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INTRODUCTION

      Do you want something that chills your inter-soul in the summer? It is a breath of cool fresh air in the fall. Your heart feels its warmth in the winter, and it wakes you in the spring.

         I have found something that stimulates all of your senses. The aroma takes you to the best places to eat in the world. You can hear the elements both in the earth and beyond just stop and listen to its whisper. All emotions ever felt you can experience in a matter of minutes. Things great as creation are at your fingertips. Come see the wonders of the infinite.

         What is the treasure I have found? It is the recipe for a short story.
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TASK

  Your assignment, if you dare to experience it, is to write an original short story with all the fixings. To do this, you must first read a short story listed on the resource page.

   After you have read the short story of your choice, answer the questions that pertain to the elements of a short story.

    Visit the process page, which lists by steps the instructions on how to create a web and finally, your original short story.
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PROCESS

Step 1

     Think of your short story as a meal and you need certain ingredients, seasonings and other preparations to enhance the taste and appearance of your meal. 

      Choose a short story to read and notice the title and illustrations. Make sure that your title and illustrations add to the attractiveness and the desire to read your story. Look for the elements of a short story as you read the story of your choice. Notice how the author adds favor to the story by the creative details. 

       Use Microsoft Word to create a document answering the following questions.

· What is the title of the story?

· Who is the author?

· Are there any illustrations? Did it have anything to do with you choosing this story?

· Where does the story place?

· Who are the main characters? Who are the major characters?

· Are there internal or external conflicts? Are there both kinds of conflicts?

· What are the conflict(s)?

· What point of view is the story told?

· What is the climax?

· What is the theme?

· Would children your age be interested in reading this book?

· Rate this story from 1-4 with 1 being boring and 4 being excellent.

    If you need help with reviewing the elements of a short story, click the elements below and go to the web sites to read what they are and what enhances the elements.

· Character
· Setting
· Plot

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://hanna.anderson5.net/kstepp/short_story_elements2AB.htm" 

Point of view

· Conflict
· Theme
        Step 2

          In the introduction it was mentioned that you would be given a recipe for a short story. Let’s say that the elements are the meat and potatoes.

          Now that you know the elements of a short story, you will be able to create a graphic organizer for your story. Complete the graphic organizer with the elements of your original short story. 

     Step 3

       You are now ready write the rough draft of your short story. Add elaborate details, which we will call the seasoning to your recipe. Use as many details as you can to enhance the favor of your story.   

            Make sure you have a title that attracts the reader. This is your beverage 

          Go to free clipart on the Internet to find illustrations or you can draw illustrations. This is the bread that goes with your meal.

          A good climax to your story would make a delicious dessert.

    Step 4

       Finally, using a Microsoft Word document, publish your short story using the rubrics and your notes as a guide.
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RESOURCES

Elements of a Short Story Websites


http://www.learner.org/exhibits/literature
http://www.cswnet.com/~erin/fiction.htm

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1987/1/87.01.08.x.html
http://www.csubak.edu/~jgaede/EDSE405/Approaches/shortstory.htm
http://www.quia.com/mc/347816.html
http://gaston.k12.nc.us/schools/highland/class/weaver/literary_terms.htm
http://users.aber.ac.uk/jpm/ellsa/ellsa_elements.html
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/KW/cyberconks/english/Short%20Story%20Assignments.htm
http://www.msu.edu/~bruinin5/mycharacter.htm
http://www.llcc.cc.il.us/gmurray/shortstoryterms.htm
http://www.verity.ashland.k12.ky.us/Portfolio/shortstory.htm
Short Story Websites

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/cgi-bin/read_db.pl?search_field=genre&search_for=children&order_by=rating,length_range,length&page=1&type_ind=stories
http://www.bnl.com/shorts/
Website for Free Clips

http://www.clipart.com/en/search/split?s=1&page=1&width=600&a=a&b=k&batch=12&sh=%2E%2D14000&q=food&_q=1&total=36461&k_mode=all
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EVALUATION

    Your story will be judged by the set of guidelines as all the other students. Become familiar with the criteria of the rubrics before passing in your final copy.

Rubrics

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1
	POINTS

	  Attractiveness & Organization 
	The story has exceptionally attractive illustrations and is well organized
	The story has attractive illustrations and is well organized
	The story has illustrations and is somewhat organized
	The story has no illustrations and its organization is confusing
	

	Writing - Organization
	 The story has a clear beginning, middle and end
	Almost all elements of the story are clear as well as a beginning, middle and end
	Some elements of the story are clear and has a somewhat beginning, middle or end
	Less than half of the elements of the story are clear and the beginning, middle and end run together
	

	Writing - Grammar
	There are no grammatical mistakes in the story with no need for feedback
	There are no grammatical mistakes after feedback
	There are 1-2 grammatical mistakes in the story after feedback
	There are several grammatical mistakes in the story after feedback
	

	Spelling & Proofreading
	No spelling errors remain after being edited and sentence structure is exceptional
	No more than 1 spelling error remains after editing and sentence structure us good
	No more than 3 spelling errors remain after editing and sentence structure needs work
	Several spelling mistakes remain in the story and editing and the sentence structure needs work
	

	Writing – Mechanics 
	Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the story
	Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the story
	There are 1-2 capitalization and/or punctuation errors in the story
	There are several capitalization and/or punctuation errors in the story
	

	Teacher’s Comments:
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CONCLUSION

      What is your favorite short story as a little child? What makes a good story? Is it the story or the characters or pictures? Was it the whole meal? A good short story has all of the elements including the visuals.

       Publishers of children’s stories written by children want a few good stories. I would like to get your permission to send your story to them, if your story meets all the qualifications.

       This recipe is the treasure I found. Enjoy the preparation of the meal (short story) and I look forward to reading it.    







CREDITS & RESOURCES
`

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/literature
http://www.cswnet.com/~erin/fiction.htm

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1987/1/87.01.08.x.html
http://www.csubak.edu/~jgaede/EDSE405/Approaches/shortstory.htm
http://www.quia.com/mc/347816.html
http://gaston.k12.nc.us/schools/highland/class/weaver/literary_terms.htm
http://users.aber.ac.uk/jpm/ellsa/ellsa_elements.html
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/KW/cyberconks/english/Short%20Story%20Assignments.htm
http://www.msu.edu/~bruinin5/mycharacter.htm
http://www.llcc.cc.il.us/gmurray/shortstoryterms.htm
http://www.verity.ashland.k12.ky.us/Portfolio/shortstory.htm
Short Story Websites

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/cgi-bin/read_db.pl?search_field=genre&search_for=children&order_by=rating,length_range,length&page=1&type_ind=stories
http://www.bnl.com/shorts/
Website for Free Clips

http://www.clipart.com/en/search/split?s=1&page=1&width=600&a=a&b=k&batch=12&sh=%2E%2D14000&q=food&_q=1&total=36461&k_mode=all
Websites for Middle  School English Webquests

http://www.allabery.com/courses/webquest/bats/
http://www.techtrekers.com/webquests/
http://home.sullivan.k12.il.us/eg2000/
http://sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/la.htm     

http://www.people.vcu.edu/~cjbaedke/webactivities.htm/




