
2000 Bachelor's Degree Alumni Survey

As the Department of Economics enters the Year 2000 we are asking our alumni to help us better understand how well we prepare our students for the workplace. Please take a few minutes to complete the following questionnaire about your experience both as an undergraduate student and since graduation.

We have enclosed two separate forms for you to return. 

The first form (Form A) is simply an update on how we can reach you.

The second form asks for information that will be used to develop a statistical profile of the responses for the Department.  The responses on the second form will be anonymous to preserve confidentiality.

Name________________________________________________

Current phone number___________________________________

Current e-mail address___________________________________

Would you be willing to serve on a Department Advisory Board?



YES______________



NO_______________

Was the address used for this survey correct?



YES______________



NO_______________


If you checked NO, please provide your correct address below.

FORM A


FORM B

Now, please provide us with some information about yourself.

Please note that all data will be reported in aggregate form and will be kept strictly confidential.

1. Age:                    
(1)  ( Under 24
(4)  ( 31-35

(2)  ( 24-26
(5)  ( 36-40 

(3)  ( 27-30 
(6)  ( 41 or over 

2. Gender: 
               (1)  ( Female

(2)  ( Male 

3. What is the zip code of your primary residence? ____________________________________

4. In which year did you graduate? ________________________

5.  What was your program of study?

(1) ( Major in Economics, School of Business    

(2) ( Major in Economics, College of Humanities and Science

(3) ( Double major in Economics and ________________________

(4) ( Minor in Economics with major in ______________________

Performance Assessment: Circle the letter that best describes how well the Department of Economics prepared you.

Importance Rating: Circle the number that best describes the importance of this skill to your success.

NA=Not apply, don't know

Performance Assessment
      Importance Rating

Excellent
Poor
      
      Not at all          Extremely

6.    Written Communication Skills
A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

7.    Oral Communication Skills 
A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

8.    Computer Skills 


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

9.    Quantitative Skills

A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

10.  Statistical Skills


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

11.  Critical Thinking


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

12.  Problem Solving


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

13.  Teamwork


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA 

14.  International Business Issues 
A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

15.  Entrepreneurship 


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA 

16.  Management of Technology 
A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

17.  Business Ethics 


A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

18.  Leadership Development

A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

19.  Diversity Management

A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

20.  Management Skills 

A   B   C   D   E   F   NA
      1   2   3   4   5   6   7   NA

21. List and rank any 5 things you think that VCU did very well

1________________________________________________

2________________________________________________

3________________________________________________

4________________________________________________

5________________________________________________

22.  List and rank any 5 things you think that VCU could have done better

1________________________________________________

2________________________________________________

3________________________________________________

4________________________________________________

5________________________________________________

23.  List and rank any 5 things you think that Department of Economics did very well

1________________________________________________

2________________________________________________

3________________________________________________

4________________________________________________

5________________________________________________

24.  List and rank any 5 things you think that the Department of Economics could have done better

1________________________________________________

2________________________________________________

3________________________________________________

4________________________________________________

5________________________________________________

25.  Have you attended graduate school? 
(1)  ( Yes 

(2)  ( No

If your answer to 25 was No, please proceed to question 29.

26.  What was your area of study in graduate school?

(1) (  Economics

(2) (  Business

(3) (  Law

(4) (  Medicine

(5) (  Other_____________

27.  How well did the Department prepare you for graduate school?

Poorly             1             2             3             4             5             6             7             Extremely Well

28.   What could the School/College have done to better prepare you for graduate school?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

The next set of questions ask about your employment history.  Some questions address your first job after graduating from VCU; others address your current job. 

29. Have you ever been employed since your graduation? 
(1)  ( Yes 

(2)  ( No

If your answer to 29 is No, please proceed to question 45 on the last page of the questionnaire.

30.  What was your first job after graduation? 

(1) ( A new job

(2) ( A continuation of the same job that you had while in school

31.  How well did the Department prepare you for your first job after graduation?

Poorly             1             2             3             4             5             6             7             Extremely Well

32.   What could the School/College have done to better prepare you for your first job?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

33. How many job offers did you receive or consider before selecting your first job upon graduation?

(1)  ( One
                 
(5)  ( Five

(2)  ( Two         
     
(6)  ( Six

(3)  ( Three  
 
(7)  ( More than 6 

(4)  ( Four


(8)  ( None


34.  Please indicate the time frame between graduation and acceptance of your first job.

(1)  ( Accepted immediately  
(2)  ( Within one month 
(3)  ( Within two months 

(4)  ( Within three months    
(5)  ( Within six months
(6)  ( Within one year 

(7)  ( Other _________________________

35. Which of the following best describes the first firm with whom you were employed? (check one)

      (1)    ( Accounting
      (16)  ( Engineering

(31)  ( Military 


(2)    ( Advertising
(17)  ( Entertainment

(32)  ( Mining



(3)    ( Aerospace
(18)  ( Environmental

(33)  ( Nonprofit 


(4)    ( Agri/business
(19)  ( Financial Services
(34)  ( Pharmaceuticals


(5)    ( Banking
(20)  ( Government

(35)  ( Public Relations 


(6)    ( Biotechnology
(21)  ( Healthcare/Medical
(36)  ( Publishing 


(7)    ( Building Materials
(22)  ( Hospitality

(37)  ( Real Estate 


(8)    ( Chemical
(23)  ( Import/Export

(38)  ( Research & Dev.
(9)    ( Computer Hrd/Software
(24)  ( Industrial products
(39)  ( Restaurants 


(10)  ( Construction
(25)  ( Information Services
(40)  ( Retail 


(11)  ( Consumer Products
(26)  ( Insurance
       
(41)  ( Sports 


(12)  ( Distribution
(27)  ( Law/Legal

(42)  ( Telecom. 


(13)  ( Education
(28)  ( Manufacturing

(43)  ( Transportation 


(14)  ( Electronics
(29)  ( Marketing
          
(44)  ( Travel 


(15)  ( Energy
(30)  ( Media
          

(45)  ( Other ______

36.   What was the functional area of your first position? (check one)

 (1)  ( Accounting 



(5)  ( Finance 

 (2)  ( Sales and Marketing                          
(6)  ( General Management 

 (3)  ( Production and Manufacturing          
(7)  ( Owner of Business 

 (4)  ( Human Resources                            
(8)  ( Other _______________________

37.  Are you currently employed? 
  


(1)  ( Yes 

(2)  ( No

If your answer to 37 was No, please proceed to question 44 on the last page of the questionnaire.

38. Which of the following best describes the firm with whom you are currently employed? (check one)

      (1)    ( Accounting
      (16)  ( Engineering

(31)  ( Military 


(2)    ( Advertising
(17)  ( Entertainment

(32)  ( Mining



(3)    ( Aerospace
(18)  ( Environmental

(33)  ( Nonprofit 


(4)    ( Agri/business
(19)  ( Financial Services
(34)  ( Pharmaceuticals


(5)    ( Banking
(20)  ( Government

(35)  ( Public Relations 


(6)    ( Biotechnology
(21)  ( Healthcare/Medical
(36)  ( Publishing 


(7)    ( Building Materials
(22)  ( Hospitality

(37)  ( Real Estate 


(8)    ( Chemical
(23)  ( Import/Export

(38)  ( Research & Dev.
(9)    ( Computer Hrd/Software
(24)  ( Industrial products
(39)  ( Restaurants 


(10)  ( Construction
(25)  ( Information Services
(40)  ( Retail 


(11)  ( Consumer Products
(26)  ( Insurance
       
(41)  ( Sports 


(12)  ( Distribution
(27)  ( Law/Legal

(42)  ( Telecom. 


(13)  ( Education
(28)  ( Manufacturing

(43)  ( Transportation 


(14)  ( Electronics
(29)  ( Marketing
          
(44)  ( Travel 


(15)  ( Energy
(30)  ( Media
          

(45)  ( Other ______

39.   What is the functional area of your current position? (check one)

 (1)  ( Accounting 



(5)  ( Finance 

 (2)  ( Sales and Marketing                          
(6)  ( General Management 

 (3)  ( Production and Manufacturing          
(7)  ( Owner of Business 

 (4)  ( Human Resources                            
(8)  ( Other _______________________

40.  How many years have you been with this company?

 (1) ( Under one year

(2)  ( 1-2 years
         (3)   ( 2-3 years 

 (4) (  3-5 years
 

(5)  ( 5 or more years 

41.  How well did VCU prepare your for your current career?

Poorly             1             2             3             4             5             6             7             Extremely Well

42.  How  well did the Economics courses prepare you for your career?

Poorly             1             2             3             4             5             6             7             Extremely Well

43.  What is your current salary?

(1) ( less than $20,000

(2) ( 20,001- 25,000

(3) ( 25,001-30,000

(4) ( 30,001-35,000

(5) ( 35,001-40,000

(6) ( 40,001-45,000

(7) ( 45,001-50,000

(8) ( 50,001-60,000

(9) ( 60,001-70,000

(10) ( over 70,000

44.  What was your annual starting salary in your first job after graduation?

(11) ( less than $20,000

(12) ( 20,001- 25,000

(13) ( 25,001-30,000

(14) ( 30,001-35,000

(15) ( 35,001-40,000

(16) ( 40,001-45,000

(17) ( 45,001-50,000

(18) ( 50,001-60,000

(19) ( 60,001-70,000

(20) ( over 70,000

45.   In retrospect, how satisfied are you with your choice of a VCU Economics degree?

Extremely Unsatisfied         1         2         3         4         5         6         7         Extremely Satisfied 

46.  In the space provided below or on the back of this sheet, please share any additional comments or suggestions that may help VCU's Department of Economics to continue to improve its bachelor's degree programs. Please enclose them in one of the envelopes provided for the survey or send them via email to either the department chairperson at elmillne@vcu.edu or the undergraduate coordinator at jnwetzel@vcu.edu.

Thank you again for your time and effort.
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Please send this form back in one of the postage paid envelopes enclosed.  This form should be mailed separately from the survey.  Thank you.





Please send this survey back in the other self-addressed postage-paid envelope enclosed.  Thank you.
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