlers 


and read about their experiences in the early settlement.

http://www.tobacco.org/History/Jamestown.html
http://www.virtualschool.edu/mon/SocialConstruction/Jamestown.html
http://www.beyondbooks.com/ush72/2c.asp
http://ab.mec.edu/jamestown/jamestown.html
EVALUATION

Your work on this project will be evaluated using a rubric.  The rubric will break down your project into 3 main parts: 

The Research: I will use your Points to Ponder worksheet to evaluate your research efforts.

The Paragraph on Jamestown Hardships: I will be looking for a well-written paragraph of at least 10 sentences that explains the problems Jamestown settlers faced and the reasons for those problems.

The Proposal:  I will be looking for a well-written proposal written in paragraph form that outlines your plan for a new settlement in Virginia.  See the Process section for details on what to include in the proposal.


CONCLUSION

Through your research of the early Jamestown settlement that began in 1607, you have discovered the many problems and hardships settlers faced in Jamestown and many of the reasons these problems and hardships.  As you planned your own proposal for a settlement in Virginia, you learned that careful planning and preparation might have helped prevent some of the problems you learned about.  You are now aware of the difficulties Jamestown settlers faced, ways early Jamestown settlement life could have been made easier, and what it takes to plan and design a successful settlement in a new world.
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