[image: image1.wmf]Beautiful, Beautiful Butterflies!

A Scientific WebQuest created especially for Twin Hickory Elementary School and its 

Kindergartners!  

Designed to cover Virginia’s Science Standards of Learning for Kindergartners

    by

Dodie Denison Whitt

ddwhitt@henrico.K12.va.us
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INTRODUCTION

Our class is going to spend some time learning all about butterflies.  How exciting! We are going to learn what they look like, how they grow and develop, what they eat, and where they like to live.  After we have learned all of these interesting facts about butterflies, you will certainly become a Butterfly Expert and will be ready to help create our very own butterfly garden!   
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THE TASK












Once we become Butterfly Experts, we are going to create our very own butterfly garden mural/bulletin board.  This mural will show all of the types of butterflies we have learned about and what sorts of flowers they like.  Each person in our class will create a replica of a butterfly and of a flower that the butterfly particularly enjoys.  Together, all of our butterflies and flowers will create an enormous butterfly garden! It will certainly be beautiful.  I can’t wait for us to get started learning and discovering!  We’ve got so much to do! 
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(The steps listed below will be done day-by-day under teacher direction.)

In order to become a Butterfly Expert you will need to complete the following:

Day 1: Create a butterfly life cycle flip book.  Click here to learn about the stages of a butterfly’s development.  After reading, your teacher will give you a set of butterfly life cycle sequencing picture cards.  You will need to color them, cut them out, and glue them into your flip book (your teacher already has these) in the correct order.  Be a careful observer! 

Day 2: View time lapse photographs of a butterfly hatching!  CLICK HERE! 

Day 3: Butterflies are insects.  Insects have three distinct body parts.  Click here to view a picture of a butterfly that is labeled with the names of its body parts.  This site will also tell you more about the body of a butterfly.  

Day 4: Today your teacher will give you a picture of a butterfly.  Please neatly color this butterfly.  Then, using what you just learned about the parts of a butterfly, label your butterfly using the following words: head, thorax, abdomen, antennae, wings, legs. 

Day 5: Learn about the types of butterflies we might find in Virginia.  Click here to learn more! Once you find one that is interesting to you, draw a picture of it in your journal and label your picture with the name of the butterfly.  This will help you with your butterfly replica that you will make at the end of our WebQuest!

Day 6: Learn about the sorts of flowers that butterflies are attracted to.  Click here to read about flowers that butterflies might be attracted to.  Find one that the butterfly you drew yesterday might like.  Draw a picture of this flower in your journal near your butterfly. Please label the flower with its name.  Some of the flowers mentioned in this web site can be seen by clicking here.

Day 7: Today we will read The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.  After we have read the book, we will visit the Eric Carle web site. Click here to learn why he chose to make his butterfly come from a cocoon and not a chrysalis.  His reason is actually very interesting, but you may need your teacher’s help in understanding what Mr. Carle means! 

Day 8: Now you are ready to create your butterfly replica.  Think back to the picture of the butterfly that you drew in your journal.  You are now ready to make your very own butterfly.  Your teacher will show you how to do this using tissue paper (the colors of tissue paper that you use will be the same colors of the butterfly you drew), a plastic bag (to make the body of the butterfly), and a pipe cleaner.  You will also need a marker to make the eyes of your butterfly.  Don’t forget to include all of the parts of a butterfly and to label it with its name!  Your teacher will give you an index card to use for a label. 

Day 9: Today is the day you will make the flower that your butterfly likes!  You may use any materials that you like to create this flower.  You may draw it on paper and color it, or you may use construction paper and glue to create your flower.  You decide!  You are the boss today!  Don’t forget to label your flower with its name! Your teacher will give you an index card to use for a label. 

Day 10: Today we will display everyone’s butterflies and flowers and will create our very own Butterfly Garden! 
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1. http://www.mesc.usgs.gov/resources/education/butterfly/life-cycle/butterfly-life-cycle.asp This site shows the life cycle of a butterfly.

2. http://www.milkweedcafe.com/hatchingegg.htm This site shows time lapse photographs of a hatching butterfly.

3. http://www.primarygames.com/science/butterflies/facts.htm This site shows the parts of a butterfly.

4. http://www.primarygames.com/science/butterflies/coloring.htm This site has coloring pages for kids! 

5. http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/lepid/bflyusa/VA/toc.htm This site lists Virginia’s butterflies! 

6. http://www.memphis-schools.k12.tn.us/admin/tlapages/butterfly_quest.htm This WebQuest shows great photographs of flowers that are used in butterfly gardens.

7. http://alfy.com/teachers/teach/thematic_units/Butterflies/BFly_1.asp This site contains lots of butterflies activities and it is AWESOME!!

8. http://www.eric-carle.com/index.html This is the official Eric Carle web site!

9.  http://www.primarygames.com/science.htmThis site is filled with all sorts of butterfly games.

10. http://www.butterflyhouse.org/gardening.htmlThis site gives all sorts of information about creating butterfly gardens.  It also has links to other sites.

11.  http://www.milkweedcafe.com/ This site gives information about butterflies and creating butterfly gardens.

12. http://www.glynn.k12.ga.us/GLY/Garden/butterfly.garden.html This site shows Glynndale School’s butterfly garden and outside habitat that they created.  It also has a link to the Children’s Butterfly site, which is great!

13. http://www.lincoln.k12.nc.us/pces/Webquestlink/WebQuests/ferguson/index.htm  This Teacher-Created WebQuest has great basic information about butterflies within the WebQuest.

14. http://www.memphisschools.k12.tn.us/admin/tlapages/butterfly_quest.htm This is an amazing WebQuest showing how one school created its own butterfly garden!

15. http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/butterflies/toc.shtml This is a great web site that focuses on all aspects of butterfly life! 

16. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

17. Butterflies and Moths by Rosamund Kidman Cox and Barbara Cork

18. I wish I were a Butterfly by James Hoew

Additional Materials Needed:

1. Flip book





7. Construction paper

2. Butterfly life cycle sequencing cards
8. Clothes pins

3. Index cards




9. Crayons and markers

4. Fold closure sandwich bags


10. glue

5. Pipe cleaners




11. scissors

6. Tissue paper




12. journals

EVALUATION

I will be checking your progress daily, making sure that you have completed each job, using the checklists that you find below. As you work, you need to remember each day’s assignment and each day’s expectations so we will review the work checklist before beginning independent work each day.  

Day One:

1. Did you write your name on your book?

2. Did you color the sequence cards?

3. Did you glue the sequence cards in order in your flip book?

4. Did you label the outside flaps of your book with the names of each of the developmental stages of the butterfly?

5. Did you decorate your book in any way?

6. Did you add something to your book that was not required?

7. Did you finish your flip book?

Day Two: 

1. Were you attentive while viewing the time-lapse photographs?

Day Three: 

1. Were you attentive when viewing the pictures that show the parts of the butterfly?

Day Four:

1. Did you print out a butterfly picture?

2. Did you neatly color your butterfly picture?

3. Did you label your butterfly with all of its major parts: head, thorax, abdomen, antennae, wings, legs?

4. Did your spell the words correctly when you labeled your picture?

5. Did you finish your work?

6. Did you put your name on your work? 

Day Five:

1. Did you find a butterfly that was pretty to you?

2. Did you draw a picture of that butterfly in your journal?

3. Did you label your butterfly drawing with its name?

4. Did you add something to your drawing that was not required by your teacher?

Day Six:

1. Did you find a flower that your butterfly might be attracted to?

2. Did you draw a picture of that flower in your journal next the picture of the butterfly that you drew yesterday?

3. Did you label your flower with its name?

4. Did you add something to your drawing that was not required by your teacher?

Day Seven:

1. Were you attentive when your teacher read The Very Hungry Caterpillar to you?

2. If called upon, could you answer questions about the book?

3. Were you attentive while visiting and exploring the Eric Carle Web site?

Day Eight:

1. Did you use tissue paper that was the same color(s) as the butterfly you chose to create?

2. Does your butterfly have a head, a thorax, an abdomen, antennae, wings, and legs?
3. Did you label your butterfly with its name using the index card your teacher gave you?

4. Did you complete your butterfly?

5. Did you put your name on your creation? 

Day Nine:

1. Did you make a flower that your butterfly would be attracted to?

2. Did you label your flower with its name using the index card your teacher gave you?

3. Did you finish your flower?

4. Did you add something to your flower creation that was not required by your teacher?

5. Did you put your name on your creation? 

Day Ten:

1. Did you help create our butterfly garden by helping to hang your butterfly and your flower?

2. Were you remembering your manners while others were hanging up their creations?


CONCLUSION











WOW! Does our butterfly garden look spectacular! You certainly have made something to be proud of!  You have worked so hard learning about butterflies and butterfly gardens.  You are truly a Butterfly Expert! 

Just look at all you know:

(You know the life cycle of a butterfly.

(You know the names of the parts of a butterfly.

(You know the names of some butterflies found in Virginia.

(You know the names of flowers commonly found in Butterfly gardens.

(You have visited the Eric Carle website.

(You have recorded information in your journal.

(You have used information you gathered to create butterfly and flower replicas for our very own Butterfly Garden!

Now that we know so much and are Butterfly Experts, I wonder if we could create our very own REAL Butterfly Garden outside on school grounds?  What an interesting challenge this would be.  It sounds like a great project…
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Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
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