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Chapter 14
Topic: Figured bass

OK, here's the deal with figured bass. There's a bunch of bass notes with numbers underneath (or not). This is all secret
code invented by lazy composers hundreds of years ago. And we're still using it....for theory class...not for anything else
really. But | digress. The code is simple. | will now reveal its secrets.
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And that's exactly what we do. Each number represents an interval above the bass note. There are a few other
things to know, however.
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Write the following chords as indicated by the figured bass. Provided lead sheet symbol and roman numeral
to indicate name and function of each. (This is not a part-writing assignment - don't try to connect chords
with good voice leading!)
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7th chords - memorize the following commonly used figured bass symbols for 7th chords and their inversions.
Root position 1st inversion 2nd inversion 3rd inversion .
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As in the examples above, write the indicated chords and provide lead sheet symbol and roman numeral.
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