Snowflake Bentley Meets Hollywood

SOL SCI 3.3 Matter: The student will investigate and understand that objects are made of materials that can be described by their physical properties.  (Materials are composed of parts that are too small to be seen without magnification.)
SOL SCI 3.9 Earth Patterns, Cycles, and Change: The student will investigate and understand the water cycle and its relationship to life on Earth.

SOL SS 2.3 History: The student will identify and compare changes in community life over time in terms of buildings, jobs, transportation, and population.
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INTRODUCTION

Wilson A. "Snowflake" Bentley was born in 1865 in Vermont.  He was the first person to photograph individual snow crystals through a microscope.  His photographs showed that no two snowflakes are alike. Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley’s experiments with microphotography and snowflakes made him world famous.  He became known as “the Snowflake Man.”


THE TASK

Suppose that your group works for a famous Hollywood movie producer whose next project is to make a movie about Snowflake Bentley.  Your job is to write a screenplay based on Jacqueline Briggs Martin’s book Snowflake Bentley.  This screenplay should be realistic so you should read about the man, his accomplishments, and life in his time before you write.

THE PROCESS

· Read the book Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs.

· Read about William A “Snowflake” Bentley on the Internet.

· Make a timeline of Snowflake Bentley’s life.

· Read about life in the early 1990’s on the Internet.

· Write an introduction to your screenplay.  In this introduction you should describe Snowflake Bentley and the setting of your movie.  Focus on describing how life was in the early 1900’s.

· Choose one “scene” from the book and write a script for that scene.  (For example, you could write a script of Snowflake Bentley making a speech about his photographs and experiments.)


RESOURCES

http://snowflakebentley.com/
http://si.unm.edu/abq_2003/linda/Documents/wq_linda/snowflakes.htm
http://snowflakebentley.com/mullet.htm
http://snowflakebentley.com/sfman.htm
http://snowflakebentley.com/cam.htm
http://www.lhf.org/cgi-bin/gygsite.pl?4~0
http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/decade/1900.htm
http://www.watersheds.org/history/oldtimer.htm
http://www.watersheds.org/education/farmlife.htm

EVALUATION

Your work on this project will be evaluated using a rubric.

The rubric will break down your work into three main parts.

Timeline of Snowflake Bentley’s Life:  This timeline should show important events in Bentley’s life from birth to death.

Introductory Paragraph Describing the Setting of your Movie:  This paragraph should describe life in the 1900’s including clothes, houses, farming and transportation.  

Screenplay: This screenplay should be based on the book Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin.  It should be creatively written as a biography with made-up daily events and conversations.
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CONCLUSION

Through your reading and research you learned about Snowflake Bentley and life in the 1900’s.  You are now more aware of how life was different at that time.  You have learned about snow crystals and how a microscopic camera helped Snowflake Bentley take his amazing pictures.  As you wrote your screenplay you practiced writing and creative thinking.
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