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           SOL: Science 5.5 and English 5.1, 5.4, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9

 INTRODUCTION
     Your 5th grade class has decided to help choose an animal for the school mascot. Since your school is very near the James River that flows into the Atlantic Ocean, your class would like that animal to be one that lives in the ocean.  This animal will be a Water Wonder!

THE TASK

     It is your task to work in your class group to research facts and to prepare a presentation on ocean animals for consideration by the Principal and the Leadership Team in your school.  This presentation will be done in a Slide Show, using Appleworks 6.           

THE PROCESS

TASK 1:

   You will be assigned to a team of students, so that you make 4. Each team has one computer. You are responsible for working cooperatively with others.

TASK 2:

    You will research, read, and take notes on all four ocean animals which will be assigned to your group. You will research to find the following facts about each of the four animals as well as a find a picture: 

Where does the animal live? What is its ocean habitat? What does it eat? How does it defend itself? How does it protect its young? Is it endangered? Why or why not? 

TASK 3

   Your group will design a Slide Show from the notes on your worksheets that will include your research and show your ocean animals.  Your group will then present it to the Principal and the Leadership Team, as well as your class.

[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



RESOURCES

The four Ocean Animals for each group to research: 

    Group 1- Amazing Albatross, Happy Hammerhead Shark, Proud Penguin, and Sun-loving Sea Otter

    Group 2 -  Shinny Sea Star, Puffy Puffin, Salty Sea Urchin, and Striking Swordfish
    Group 3 –Beautiful Beluga Whale, Daring Bottlenose Dolphin, Marvelous Marlin, and Outrageous Octopus

     Group 4- Happy Humpback Whale, Atlantic Spotted Dolphin, Silent Sea Turtle, and Terrific Tiger Shark

     Group 5- Harry Harp Seal, Sensational Sea Lion, Mysterious Manta Ray, and Majestic Manatee
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Sources of information: You may use any non-fiction books, magazines, and encyclopedias from the Library Information Center.  The following websites may be a starting point for your research:

Various ocean animals- (whale, shark, dolphin, manta ray, puffins, sea turtle, octopus, sea otter, seals, sea lion)

http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/Home.html
http://www.seasky.org/reeflife/sea2d.html
http://tinyurl.com/6m95l
Penguin facts of all kinds may be found here.

Dolphins and whales –This website includes all kinds! 
The Sea star picture here is so great.


Clip art
 here is just the right size for reports.

Images found here are real photographs.

Dictionary anyone? You do want to check it out!

Encyclopedia- Use this in case you need more info.

_______________________________________

EVALUATION

You will be evaluated according to the guidelines in the rubric. Score: 8-9 points = Excellent, 5-6 points =Satisfactory, and 4-3 = Unsatisfactory.

Rubric
     1 points 
 2 points
3 points

RESEARCH

QUESTIONS
Some answers are incomplete, shows very little effort.
All questions are answered, but no pictures are included.
All questions & pictures are here.  Much research with much info on each animal.

GROUP 

PARTICIPA-TION


Many problems getting along. Others doing your work, or research.
Few problems working, but able to do work 80% of time.  
Worked well with group. Divided all work and helped others.
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SLIDE SHOW
S.S. shows little planning.

Grammar is poor. Facts are presented sloppy.
S.S is missing an animal or facts not all there. Grammar is adequate.
S.S. is very organized with facts and

animals.  Good planning and transitions.

CONCLUSION

   Congratulations students!  You have become keen researchers and you have shown that you have mastered Slide Show technology. You have also learned how to present a clear concise argument for selection of an amazing ocean animal!  I feel that your school leaders will be proud to choose one of these animals based on your recommendation.

     You are getting ready to study rocks and minerals this month, and perhaps you would like to research the “types or kinds” of rock and use your knowledge of Slide Show to show this material. Just image the fun ways you could show these kinds of rock with Appleworks software!
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=============================================================

CREDITS & REFERENCES

Images-

http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/index.html
Based on a template from the WebQuest Page-2004

TEACHER RESOURCE
                                             Name________________

                    Ocean Animal Research

Animal Name___________________________________

Where does it live?_______________________________

_______________________________________________

What is its habitat?_______________________________

________________________________________________

What does it eat?_________________________________

_______________________________________________

How does it behave? (does it live in groups, alone)_______

_______________________________________________

How does it defend itself?__________________________

________________________________________________

Is it endangered? _________________________________
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