Research Assistantship Opportunity

in Mathematical Biology 

at the Masters Level
Two Masters level graduate student positions are now available in the laboratories of Dr. Rodney Dyer and Dr. David Chan at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond Virginia. These positions will focus on examining insect mediated pollen movement in the understory tree Cornus florida (Flowering dogwood). 

One student will be under the direction of and work with Dr. David Chan   http://www.math.vcu.edu/faculty/chan.html) in the Department of Mathematics and will work to expand our current models of gene movement.  The student for this position should have a degree in mathematics or related field and should have some modeling experience; programming experience is a plus.  Additional information regarding the graduate program in Mathematics at VCU can be found at http://www.math.vcu.edu/info/masters.html. 


A second student will be housed in Dr. Dyer’s laboratory (http://dyerlab.bio.vcu.edu) and will focus on pollination biology and spatial patterns of gene flow among C. florida individuals within an established population at the Rice Center for Environmental Life Sciences (http://www.vcu.edu/rice/).  The student that fills this position is expected to have a degree in biology and will be expected to conduct both field and laboratory work and have some familiarity with use of molecular markers. Additional information regarding the graduate program in the Biology Department can be found at http://www.has.vcu.edu/bio/graduate/ms_program.html. 

Despite being housed in different academic departments, these students will join an established interdisciplinary group of researchers working on current issues in population genetics.  Support for both of these positions include tuition remission and full stipend.  Individuals interested in these positions should contact Dr. Rodney Dyer at rjdyer@vcu.edu or Dr. David Chan at dmchan@vcu.edu for further information. 
The Dyer laboratory has the capacity for high throughput DNA extraction and genotyping as well as its own computational cluster. Additional resources available at VCU include the Center for the Study of Biological Complexity (http://www.vcu.edu/csbc/), the Center for Environmental Studies (http://www.vcu.edu/cesweb/), and the Rice Center for Environmental Education (http://www.vcu.edu/rice/). VCU is a Category-1 research institution and an equal opportunity employer.
Students will receive a teaching assistantship during the first two semesters and then be supported during the summer and throughout their second year with a research assistantship.
