Mark Twain Seminar: The Writer in His Own Time
Terry Oggel

Spring 2016
ENGL 499: Senior Seminar                                 Th 4:00-6:40pm                                                               Hibbs 441
E-mail: toggel@vcu.edu      Office hours: M 2:00-3:00pm & by app't       Office: Hibbs 345       Phone: 828-1331
Website: http://www.people.vcu.edu/~toggel/
FIVE IMPORTANT NOTICES

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires Virginia Commonwealth University to provide “reasonable accommodation” to any individual with medical advice about a physical or mental disability. To receive an accommodation, follow the process outlined at the Disability Support Services website, http://www.students.vcu.edu/dss/.

VCU Honor System: Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Honor System, which makes explicit the university’s principles regarding truth and honesty in academic matters.  Details about the Honor System are available at http://www.provost.vcu.edu/pdfs/Honor_system_policy.pdf.

Student Conduct: Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Student Conduct in Instructional Settings policy, online at http://www.assurance.vcu.edu/Policy%20Library/Faculty%20Guide%20to%20Student%20Conduct%20in%20Instructional%20Settings.pdf.

VCU e-mail is an official method of university communication. Students are responsible for information transmitted this way and should check their accounts daily. VCU’s email policy can be viewed at http://www.ts.vcu.edu/kb/3407.html.

What to Know and Do to be Prepared for Emergencies at VCU.  1. Sign up to receive VCU text messaging alerts (http://www.vcu.edu/alert/notify). Keep your information up-to-date.  2. Know the safe evacuation route from each of your classrooms. Emergency evacuation routes are posted in on-campus classrooms.  3. Listen for and follow instructions from VCU or other designated authorities.  4. Know where to go for additional emergency information (http://www.vcu.edu/alert).  5. Know the emergency phone number for the VCU Police (828-1234).   Report suspicious activities and objects.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES PROVIDED ON WEBSITE

Required Texts--Print
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 2010.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1982.

#44, The Mysterious Stranger. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 2003.

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1984.

Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins. 2nd Ed. New York: Norton, 2005.
Course Description
This course will investigate Mark Twain’s career as it developed in his own time.  We will examine five of his novels—the first of his three “matter of Hannibal” works set on the Mississippi River, Tom Sawyer (1876), the final one of these, Pudd’nhead Wilson (1894), and the classic American novel, Huckleberry Finn (1885)—and two others, a “sardonic” science-fiction tour-de-force, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889), and his final long fiction, the fable #44 The Mysterious Stranger (1916; 1969).  Students’ individual interests will comprise the balance of the course’s reading, as a way of including short stories, essays and other novels.

  Bringing fresh light to this study will be recent biographical and critical studies of Mark Twain and considerations of the development of his literary and public reputation: Autobiography of Mark Twain (3 vols, 2010-2015); Michael Shelden, Mark Twain: Man in White; a “cleaned up” version of Huckleberry Finn (2011); and Andrew Levy, Huck Finn’s America (2015).
  In addition to the required reading, students will engage in independent research and writing.  The required research paper will examine a topic in depth.  Student-led discussions and oral reports will dominate classes.
Tests and/or quizzes will be only as needed.
Methods, Objectives and Requirements

For this Senior Seminar, students must be prepared for each class and will need to contribute to each class discussion.  Class participation by everyone will be crucial.  There will be some lecturing, but the exchange of ideas among students will characterize class meetings.  Students will make oral scholarship-presentations in class; segments of some literary works will be led by students, alone or in small groups.  Class attendance is required.  Absences are very serious.  Missed classes must be explained, in advance when possible and promptly afterwards when not.  Though this does not excuse the absence, it shows seriousness about the course; failure to account for an absence jeopardizes the grade. The quality of coursework (hence, the grade) will suffer significantly if classes are missed.  As a policy, missed work cannot be made up.

The course will include a 12-15 page research paper.  About one-third of the way through the semester, students should begin to focus on some topic for their research.  They will develop this with guidance from me by way of conferences.  To help the paper be of higher quality, a statement of the topic is to be submitted in writing following the conference.  Students are encouraged to consider a broad range of political and social areas for study in Mark Twain’s own time—race, law, gender, class, economics, religion, industrialization, politics, immigration, Native Americans, and many others—in addition to more literary topics like dialect and narrative technique and, in particular for Mark Twain, illustrations, as well as his literary reputation after his own time.  At the end of the semester, class time will be devoted to reports by students on their research and writing.  The paper will be the single most important piece of work produced.  Papers must be submitted in print form, not online.  Late papers will be penalized.

The course will include a number of oral presentations on the literature and criticism, and on the research paper.  Grades will be determined from the research paper, the oral presentations, and, very importantly, from the quality of class participation day in and day out.

Unless otherwise noted, assigned readings must be read in toto by the day they are assigned.  No laptops or handhelds, etc., in class unless for classwork.  No leaving during class.
Finally, it is important to keep in mind that much of this course deals with an abhorrent subject, slavery and racial discrimination, matters that are still unresolved and that are deeply divisive and contentious. Discussions and presentations will include troubling language and themes.  They will be treated forthrightly and with sensitivity and consideration.
Website

Printed copies of the Course Description and Course Outline will be distributed in class.  They will be updated during the semester as necessary.  Both are also available on my Website: http://www.people.vcu.edu/~toggel/.
E-Mail

VCU e-mail will be the usual method of contact, for individuals and for the whole class, for discussions and for dissemination of information.  Blackboard will also be used, as needed.
499CourseDesc.Spring16
2

