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The Flag of 1777 (Betsy Ross Flag)
With the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, the new American nation 
needed a flag of its own. On June 14, 1777, 
Congress passed this resolution: 

“Resolved: That the flag of the thirteen 
United States be thirteen stripes alternate 
red and white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, representing 
a new constellation.”

Each star and each stripe represented one of the colonies that would become
the United States. The Flag of 1777 flew over the young nation for 18 years.
George Washington was the only president to serve under this banner. To this
day, June 14, the birthday of our flag, is celebrated each year as Flag Day.

Let us honor this flag with a song that also honors America:

America the Beautiful

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 
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