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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our class WebQuest. Your group will get to use the Internet to find out some interesting facts about the importance of the American holidays. Did the holidays come from an important event in our history or is it celebrated in honor of a special person? Have fun!
THE TASK

Your group will research the importance of celebrating the holidays by creating an experience notebook including personal experiences and researching holiday facts. Then you will create your own lines about your holiday for the oral presentation you will do for the class. Finally your group will design a prop to use in the play.  

THE PROCESS

Step 1

Holiday Experience Notebook

· Get the “Holiday Journal” from Mrs. Buckner or click on the link above to print it out. (THROW AWAY TASK 3 PAGE!) 

· Answer the questions for Task 1.
Step 2

Research your holiday: 

· Your group will complete Task 2 questions of the Holiday Experience Notebook.
1. What happened to make your holiday begin to be celebrated?
2. Who made it happen?
3. What is the date of the holiday?
4. How do we celebrate the holiday?
5. Is it an important event for us to celebrate? _______ Why?
· To find the answers, click on the holiday link your group chose to learn about.
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February
President's Day
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JULY
Fourth of July
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October
Columbus Day
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November
Thanksgiving


Step 3
Write three sentences telling about your holiday for the play (oral presentation).  Include information from your WebQuest:
· The date of your holiday.
· Why it is important that we celebrate the day.

· How your family celebrates the day.
· Have a teacher or assistant check for errors and give approval.

· Write the final copy.

· HOMEWORK: Practice saying the lines for the play. 
Step 4

Create a prop for the play (posters about with pictures of the famous person, shoe box float for a parade, holiday song, or traditional dish made for the holiday such as pumpkin pie):

· Clip art for your poster may be printed from the link on your holiday webpage or use these holiday links. Ask a teacher for help if needed.
1. http://www.cstone.net/~bry-back/holidayfun/julyclipart.html
2. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/oct12.html
3. http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/cat.cfm?cat=Thanksgiving&sec=Holidays
4. http://www.akidsheart.com/holidays/july4/jclip1.htm
5. http://office.microsoft.com/clipart/default.aspx?lc=en-us
· Be creative: you may get ideas for your prop using the available Internet resources listed below. 

RESOURCES
Holidays Around the World for K-12
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/holidays.htm
Federal Holidays:


http://aa.usno.navy.mil/faq/docs/holidays.html
Yahooligans! Around the World- United States Holidays:


http://www.yahooligans.com/around_the_world/countries/united_states/Holidays/
Holidays for ESL Students:


http://www.eskimo.com/~cjh/esl/book1/chap2.html
EVALUATION

Students will be evaluated based on the following rubric. 
	 
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Working together with a partner.
	Students did not work in a group.
	Students worked in a group but did not accomplish the goals.
	Students worked in a group and accomplished most goals.
	Students worked in a group and accomplished all goals.
	 

	 

Experience Notebook
	Students did not complete

 the journal.
	Students 

answered 

3 out of 5 questions

correctly.
	Students answered 

4 out of 5 questions correctly.

	Students answered all 

the questions correctly.
	 

	 
Oral Presentation

 
	Students did not tell about the holiday they researched.
	Students told very little about the holiday they researched.
	Students told most of the facts for the holiday they researched.
	Students told all of the facts about the holiday they researched.
	 

	Holiday Prop
	Students did not have a prop.
	Student’s prop was  incomplete. 
	Students prop did not relate to the holiday.
	Students prop related to the holiday they researched.

	 


CONCLUSION

During this WebQuest your group has learned and written about the important facts of the American holidays. You have participated in the class play and created a prop representing the holiday you researched.

Extension Activity:

Click on the link to read about Mrs. Buckner’s Favorite Holiday. 
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