Author Quest
SOL 4.2 Eng:  Make and listen to oral presentations and reports
SOL 4.3 Eng:    Read fiction/nonfiction with fluency and accuracy

SOL 4.4a & 4.5 Eng:  Read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction and nonfiction   and explain the author’s purpose--to entertain, to persuade, or to inform.

SOL 4.6 Eng:  Research a topic and demonstrate comprehension of information resources
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INTRODUCTION

Authors write for many reasons.  Sometimes they want to entertain us--the readers--with a delightful story.  Other times, they write to inform us about something or someone.  Yet, at other times, authors write to try and persuade us to think a certain way.  These three reasons—to entertain, to inform, and to persuade—make up the author’s purpose for writing.   The author’s purpose is found in both fiction and nonfiction writing.  In this Author Quest, we will explore not only why an author writes (purpose) but also determine if the writing is fiction or nonfiction.
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THE TASK
The fourth graders will host a “Meet the Author Day” for the 3rd and 5th graders in the gym.  We will dress up as a selected author and set up “author tables” displaying books by the various authors (see Mrs. Robertson’s Author List).  As the students come around to each table they should learn from the display and listen to the “author” (that’s YOU!) to find out if you write fiction or nonfiction.  You will need to explain your background, such as when you were a child and before you became a writer.

THE PROCESS

You will explore the biographies of several authors and be able to tell others about the type of each author’s writings (fiction/nonfiction/poetry, etc) with THREE of the following:
**NOTE:  Numbers 1 and 6 are REQUIRED.  
[image: image3.png]


**1.  Read a book from the selection in the Book List (see Mrs. Robertson for the list).  Take an Accelerated Reader test on the book.  (Don’t worry…All books on the selected Book List are Accelerated Reader selections!)
2.  Classify the selected authors from the Authors List (see Mrs. Robertson for Authors List) into fiction/non-fiction writers using chart paper.
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3.  Using your artistic abilities, create a 81/2” X 11” “portrait” of any author to display at your table.  You’ll find GREAT pictures of many authors using the “Resources” section in this WebQuest. 
4.  Make a Venn Diagram poster to compare/contrast two authors (childhood years, fiction/nonfiction writers, author’s purpose for writing, type of characters in their stories, and anything else!!).

5.  Design a centerpiece for your Author Table to celebrate your favorite book.  This must be a three-dimensional structure found in your favorite book.  (Examples:  Create the bridge from Bridge to Teribithia; Create cute little Ralph S. Mouse himself from Ralph S. Mouse; or build the rock cave that Brian called home from Hatchet.)  USE YOUR OWN IDEAS!  
**6.  Book “Sell”:  Pretend to be the author.  Select a favorite part of the book that clearly shows the author’s purpose to share with the students as they arrive at your table.  Using the microphone read this clearly and carefully.  Keep it short (less than a minute!) and show enthusiasm because you want to encourage the students to read the whole book for themselves!  …In other words, you want to SELL the idea of reading this book! 
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RESOURCES

www.trelease-on-reading.com 
www.teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/ecarle.htm
www.garypaulsen.com
www.wheaton.edu/learners/ARCSC/collects/sc03/bio.htm
http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/
www.mrsmad.com/Default.asp
www.bookhooks.com/index.cfm
http://www.oup.co.uk/oxed/children/authors/
http://friend.ly.net/users/jorban
http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/School_Bell/Language_Arts/Book_Reviews/
www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/askauthor/paterson.html
EVALUATION

You will be evaluated on how well you attempt and complete EACH job from “The Process” above:

ZERO POINTS:   Did not attempt

   ONE POINT:   SLIGHT ATTEMPT, but lots missing
TWO POINTS:    STRONG EFFORT MADE, very little missing

THREE POINTS:  VERY THOROUGH and COMPLETE

Follow the rubric for each task and do your BEST WORK!  
	Ward Elementary School

	Author Quest Rubric
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	Name: ________________________
Teacher: Mrs. Robertson

	Date : ___________________
Title of Work: ___________________

	 
Criteria
Points
1
2
3
4
 
Read a book from the Book List and take AR test.  Completed “Book Sell” of the book.
Did not attempt.
Slight attempt, but received below 70% on AR test.

Book Sell was not enthusiastic.
Good effort made with 80-90% on AR test.

Book Sell was somewhat enthusiastic.
Very thorough and complete--95-100% on AR test.  All will want to read  after your Book Sell!
____
Classifying Authors into fiction/non-fiction writers
Slight attempt but many missing or placed in wrong category
Slight attempt, but some missing or placed in wrong category
Strong effort Made--nearly all are classified correctly
Classified correctly and no authors missing!
____
Drew 8 1/2" x 11" Author Portraits
Slight attempt with little effort; too large, too small, lacks neatness, etc. 
Slight attempt with more effort. Lacks detail, etc.
Attempted with some details of the author, good effort for size, neatness, etc.
Attempted with the very best efforts to draw an attractive Author Portrait.
____
Venn Diagram of two authors
One or more sections left blank.
0-2 ideas in each section
3-4 ideas in each section
5 or more ideas in each section.
____
Design Centerpiece for your Book Sell table.
Poorly designed.  Not 3-D.  Not attractive due to lack of neatness, effort, size, etc.
It is 3-D but lacks neatness.  Not attractive (not colorful, too small or too large)
It is 3-D and is neat and attractive.  Poor planning of size.
It is 3-D and it looks fabulous as a table centerpiece!
____
 
 
 
 
Total---->
____

	Teacher Comments:  
 


	

Powered by TeAch-nology.com- The Web Portal For Educators! (www.teach-nology.com)


	



CONCLUSION

Wow!  This quest has been quite a journey!  You have explored the purposes for authors’ writing and have read another GREAT book by a well-known author.  Reading to others has helped you with your oral presentation skills.  Did you “sell” your book well?  By classifying authors into groups (fiction and non-fiction) you have become more aware of reasons for writing.  A lot of research was needed for this and you have learned how to navigate through the Web to complete this objective.  Creating a portrait and designing a 3-D structure took time to make them just right.  You learned more about two authors’ lives and background with the Venn Diagram.  You exercised your creative side with a table centerpiece based on an item from your favorite book.

EXTRA CREDIT:  Read an additional AR book from the book list and/or complete all of the tasks in the WebQuest.

CREDITS & REFERENCES 
I explored many sites and studied a vast number of other WebQuests.  Here are just a few:

http://webquest/sdsu.edu/materials.htm
http://www.people.vcu.edu/~cjbaedke/webquest.html
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/designsteps/index.html                                                                    
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Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004
