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INTRODUCTION

Did you know that no two ponds are exactly the same? Let’s explore the pond habitat together and discover the amazing plants and animals that live there!  Are you ready to learn about dazzling dragonflies, tremendous turtles and crazy cattails? Let’s go!


THE TASK

Your task is to research plants and animals that live in or around the pond and choose your favorite.  You will then partner up with another student and compare your plant or animal with theirs using a Venn diagram.  After you compare with your partner, you will need to write on a note card three interesting facts about the plant or animal you chose to share with the class.  Don’t forget to also include why you like the plant or animal and why it is important to the pond.  Then, on a piece of white construction paper draw & color a picture of your plant or animal that you will later cut out and place on a class mural of a pond habitat – so be neat & creative! Have fun!


The Process

1. Choose one or more of the resources listed below to research plants and animals living in the pond habitat.

2. Once you have done some reading about the different plants and animals living in and around the pond, choose one that you are interested in learning more about.

3. Now that you have chosen a plant or animal, go back to the resources and find out more information.  For example: what does it look like? Does it live on land or in the water? What does it eat? These are just a few of the many interesting facts you can find out about your plant or animal.

4. After you have completed your research and discovered many interesting facts about your plant or animal, find a partner.

5. You and your partner will need to draw a Venn diagram (remember: 2 interlocking circles) on a piece of paper.  On one side, list facts about your plant or animal that is different from your partners.  On the other side, your partner will list facts about their plant or animal that is different from yours.  In the middle, you & your partner should list facts about your plants or animals that are the same. Make sure you list at least five facts for each!

6. Now you are ready to write three interesting facts about your plant or animal on a note card.  Also, write why you like the plant or animal and why it is important to the pond.  If you do not know, go back to your resources and find out! You will be presenting this information to the class so remember to write neatly and in complete sentences!

7. On a piece of white construction paper, draw and color a picture of your plant or animal.  If you need help, look back in your resources.  Make sure you draw a large picture that takes up the entire sheet of construction paper.  Cut out your plant or animal.  Later, you will place your plant or animal on a mural of a pond habitat created by the class! Be neat!


RESOURCES:

Books
 










Dig Hole, Soft Mole by Carolyn Lesser






Around The Pond, by Ann Cooper

Pond Life, by Barbara Taylor

In The Small, Small Pond, by Denise Fleming



 

Pond Year, by Kathryn Lasky

Around The Pond: Who’s Been Here?, by Lindsay Barrett George

From Birth To Death, by Irene Yates

Animals of the Ponds and Streams, Julie Becker 

From Pond to Prairie, Laurence Pringle 

Wetlands, Linda M. Stone 

Wonders of the Fields and Ponds at Night, Jacquellyn Berrill 

Frogs, Toads, Lizards and Salamanders, Nancy Winslow Parker and Joan Richards Wright 

Wetlands: Bogs, Marshes and Swamps, Lewis Buck

Websites

 http://web.ukonline.co.uk/conker/pond-dip/
 http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/reproducibles/instructor/crossword/0103/
Aquascape Designs - For Fun - Pond Cam
http://www.aquascapedesigns.com/fun/pondcam/index.shtml
For Kids
http://www.neaq.org/scilearn/kids/pond.html
froggal
http://www.greenweb.com.au/freddo/html/froggal.html
Nature and Wildlife Habitat Guides:, Maps, Photographs, Destinations - eNature.com
http://www.enature.com/habitats/show_sublifezone.asp?sublifezoneID=56
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/reproducibles/instructor/crossword/0103/
http://mbgnet.mobot.org/fresh/lakes/index.htm  (Click on Pond & Lake animals)

http://mbgnet.mobot.org/fresh/lakes/index.htm

EVALUATION

Part of your assignment was to work together with your partner.  How well did you show teamwork?

Circle the appropriate number to show how well you worked with your partner.  Your teacher will be grading your other assignment using a rubric similar to this one!

Self-Evaluation Rubric

   EXCELLENT   
   GOOD

 FAIR

	Worked cooperatively, did not argue
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Stayed on task, did not do other things besides work on Venn diagram 
	3
	2
	1

	Included 5 facts about your plant/animal, neatly
	3
	2
	1

	Did fair share, helped your partner come up with 5 similarities 


	3
	2
	1




CONCLUSION

I hope you enjoyed exploring the Pond Habitat.  You will now have an opportunity to share the information you researched about your plant or animal with the class.  After everyone has had a chance to share their note cards, our class will create a Pond Habitat Mural to hang outside the classroom for everyone to see! We will be painting the mural and everyone will get to choose which part of the habitat they would like to help paint.  You may choose between the pond, sky, trees, ground and grass.  After our mural dries, we will then place the plants and animals that you have drawn and cut out on the mural.  I hope you have learned about how important a habitat is to plants and animals, after all, it is their home!  Hopefully, you will make sure to tell your family and friends that we need to help protect our habitats by keeping the environment clean and safe for everyone!
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