Mark Twain Seminar: The Writer in His Own Time
Terry Oggel

English 611: Seminar—Spring 2016
Course Outline

(subject to revisions as necessary)
Jan
18
No class—MLK, Jr. Day

25
snow day
Feb
01
Introduction to course: content, materials, methods and requirements; background: Mark Twain: The Writer 


in his own time; survey of students’ interests; “Sociable Jimmy” (New York Times, 29 Nov 1874); “A True 


Story” (Atlantic Monthly, November 1874); begin Tom Sawyer (1876), first half, p. 143; student-led 


discussion and scholarship-presentation 

08
continue Tom Sawyer; complete first half; begin second half (i.e., whole novel); student-led discussion and 



scholarship-presentation


15
conclude Tom Sawyer; begin Huckleberry Finn (1885), first half, p. 177; student-led discussion and 


scholarship-presentation

22
continue Huckleberry Finn; begin second half (i.e., whole novel); student-led discussion and scholarship-



presentation; sign up for student conferences*

29
continue Huckleberry Finn; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation


03
special make-up class:  conclude Huckleberry Finn; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation; 



begin Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889), first half, p. 226; student-led discussion and 



scholarship-presentation

Mar
06-13  Spring Break—no class

14
Continue Connecticut Yankee; begin second half (i.e., whole novel); student-led discussion and scholarship-



presentation

21
Conclude Connecticut Yankee; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation; begin Pudd’nhead 


Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins (1894) (i.e., whole novel, Pudd’nhead Wilson); student-led 


discussion and scholarship-presentation
PRIVATE 
Friday, March 25—Last Day to Withdraw from Spring Semester Classestc  \l 1 "Friday, October 31—Last Day to Withdraw from Fall Semester Classes"

28
continue Pudd’nhead Wilson; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation; begin Those 


Extraordinary Twins (i.e., whole novel); student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation
Apr
04
conclude Pudd’nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins; student-led discussion and scholarship-



presentation

11
begin #44 The Mysterious Stranger (1916; 1969) (i.e., whole novel); student-led discussion and scholarship-


presentations

18
continue #44 The Mysterious Stranger; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation

25
conclude #44; student-led discussion and scholarship-presentation; catch up
May
02
Research reports; papers due
*student conferences: meet with groups of 3-4 students to discuss research paper topics
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