
VCU Core Education Program: A Proposal for Course Submissions and Transitions
The heart of the proposed Core Education Program is the pedagogy that requires faculty to create learning-centered courses which target the six competency areas .  A number of courses offered throughout the College and the broader university would qualify for inclusion in the program. There are also many courses that continue to be taught in a strict lecture format.  Those courses would have to be substantially revised.  We would like to suggest a process that could achieve this revision without putting undue stress and pressure on departments, faculty and review committees over the next two years.

As stated in the UUCC proposal we are suggesting that all new courses and existing courses first be reviewed by the appropriate school/college committee for inclusion into the Core Education Program.  Once approved the course would be submitted to the University College Academic Committee (UCAC).  Finally, the course or set of courses would then seek final approval by the University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee.

We envision two types of approval:  
1. If the course is being proposed for inclusion in its current format with substantial changes to occur over the next two years, the UCAC will designate a conditional approval and provide the UUCC a list of conditionally approved courses for their review.  The department would then have two years to submit revisions to the course that would bring it in line with the goals and objectives of the Core Education Program.  

2. A second scenario would be a course being proposed for inclusion that meets the goals and objectives of the Core Education Program.  This course would receive a full review by the UCAC and if approved would then move to the UUCC for final approval.  We anticipate that most of the revisions to the course proposal will occur at the UCAC level; however, the UUCC will also get the opportunity to suggest revisions as well.

The UCAC will have both approval and oversight authority with regard to the Core Education Program.  This means that in the event that a conditional course does not change over the two year period the course may be dropped from the list of acceptable courses. 
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