The Young and the Relentless
SOL: CE.10

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the structure and operation of the United States economy by

a) explaining the circular flow that shows how consumers (households), businesses (producers), and markets interact;

b) explaining how financial institutions encourage saving and investing;

Designed by:

 Mrs. Alycia Wright
acwright@henrico.k12.va.us
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INTRODUCTION      

Your long lost uncle, C.M. Burns has just been arrested for tax evasion and numerous crimes against the environment! As the only relative he trusts to rule his company with an iron fist, you have been given complete control over the business finances. There’s only one catch! The IRS has frozen all of your assets with the exception of $75,000 AND they are requiring that you donate $70,000 to an environmental charity of your choice before they release the company over to you. On a visit to your uncle in federal prison, he suggests that you put the $75,000 in the stock market with hopes that you’ll score the $5,000 difference. You have 9 weeks to raise the necessary capital or the company (and your new wealth) will be lost forever.
 Good Luck!

THE TASK

Over the next nine weeks, your team will be responsible for learning about the stock market and various civic/environmental charities. Because the IRS has only given you nine weeks to make a donation, you each will need to choose a specific job where you will have some independent assignments, as well as come together every other Friday to work collaboratively with your team. Your task will be to:
1. Research and learn about the Stock Market

2. Research and Choose an environmental charity

3. Invest $75,000 in four companies listed on the New York Stock Exchange
4. Track your investments for nine weeks using a portfolio on StocksQuest.Com
5. Creation of a team binder to include all assignments and portfolio data.
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       (Your uncle’s motto before the IRS)


THE PROCESS

· Complete the objectives below and assignments/worksheets.
· Your team will keep a binder of completed weekly assignments and portfolio data. (These may be checked at anytime for a quiz grade)

· Your team will present a binder at the end of the semester to include all assignments, your portfolio and charity recommendation.

Assignment 1: 
You first group task is to create an account for the team on the StocksQuest Website.  Work with your fellow team members and follow the directions for creating an account.  The class name is ‘Relentless’ and the password is ‘economics’.  Create only one account for your group and make sure to write down them down so you don’t forget. 
Once your account is created, access the StocksQuest stock guide individually and review the information in the Basics and Get Started sections. Reconvene as a group and type notes on the information you feel is important as a whole (2 page min, double spaced)
Assignment 2

Your team will research & practice looking up stock symbols, how to read stock. Use these sites to help you and complete the attached worksheet.  Afterwards, brainstorm a list of favorite products that you use on a regular basis. List at least 15 products (companies) that you feel are valuable. REMEMBER! Uncle Burns is counting on you!
http://www.investopedia.com/university/stocks/stocks6.asp
http://www.younginvestor.com/teens/investIt/
http://www.toxicmold.ca/kids-investing.html
http://madeira.hccanet.org/JrSrHS/RTB/broome/company.html
Yahoo! Finance website  
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Assignments 3 -4
Alright, it’s time to -SHOW ME THE MONEY!!! It’s time to really research and choose 4 companies and invest your money. Complete the following worksheet for EACH of the four companies you are considering. After you have chosen your companies, begin building your portfolio on the StocksQuest Website.

 You can use the following websites to help you gather data.
http://finance.yahoo.com/  
  http://www.nasdaq.com/
http://www.nyse.com/     

http://money.cnn.com/         
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Assignment 5
Here you will each research one of these environmental charities and create a power-point presentation to persuade your team to choose it. Your presentation must include a summary of the organization, its’ goals, and its’ contributions to the environment. Your presentation should also include a link to the charity and an array of graphics. Be Creative!
http://oceans.care2.com/
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/
http://www.nwf.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://www.wilderness.org/
http://www.foe.org/
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Former employee and whistle blower at your 
uncle’s company.
Assignments 5-9
Update and graph your stocks within your stockquest account.

Make a typed journal entry (1page min.for each stock) of any significant changes in the value and a brief summary of any company news that may have affected that value and any other information you feel is relevant.

http://biz.yahoo.com/reports/stocks.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/
http://www.forbes.com/markets/
http://www.businessweek.com/investor/
http://www.nasdaq.com/
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Assignment 10
Print out your portfolio from stockquest.com and place all assignments in a team binder organized by assignment number. Create a 3 page final summary sheet analyzing your work. Be sure to include information such as was your team successful? Team dynamics, What charity did your team choose and why? What are your overall thoughts of the stock market and this exercise,  Etc…. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

All resources are listed above with the individual assignments
· New York Stock Exchange  American Stock Exchange 

· NASDAQ- 

 Yahoo Finance 

· Market Guide
 Motley Fool 

· TheStreet.Com 
 Wall Street Research Net 

· Silicon Investor 
Money Central- from Microsoft Network 

· Quote.Com- Lycos Finance- Very similar to Yahoo 

· Smart Money 
CNN/Money Magazine 

· Moneyscope.com- ABC News 

· MSNBC- Stock Market Watch 

· CBS Market Watch 
Wall Street Journal 

· Kiplinger.com 

 [image: image14.png]




EVALUATION

Your final assignment will be the production of a team binder that should include all assignments, your portfolio and charity data. Please see the rubric below to see exactly how this web quest will be evaluated.
	Short Pump Middle School

	The Young and the Relentless
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Alycia Wright


	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Assignment #1, students will type a 2 page paper based on stock market readings
Paper was not typed, did not meet length requirement, and poorly organized. Paper contained less than 5 facts from the readings
Paper was typed but less than 2 page requirement. Paper was not organized. Paper contained 5-6 facts.
Paper was typed, 2 pages in length or more, organized and contained 7-9 facts
Paper was typed, a minimum of two pages in length, thoughts were organized and contained 10 or more facts from readings.
____
Students will conduct research on various charities and create a Powepoint presentation on each.
Students powerpoint presentation was incomplete, did not include all charities, poorly organized and not thorough.No visuals
Students powerpoint presentation included all charities but was disorganized, lacked detail, included one visual 
Student presentation included all charities, was well organized but still missed depth. Presentation included multiple visuals
Students completed research on all charities and included in powerpoint, well organized, lots of background information, good use of media to capture audience
____
Students will maintain a weekly porfolio of stocks chosen. No researh updates on factors affecting stock prices
Portfolio was not monitored weekly and graph was missing data. Rearch was included but very poor.
Porfolio was monitored inconsistently, graph was not up to date.
Porfolio was consistently monitored, graph was well organized, mediocre quality of work done on research on influences of stock prices 
Porfolio was monitored weekly, graph was organized and updated weekly, weekly stock reports completed, supporting details, thorough analysis completed
____
Students will create a wequest binder of all assignments and portfolio data
Binder did not include all assignments, not organized by assignment number, missing porfolio or other large pieces. Papers filed sloppily
Porfolio includes 80% of documents, poorly organized and quality of work is poor
Porfolio includes all assignments, is orgnaized 80% or higher accuaretly and work is of acceptable quality
Porfolio contains all assignments, is well organized, high quality of work and creative
____
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
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CONCLUSION

By now, you have learned a great deal about the stock market. You know that one cannot predict how the stock market will respond. You know that there are many factors that can affect the performance of your stock. You know that the higher the risk, the higher the return or vice versa. You also know that the government plays a role in how our stock market works and there are guidelines to you being an active participant. Hopefully, this simulation has increased your desire to learn more about various financial institutions and opportunities. Why not even go a step further and talk to your parents about starting your own investment account. Put that allowance money to good use and let it grow!
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Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.

_1175366114/16_StockMarketPS.pdf
Stock Market Planning Sheet

Name of team members Date

Name of companies investigated:

As a team, divide the information-gathering responsibilities.

When did the company begin its business? What can you find out about its history?

What does the company sell?

How old is the company?

Design a questionnaire to poll consumers (classmates, friends, family) about their perception of
the company’s products. (Do they use them? Like them?)

Who are your company’s major competitors?

How does the company rank with their competitors? (Include this in your consumer’s poll)

Investigate financial information about your company.

In the past years, what was their lowest price per share?

In the past years, what was their highest price per share?

What was their last earnings per share?

What is the current price per share?

Has the cost per share decreased or increased in the last month?

Past stock performance:

Why does your team recommend this stock?
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		Company Name

		Stock symbol

		Stock Name

		Most Popular Product Sold

		Yes/No
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 “And these are a few of my favorite things……..”


_1175145971.doc
Find the company name and market for the 20 stock symbols that are listed below.

		Stock Symbol

		Company Name

		Market



		HD

		Home Depot

		NYSE



		XOM

		

		



		MU

		

		



		LU

		

		



		NVDA

		

		



		CSCO

		

		



		AMAT

		

		



		ORCL

		

		



		GT

		

		



		LTRE

		

		



		AMZN

		

		



		BKS

		

		



		CAKE

		

		



		AVP

		

		



		NXTL

		

		



		PFE

		

		



		GM

		

		



		TM

		

		



		IBM

		

		



		PG

		

		





Team members who contributed:


Team Notes (comments, suggestions, thoughts)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



