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INTRODUCTION

Have you ever wanted to be a newspaper reporter?  Have you ever wondered how reporters and journalists write their articles?  Well, here is your chance to find out.  You and your partner are going to be newspaper reporters.  Together you will research a story and present it to the world in the form of a newspaper article.  The topic of your article is Giant Panda bears.  In July 2005, a panda cub was born at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C.  You and your partner are going to write an article about Giant Panda bears, and you will highlight Tai Shan, the panda cub.  The world wants to learn more about panda bears, and people are relying on you to bring them the information!  


THE TASK

1. You will work with a partner to research Giant Panda bears. 

2. Together you will gather basic facts on the Giant Panda and learn why they are on the endangered species list. 

3.  Then you will research the newest panda cub at the National Zoo, Tai Shan.  

4. Once you have gathered your information, you and your partner will write a newspaper article about Giant Panda bears and Tai Shan.


THE PROCESS

Reporters get their assignments from their editors, and a good reporter takes notes on what he is learning.  That way, he can remember all the details of what he learned when it is time to write the article.  The editor of your newspaper has divided your assignment into two parts and provided pages to take notes on.    There are suggestions for facts to find, but you may take notes on as much as you want.  The more you can teach your readers about Giant Pandas, the better!  Once you have gathered your information, it is time to put it all together in the article.    Once you have all your information in order, then you will be ready to write your article.  Remember, good reporters describe what they are writing about, use correct spelling and punctuation, and use complete sentences. 

Click HERE to get your Notes pages and Organizer.  Your teacher can help you print the pages.     


RESOURCES

Use these websites to find facts about Giant Panda bears and Tai Shan.

Basic Panda Facts:

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/GiantPandas/PandaFacts/default.cfm
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/panda/
Endangered Species Information:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/coloring/endangered.shtml
Learn about Tai Shan: http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/GiantPandas/MeetPandas/pandacubgallery/   (click on “next photo” and read more!)
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EVALUATION

As a way of evaluating your work, you are to turn in the article that you write from all the information that you gathered about Giant Pandas and Tai Shan.  It will be evaluated with the following rubric.

		Criteria
	Points


	

	1

2

3

4

 

Use complete sentences when writing article.
Did not use complete sentences; used sentence fragments.
Used few complete sentences, but mostly sentence fragments.
Used many complete sentences with few sentence fragments.
Article contained only complete sentences.
____
Use descriptive words when writing about people, places, things, and events.
Did not use any descriptive words in article.
Used 1-2 descriptive words in article.
Used 3-5 descriptive words in article.
Used 5 or more descriptive words in article.
____
Use correct spelling and punctuation in article.
Article contained more than 5 spelling and/or punctuation errors.
Article contained 3-5 spelling and/or punctuation errors.
Article contained fewer than 3 spelling and/or punctuation errors.
Article contained no spelling or punctuation errors.
____
Researches and gathers information pertaining to topic.
Does not gather any information on topic.
Gathers little information on topic – does not complete notes pages.
Gathers satisfactory amount of information – completes notes pages. 
Gathers much information, goes beyond requirement on notes pages.
____
Cooperates and collaborates with partner.
Does not cooperate/collaborate - no participation.
Shares little information; needs encouragement to participate.
Shares information with partner; participates in activity. 
Shares information and ideas, participates fully.
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____




CONCLUSION

Wow!  You’ve written your first newspaper article!  I know your editor will be pleased and your readers will be excited to learn more about Giant Pandas.  You each gathered information on your own, then used your writing skills and worked together to write your article.  Watch out, Woodward and Bernstein!

Here are some additional Panda resources:

Watch the live Panda Cam!

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/GiantPandas/default.cfm
Print a coloring page

http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/pandazoo.html

Panda Assignment Notes – (Paragraph 1)

1. In what country do Giant Pandas generally live?

2. Describe the Panda’s habitat (desert, forest).

3. What do Pandas eat and how much per day?

4. How many cubs do Pandas have at one time?

5. How much does an adult Panda weigh?

6. Describe a Giant Panda.

Panda Assignment Notes – (Paragraph 2)

1. What does it mean when an animal is endangered?

2. How many Giant Pandas are left in the wild?

3. How many Pandas live in zoos?

4. When was Tai Shan born?

5. How much did Tai Shan weigh when he was born?

6.  How much does Tai Shan weigh now?

Organizer

Paragraph 1:  Write about the facts you learned about Pandas.  Use your notes page to guide you.  Add any additional facts that you think are interesting.

Paragraph 2:  The second part of your article should be about Pandas being an endangered species and why the birth of Tai Shan is important.  Use your notes page as a guide again.

Paragraph 3:  Write one or two sentences that sum up what you wrote about in paragraphs 1 and 2.  
Click HERE to go back.
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