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FIVE IMPORTANT NOTICES

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires Virginia Commonwealth University to provide “reasonable accommodation” to any individual with medical advice about a physical or mental disability. To receive an accommodation, follow the process outlined at the Disability Support Services website, http://www.students.vcu.edu/dss/.

VCU Honor System: Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Honor System, which makes explicit the university’s principles regarding truth and honesty in academic matters.  Details about the Honor System are available at http://www.provost.vcu.edu/pdfs/Honor_system_policy.pdf.

Student Conduct: Students are expected to adhere to VCU’s Student Conduct in Instructional Settings policy, online at http://www.assurance.vcu.edu/Policy%20Library/Faculty%20Guide%20to%20Student%20Conduct%20in%20Instructional%20Settings.pdf.

VCU e-mail is an official method of university communication. Students are responsible for information transmitted this way and should check their accounts daily. VCU’s email policy can be viewed at http://www.ts.vcu.edu/kb/3407.html.

What to Know and Do to be Prepared for Emergencies at VCU.  1. Sign up to receive VCU text messaging alerts (http://www.vcu.edu/alert/notify). Keep your information up-to-date.  2. Know the safe evacuation route from each of your classrooms. Emergency evacuation routes are posted in on-campus classrooms.  3. Listen for and follow instructions from VCU or other designated authorities.  4. Know where to go for additional emergency information (http://www.vcu.edu/alert).  5. Know the emergency phone number for the VCU Police (828-1234).   Report suspicious activities and objects.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES PROVIDED ON MY WEBSITE
Special Syllabus Statement From The Provost’s Office
Students should go to http://go.vcu.edu/syllabus and review all syllabus statement information. The full university syllabus statement includes information on safety, registration, the VCU Honor Code, student conduct, withdrawal and more.
Diversity and Inclusion Statement: From us all, to us all: we want each of you to know that we are glad for your presence and contributions to our class. Especially in these times, we welcome you regardless of your immigration status, country of origin and/or citizenship, race, ethnicity, religious affiliation, gender/sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, or dis/ability. We appreciate your enriching our world, sharing your unique experiences, and contributing to the diversity that makes our intellectual community vibrant and evermore creative.

Required Texts

Chopin, The Awakening. [1899] Dover, 1993. ISBN 9780486277868 

Freeman, A New England Nun and Other Stories. Penguin, 2000. ISBN 9780140437393
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852). Penguin, 1986. ISBN 9780140390032 
Alcott, Little Women. [1868-69]. Penguin. ISBN 9780140390698
Harper, Iola Leroy [1892]. Oxford UP, 1988. ISBN 9780195063240

Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. [1861]. Oxford UP, 1990. ISBN 9780195066708

Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper [1892] and Other Writings. Bantam, 1989. ISBN 9780553213751

Jewett, The Country of the Pointed Firs [1896]. Dover, 2011. ISBN 9781530848126

Required Collateral Texts—Online
Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century. [1845]. https://archive.org/details/womaninnineteent1845full/page/n8.

Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century. [1845]. LibriVox. 2012.

    https://librivox.org/woman-in-the-nineteenth-century-and-kindred-papers-relating-to-the-sphere-condition-and-duties-of-women-by-margaret-fuller/
Reviews of Woman in the Nineteenth Century. https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/611523.Woman_in_the_Nineteenth_Century
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 1987. Showtime. Part 1 of 9. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWq8RSUXXf4
Chopin, “The Storm,” http://www.lonestar.edu/departments/english/chopin_storm.pdf, “The Story of an Hour,”

   https://my.hrw.com/support/hos/hostpdf/host_text_219.pdf, and “Désirée’s Baby,”

   https://www.katechopin.org/desirees-baby-text/
Recommended

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th edn.
Course DescriptionPRIVATE 

Objectivestc  \l 1 "
Objectives"
This course will examine American literature written by women during the 19th century. It will include long and short fictions by such writers as Harriet Beecher Stowe (Uncle Tom's Cabin, 1852), Louisa May Alcott (Little Women, 1868), Mary Wilkins Freeman (A New England Nun and Other Stories, 1880s), Francis Harper (Iola Leroy, 1892), Susan Perkins Gilman (Yellow Wallpaper, 1892), and Kate Chopin (The Awakening, 1899). The course will examine women’s definition of the American character during the century when the dominant literary genre was fiction and the modes were "romanticism" (pre-Civil War) and “realism” (post-Civil War). Writings will be studied in their historical, intellectual and aesthetic contexts, paying special attention to women’s perspectives on region, race and ethnicity, class, and gender. The course will emphasize “virtual” discussion, and students will need to participate. There will be opportunities for extra-credit presentations on each of our authors. Besides class participation, which is linked to attendance, and extra-credit presentations, the final grade will be determined by a midterm exam, a paper (optional—see below), and a comprehensive final exam.
INSTRUCTIONAL MODALITY DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

The modality of this course will be flexible. Hopefully, later in the semester some in-person classes will be possible for those who feel comfortable with that. If that happens, the in-class days will be Wednesdays. Here are more details.

When/If we can return to in-person classes,
→ the course will accommodate students who do not feel comfortable returning to face-to-face classes;
→ there will be face-to-face classes one class each week (Wednesday) for those who feel comfortable with that;
→ we will all observe the necessary restrictions, including masks and social distancing;
→ those not attending in-person on Wednesdays, along with everyone else, will  have access to the online version of that 
class later that day via Voicethread (asynchronous) which will replicate the in-person class and will provide the
opportunity for those who attended the in-person class to add comments that will enhance the online version;
→ the other class each week (Monday) will be online for everyone via Voicethread;

→ all online classes will be asynchronous so as to be most accommodating for all student schedules. In this way, the 
course will be "hy-flex" or “multi-modal.”
These features will enhance our discussions of the works we'll study. Additionally, they will place us in a very nimble position. Regardless of what happens later in the semester, will be able to go to all in-class, stay all online, or go to a combination. We'll be prepared to go any which way.


Midterm and Final Exams

The midterm and final exams will be given on line via Blackboard. Although the process is simple and easy, ahead of time I will send via email a detailed explanation. The exams will be available for 24 hours. The completed exams will need to be sent to me attached to an email by the end of the 24-hour period.

Requirements
Attendance (demonstrated by participation on line) is required. Missed classes must be explained beforehand when possible or promptly afterwards for sure (please use e-mail). Though this does not excuse the absence, it shows seriousness about your work in the course. Failure to account for an absence (non-participation online) double-jeopardizes the grade. The quality of coursework will suffer if classes are missed (hence, the final grade, too).

With online classes, attendance is determined by participation. Participation in class discussions is expected. Voicethread allows us to keep to a discussion format as much as possible, and that enhances learning. Credit is awarded for good and consistent participation; absences, shown by lack of participation, will lower the grade.

The optional writing project for the course will produce a paper, 10-12 pages (not including Title Page and Works Cited) that extends beyond the class discussions and exhibits some originality and intellectual independence regarding the material we’re studying. The paper may entail research, but that’s not necessary. It may be critical or historical. It is to be presented in the format appropriate for an academic essay in an English course at this level according to the most recent edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers. The paper must not focus on a work studied in the course. It is to treat some facet of nineteenth-century American women writers. Via email, I will contact each student who has elected to take this paper-writing option and arrange for a 15-minute conference via phone. We will discuss possible topics and decide on one. Within 48 hours, students will send to me via email a 125-word statement about their paper—its topic, possible research, main ideas, and its objective. This will help the paper be of higher quality. The writing (and research, when included) needs to be appropriate in quality and quantity for a course of this level. The due date for the paper is marked on the Course Outline. Late papers are penalized. Papers are to be submitted as an attachment to email. Once a student finalizes the decision to take this option after the third sign-up date (see Course Outline), the paper becomes part of the calculation of the final grade (explained below).
All works or parts thereof are to be read by the day they are assigned as indicated on the Course Outline. As a policy, missed work cannot be made up except by way of notes from classmates. Outside of in-person class (if and when) and Voicethread, communication will be via email and phone, and Blackboard only for exams.
Extra Credit Student Presentations

There will be opportunities for students to give brief reports, usually using PowerPoint, on each of our authors. These will be done individually or in small groups of two or three students, following a format that I will provide via email. The presentations will be viewed in class when they occur on Wednesdays (if and when we return to in-class); they will  be available for all to view either uploaded into Voicethread or sent via email. Though they will not be formally graded, the presentations can add up to 3 extra-credit points. The points will be added at the time of determining the final grade, when they will be of the very most powerful benefit.
Grading

Final course grades will be determined from the midterm, the optional paper, and the comprehensive final, as well as from class participation and attendance. Student presentations are extra-credit. Consistent class participation of a high quality, via Voicethread as well as in-person, will count very favorably. Absences and lack of participation will be detrimental. Both the midterm and the final will be composed of a combination of short answer (±40%) and essay (±60%). The midterm will count ±32%; the comprehensive final ±40; class participation/ attendance ±28%. For students who opt to write a paper, the midterm (±23%) and the paper (±25%) will count less heavily than the final (±30%); class participation/attendance will count ±22%. The student presentations will count for extra credit at the time of the calculation of the final grade.

3

