From Egg to Butterfly

Science 2.4 

The student will investigate and understand that plants and animals undergo a series of orderly changes in their life cycles.  Key concepts include

a) some animals (frogs and butterflies) undergo distinct stages during their lives, while others generally resemble their parents
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INTRODUCTION
What a beautiful butterfly!!!  

What does a baby butterfly look like?  

Where can I get more information?

THE TASK

     Butterflies are not like other animals; their young look very different from the adult.  This project will show you the 4 stages the butterfly undergoes during its metamorphosis into that beautiful adult butterfly!  After you learn about the stages of a butterfly you will demonstrate your knowledge by labeling a diagram, creating a lifecycle mobile and writing a paragraph.

THE PROCESS

Step 1: Research information about the life cycle of the butterfly and complete the life cycle diagram. 

Step 2: View a video of a butterfly emerging from its chrysalis.

Step 3: Create a mobile of the 4 stages of the butterfly’s life cycle.

Step 4: Write a paragraph describing the 4 stages using the Step Up the Writing format.

RESOURCES

Step 1: 
 

Read the inf
ormation about the lifecycle of the butterfly by clicking the butterflies below.  Have your diagram ready to fill out as you read.
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Step 2:  View the video by clicking the pictures below.
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Step 3: Create a mobile that illustrates the 4 stages of the butterfly.  Click here to see the directions and an example.



Step 4:  You are now ready to write a paragraph to demonstrate the knowledge you have about the butterfly’s lifecycle.  Your teacher will provide you the Step Up to Writing sheet to help you write your paragraph.  Remember to use the names of the four stages and put them in the proper order.
EVALUATION

	
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Life Cycle Diagram
	Did not

complete
	Did not finish activity
	completed activity with some errors
	completed with no errors

	Life Cycle Mobile
	Did not complete
	Did not finish activity
	completed but directions were not followed 
	completed neatly and all directions were followed

	Paragraph


	Did not complete
	Did not finish activity
	completed but stages are not in the correct order
	completed

neatly with all stages in the correct order 
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CONCLUSION

During this activity you learned the four stages of a butterfly’s lifecycle.  The egg, larva (caterpillar), pupa (chrysalis), and adult (butterfly).  Click on the sites below to have some more fun with butterflies.

Billy Bear Butterfly Puzzles
Watch other videos of butterflies
CREDITS & REFERENCES

The websites below were used for this webquest.

London Butterfly House



 HYPERLINK "http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/jackhulland/projects/butterflies/index.html" 

Yukon Butterflies

Enchanted Learning
Mountain Prairie Information Nod


Teachers you can print out the forms needed for your students to complete this webquest by clicking on the links below.

Diagram
Art project
Writing form ( see below)

Fill in the blanks then recopy on handwriting paper in your best handwriting.

     The butterfly has four stages in its lifecycle.   The 

first stage is the __________________________.  

The next stage is the _______________________.  

Then the _______________________________

stage.   Finally the ________________________.  

That is the four stages of the butterfly’s lifecycle.  

Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004.
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Grades


0-2 points = N


3-4 points =DV


5-8 points = S


9 points = E
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