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INTRODUCTION

The word is out about your high school! Your high school is top-notch when it comes to the students’ persuasive skills and knowledge about the facts on health-related social issues.  Over the last few years, your school has implemented various community service projects that focused on topics that greatly affected the citizens in your community at both the state and local level.   Your school was responsible for opening up a new state-run homeless shelter, starting a statewide teen abstinence program, and raising funds for your school district’s tobacco cessation program.  Your school’s hard work has paid off because homeless people have a place to stay and eat every day while learning job skills, teen pregnancy has been at an all time low, and fewer teens are smoking cigarettes in your community.  Due to your school’s vast accomplishments, your state governor has chosen your high school to represent your state in a “Health Awareness Contest” during the American Youth Health and Wellness Conference in Washington, DC.  

THE CHALLENGE

In order to find out what topic should be presented by your school at the American Youth Health and Wellness Fair, students will be divided into groups.  The groups are responsible for researching one health-related social issue (homelessness, teen pregnancy, or smoking).  Then, groups will be responsible for answering relevant questions about their health-related social issue.

After researching the topic and answering relevant questions, your group must present the topic in a creative way that would appeal to other high school aged students across America.  Since you are of similar age, this should be easy.  Other students should be receptive to what you present as long as you know what you are talking about.  Your approach to this could provide your high school with more money to fund the programs that you have already implemented in your community, as well as a free trip to Disney World in Orlando, Florida during Spring Break.  Before you create your display, make sure you’ve researched the topic well.  Here are the key points that you need to be aware of during your presentation:
1. Members of your group must become extremely knowledgeable about the social issue.

2. An informative brochure that lists both myths and facts about the social issue must be presented to other students who review your display.

3. Catchy posters must be created to draw the attention of people who will attend the fair.

4. A Power Point presentation must be created to teach people about the social issue.  This presentation must persuade others that a widespread effort must be made across America to eliminate or help others overcome the issue.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
PROCESS

The process for completing this project is as follows:

1. Every group member must keep important notes on all activities that are completed during this project.  This includes:  research, student questions, projects, addresses, and important organizations and names, etc.

2. Every group must conduct research on their health-related social issue and answer the following questions:
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What mental and emotional problems do homeless people have?
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What contributes to people becoming homeless?
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What kinds of problems do homeless people face?
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How are the children of homeless people affected?
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What percentage of the U.S. population is homeless?
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What effect does homelessness have on communities?
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What agencies or organizations assist the homeless?  What agencies or organizations educate people about the homeless?
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What influences teens to participate in sexual activity?
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What mental and emotional problems do pregnant teens encounter?
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What kinds of problems do pregnant teens face?
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How are the children of pregnant teens affected?
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How many teens become pregnant in America yearly?
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What effect does teen pregnancy have on communities?
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What agencies or organizations assist pregnant teens?  What agencies or organizations educate teens about the negative outcomes of teenage sexual activity?
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What diseases are caused by smoking tobacco products?
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What kinds of problems do teens smokers have?
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What influences teens to smoke?
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What keeps teens smoking?
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What role does the tobacco industry play in tobacco use?
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What percentage of students begin smoking everyday?
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What agencies or organizations help people to stop smoking?  What agencies or organizations educate people on the dangers of smoking?

3. While recording your notes, brainstorm the facts and points that you intend to focus on to persuade others that your health-related social issue is the most important out of the three issues.

4. Analyze the role of the media in relation to your health-related social issue by answering the following:
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What does the media say about the health-related social issue?
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Does the media present more facts or myths about the issue?
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Are there any obvious messages that the media is trying to send?
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Who is the target audience?
5. After conducting your research on the role of media in regards to your health-related social issue, make a rough draft of your presentation idea.

6. Revise and complete your presentation and present it to your school for them to vote on the issue that they want to have presented at the American Youth Health Awareness Fair in Washington, DC.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((
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RESOURCES
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	Homelessness
	Teen Pregnancy
	Tobacco Cessation

	http://www.hud.gov/library/bookshelf18
/pressrel/pr99-258.html


	www.teenhealthissues.org

	www.surgeongeneral.gov/tobacco/


	http://www.cwla.org/programs/housing/

	www.plannedparenthood.org

	www.youthtobacco.com


	http://www.cots-homeless.org/causes.htm

	www.standupgirl.com

	www.lungusa.org


	http://www.chp.org.au/factsheets/1.htm

	www.intac.com/~jdeck/tahra/Tp1.html

	www.tobacco.neu.edu/links/tlinks.htm


	http://www.pirg.org/nscahh/hunger.asp?id2=8771

	www.teenpregnancy.org

	www.whyquit.com


	www.nationalhomeless.org
	www.agi-usa.org/pubs/teen_preg_stats.html

	www.notobacco.org


	http://www.project.org/guide/hunger.html

	www.letsgetreal.org

	www.nicotinefreekids.com


	http://coe.west.asu.edu/homeless/myths.htm

	www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/teen.htm

	www.cybervillage.com/ocs/smoking.htm

	http://www.fortfreedom.org/n22.htm

	www.w-cpc.org/sexuality/teens.html

	www.ahealthyme.com/topic/smokingmyths


	http://www.realchangenews.org/

	www.parentingteens.about.com/cs/
teenpregfact/index.htm
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EVALUATION
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Use the following questions to evaluate the quality of your work:
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Was the information that you used current and relevant to the task at hand regarding your health-related social issue? 
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Is your presentation appealing, catchy, and creative? 
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Did your presentation get your point across? 
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Did you utilize several creative methods when developing your work? 
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Is your work persuasive and supportive? 
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Did your presentation focus on the affect of the health-related social issue on American society?
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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CONCLUSION
[image: image42.wmf]
Through this web-quest you and your group members should have a better understanding of the health-related social issues that our country is facing.  These problems affect all people at the local, state, and national levels. During the course of this assignment, you should have learned some new and interesting facts about these issues that you did not know before. You should also feel that you have a more healthy perspective on today’s health-related social issues.  Hopefully, the information that you learned during this activity will allow you to educate other people about the importance of these social issues.  

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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