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Chinese Instrument WebQuest
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2.8 Music & 2.1 History

Designed by
Anne Webb

arwebb@henrico.k12.va.us

Watch the movie first. Click on the film icon.

INTRODUCTION

Help!!!! Our Chinese Dragon and our China Chant have arrived for our Chinese New Year
Celebration but no instruments were in the box. How are we going to accompany the dragon’s movements like the one in the movie or to use with our chant?
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THE TASK

 You job is to identify four instruments that will accompany the movement of our Chinese 
Dragon or the Chant.  There will need to be one instrument from each of the four families 
of Chinese instruments. Plucked Strings, Bowed Strings, Wind and Percussion.  
You will need to search the web to find these instruments. As you search listen to the 
instruments. Pick instruments that would make great sounds for our Dragon or the Chinese Chant.


THE PROCESS

1. Print out a copy of the worksheet. Chinese Instruments Worksheet
2. Print out a copy of the instrument pictures. Chinese Instrument Pictures
3. Print out a copy of the China Chant. China Chant
     Read through China Chant. You must be able to read China Chant without mistakes for

 our Chinese New Year Celebration.
4. Open one of the below websites and follow these directions

a. Look at the instruments and find ones you like. 

b. Read the description of the instrument. 

c. Fill in your worksheet. Remember one instrument from each    family. 
Plucked Strings, 

Bowed Strings, 

Wind

 

Percussion 
     
d. Do you have a picture of the instrument on you picture sheet?

5.  Open one of these websites

http://www.chinesemusic.co.uk/english/InstrumentsPage.htm  

Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the instruments families.  Click on each family and look at the instruments in that family. Under each picture is a sound icon so you can listen to the instrument.


http://english.people.com.cn/features/music/instrument.html
This website does not have any sound clips but has pictures and descriptions.

http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Music/China-musical-instruments.html
This website has pictures and descriptions of the instruments. Click on instrument pictures. More pictures on Muisical Instruments page 2  and Musical Instrument page 3

5. Now it is time to add pictures of your instruments to your worksheet. 
Cut out the pictures that match the instruments you choose and paste them at the bottom of the page.
Label each instrument.

6. Check your worksheet 

Is it neat? 
Is your name on your paper? 

Do you have one instrument from each family of Chinese instruments? 
Did you cut out and label your pictures? 

If the answer to each question is “yes” you may hand your paper in to me. 

Have you practiced reading the China Chant without missing any words?

RESOURCES

http://www.chinesemusic.co.uk/english/InstrumentsPage.htm 
Pictures and sound clips of the Chinese instruments.

http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Music/China-musical-instruments.html 
Pictures and descriptions of Chinese instruments

http://english.rpeople.com.cn/features/music/instrument.html
 Lists instruments of in a Chinese orchestra


EVALUATION
 Rubric for Chinese Instruments Webquest

CONCLUSION

Congratulations!!!!!!!!!!!~ We can now get under our dragon and have our dragon move around the room to the sounds of the instruments you have selected.  You have identified instruments from the four families. You have heard instruments form China that will help you in your classroom when you are studying other aspects of China.  We will use pictures and music from these instruments to accompany our China Chant and our dragon as he moves around the room.

Would you like to play the temple blocks, finger cymbals, gong or drums for our chant or the dragon?  

Will you be chosen as the dragon's head and weave an interesting pattern around the room with your friends following you?
Do the Chinese have the same four families of instruments that we use in our orchestra?

Could you make an instrument to accompany the dragon or chant?


CREDITS & REFERENCES

Above websites plus more that can be used for further study.

http://www.chinesemusic.co.uk/english/InstrumentsPage.htm has sound clips for the instruments

http://chcp.org/music/music.html pictures of some instruments

http://www.melodyofchina.com/06instruments/main06.html to purchase instruments. Some have sound files with some instruments

http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Music/China-musical-instruments.html pictures and descriptions

http://www.musicatschool.co.uk/lessons_online/chinese_lesson/chinese_music.htm music lesson that introduces the instruments

http://www.hkco.org/Eng/learning_eng.asp Hong Kong orchestra site

http://english.people.com.cn/features/music/instrument.html lists instruments of Chinese orchestra

http://www.geocities.com/Broadway/Balcony/1338/chinese3.htm pictures and sounds

http://www.band-chat.org/chinese-musical-instruments.html
http://www.tribalsmile.com/music/cat_index_19.shtml encyclopedia

Video clip http://www.chcp.org/mpeg/
Chinese Dragon Video Clip:  MPEG (4 MB)
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