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INTRODUCTION

You have been selected to write a re-election speech for the president. The president is in a very close race for re-election and he is depending on you to write the most effective speech that will include what topics and issues are most important to him and the American public. This speech will be telecast during prime time and will be broadcast by all three major networks and many of the cable stations. This speech will kick off the official beginning of the fall presidential campaign. The following webquest will outline the steps that you need to take to write this speech for the president. Remember – the president is counting on you to write a speech that will show the American people that he is worthy of their vote on election night. 

THE TASK

Your task is to work together in a group of four students to formulate the speech for the president. The president is in a crucial and tight race to be re-elected. You will decide what key issues he should include in his speech. 

Each member will take a role in designing the speech by addressing a particular topic of concern in response to the current attitudes of the people, the media and interest groups. After individual research, the group members will write the speech together. 

The goal of this speech is to gather support both from the public and the media for the president. The president is in a close race with his challenger and he must capture the support of the American people in order to win re-election. 

THE PROCESS

Step One: Each member will select one of the four roles and use the resources provided to research recent developments and concerns in their particular area. Each member will plan part of the speech, taking a position for the president on his or her assigned issue. 

Roles to choose from:

Secretary of Homeland Security 

Secretary of Education

Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Secretary of State 
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Department of  Homeland Security 


As Secretary of Homeland Security, you will keep the president fully aware of all ongoing efforts to protect this country against any acts of terrorism. You will formulate a position for the president on the needs of the people for increased protection and presence of government officials to regulate and protect daily functions. 


Things to consider: 


Motivations for changing government policy
Real threats we face as Americans
This is the newest Cabinet office. How do Americans feel about terrorism since 9-11 and the need to be protected if we are not attacked again? How can the president implement a policy that serves both in times of tragedy and in time of calm? 


Department of Homeland Security
 http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/ 


Department of Homeland Security – Threats and Protection 

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/theme_home6.jsp 


Department of Homeland Security - Emergencies and Disasters
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/theme_home2.jsp 





Department  of the Department of Education 


As Secretary of Education you are an advocate for the educational needs of society. Your department conducts research to determine what needs education have and how to improve education in the United States. The No Child Left Behind Act has far reaching consequences for all Americans. 


Things to consider: 


Impact of No Child Left Behind 
Funding for schools
Charter Schools 
School Violence 


U.S. Department of Education 

http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml 


U.S. Department of Education – school safety 



 HYPERLINK http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/edpicks.jhtml?src=qc 

http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/edpicks.jhtml?src=qc

U.S. Department of Education – No Child Left Behind Act



 HYPERLINK http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml?src=pb 

http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml?src=pb


Department  of Health and Human Services 


As Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, you are responsible for advocating the physical well being of American citizens. As the baby boomers reach retirement age, there is much controversy over where government responsibility ends and personal responsibility begins. You must advise the president on what health services citizens are entitled to as basic rights. 


Things to consider: 


Medicaid / Medicare
Prescription Drugs for Seniors 
Children’s Healthcare 


How can the president find the correct balance between providing for the needs of the citizens and recognizing the limits of government funds? 


U.S.Department of Health and Human Services 

http://www.hhs.gov/ 


U.S.Department of Health and Human Services - Aging

http://www.hhs.gov/aging/index.shtml 


U.S Department of Health and Human Services - Children
http://www.hhs.gov/children/index.shtml 



Department of State 


As Secretary of State you are responsible for advising the president in all areas of foreign policy. You main duty for this speech is to advise the president on how to rebuild Iraq. 


U. S. Department of State

http://www.state.gov/ 


U.S. Department of State – Iraq

http://www.state.gov/p/nea/ci/c3212.htm
STEP TWO

Each member must complete and submit a copy of the worksheet provided below. This worksheet will help you track the information you find while searching the Web and assist you in constructing your portion of the speech. 

WORKSHEET

This worksheet will help you organize your information. It must be completed and submitted to the teacher with your completed group speech. 

Student’s Name:____________________

Role:_____________________

	Topic
	General Public
	Media
	Interest

Groups
	President’s Opinion

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


STEP THREE

The group will meet to discuss their findings, set a policy for the president and create the speech. They will rank the four role topics in order of importance and place these parts in the speech in that order. The most important issue to the president will be first and so on. The speech must have a logical beginning and ending, and the four components must flow together to form a concise and coherent whole. 

STEP FOUR

The group will then present the speech to the class. One member will give the speech, acting as the president. The group must also submit a typed copy of the speech to the teacher, including a bibliography of web sources with the proper citation. 

RESOURCES

The following sites will be useful to all members of the group:

The Roper Center 

http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/elect_2004/index.html
Public Agenda

http://www.publicagenda.org/
Scholastic

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/election2004/
By The People 

http://www.pbs.org/elections/
U.S. Department of State

http://fpc.state.gov/c9752.htm
EVALUATION

Student Grading Rubric

	
	Excellent

18 – 20 points
	Good

15 – 17 points


	Fair

11 –13 points


	Poor

0 – 12 points

	Group Participation


	Worked well with others – went beyond 
	Worked well with others– completed assignments
	Did not work well with other but did complete personal task
	Not dependable 


Teacher Grading Rubric

	    
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor



	Group Participation – given by group members

20 points 
	Worked well with others – went beyond 

18 – 20 points
	Worked well with others– completed assignments

15 – 17 points
	Did not work well with other but did complete personal task

11 – 13 points
	Not dependable 

0 – 12 points

	Speech

40 points
	Includes all roles and ranks importance. Gets public support. Includes influences of public /media. 

36 – 40 points


	Includes all roles, ranks their importance. Includes influences of public and media.

32 – 35 points
	Includes all roles. Includes influences. 

26 – 31 points
	Includes roles 

0 – 25 points

	Each Role

20 points
	Role clearly expressed. President’s views plainly listed

18 – 20 points
	Role clearly expressed. President’s view not plainly listed

14 –1 7 points
	Role is included. President’s views barely listed.

13 – 16 points
	Role not expressed. No presidential views listed. 

0 – 12 points

	Presentation of Speech

20 points
	Logical speech. Carefully planned and delivered.

18 – 20 points
	A few errors. Flow is ok. 

14 – 17 points
	Bad flow – not organized. Errors in grammar and delivery. 

13 – 16 points
	Speech not logical. Many errors. 

0 – 12 points


Each group member will evaluate the other three members on their ability to work together in a group. These three grades by the group member will be averaged together to get the overall group grade for each student. The student’s grade is 20% of the final grade. The rubric for the student grading sheet is above. The teacher will grade the other categories listed on the teacher rubric. 

CONCLUSION

After creating a re-election speech for the president, think about your views compared to the views you have expressed for our president. If you were a president trying to get re-elected, would you consider the feelings of the public before following your own personal views? How important is it for the president in an election year to plan an agenda around what the people want to hear? Why does the president need people to write his speeches for him rather than writing them himself? 

CREDITS & REFERENCES

The Webquest Page – Bernie Dodge

http://webquest.sdsu.edu
Just What is a Rubric 

http://www.middleweb.com/CSLB2rubric.html
Best Webquests

http://bestwebquests.com
The World of Webquests – Powerpoint by Jill Baedke

All of the resources listed above in the webquest for the students to use. 

Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004
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