Holiday Mission Possible

HSS.K.1 The student will understand that history relates to events and people of other times and places by describing people and events honored in commemorative holidays, including:  Columbus Day, Thanksgiving, Independence Day, Presidents’ Day and Lee/Jackson/King Day.  

The content area is social studies.
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INTRODUCTION

We celebrate the following holidays, which are associated with people and events in history:  Columbus Day, Thanksgiving, Presidents’ Day, Lee/Jackson/King Day, and Independence Day.  Why do we honor these people and events? 


THE TASK

You and your group members are secret agents on a spy team.  Your mission, which you will choose to accept, is to discover at least five facts each about the above listed holidays. You will then work as a team on a special mission, which will be to get the other spy teams to guess your team’s special mission assignment given to you by your teacher.  Your teacher will assist you in your spy research.


THE PROCESS

Each spy team will be made up of five spies.  Every spy team must find at least five facts about all the above mentioned holidays by going to the web sites listed below that coordinate with the holidays.  Select a different fact recorder for each holiday.  

Once the spy teams have found at least five facts for each holiday, the teacher will give your team a pre-selected holiday mission.  Do not share your holiday mission with any of the other groups.  Each spy will take one fact pertaining to the special mission to present to the other spy teams.  Each spy team member must present a different fact.  The object of the team presentation is to give clues to the other spy teams to get them to guess what your spy team’s mission was.  Spy team members may use props, act out actions, dress up, use verbal clues, or draw pictures on the board, etc. to help give clues when presenting to the other spy teams.  The other spy teams will hold their guesses until the spy team presenting is finished giving all their clues.  

Then each spy team will have a quick group huddle to see if all spy members agree on the mission guess. Write the group’s guess on a piece of paper and hold it up.  The first team with the correct guess wins a prize (teacher note:  holiday decorated cupcakes or cookies . . . have enough for all, because everyone should guess right).


RESOURCES

Columbus Day

History
Today in History
In Costa Rica
Thanksgiving

An American Thanksgiving
The First Thanksgiving
History and Celebrations
Pilgrims
Presidents’ Day

President’s Day



 HYPERLINK "http://www.ajkids.com/main/metaAnswer.asp?t=ai&s=k&MetaEngine=Yahooligans%21&en=&eo=1&o=0&frames=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch%2Eyahooligans%2Ecom%2Fsearch%2Fligans%3Fp%3Dpresidents%2Bday%26h%3Ds&ac=22&adcat=news&pt=&dm=&io=&qid=29A4176CD127A343B15D0A" 

Lincoln

Washington



Lee/Jackson/King Day

Martin Luther King
Jackson Autobiography
Jackson House
Independence Day

Why do we celebrate?
Declaration of Independence
EVALUATION

Spy teams will be graded on:  following directions, working together as a team, acquiring at least five facts about each holiday, creativity in presentation of their individual holiday fact, and success in getting another team(s) to guess their holiday mission.


CONCLUSION

The students have learned some historical facts about the people and events of the following holidays:  Columbus Day, Thanksgiving, Presidents’ Day, Lee/Jackson/King Day and Independence Day.  They have also experienced working together as a team, seen different types of presentation mediums, practiced following directions, and gained Internet research skills.

