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Science SOL 2.4,  2.5,  2.7

The student will investigate and understand that plants and animals undergo a series of orderly changes in their life cycle.  The student will investigate and understand that living things are a part of a system.   The student will investigate and understand that weather and seasonal changes affect plants, animals, and their surroundings.
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Everywhere you look, there are bugs!  Bugs in the yard, bugs in the basement, bugs on the counter and even bugs on your flowers!

Well, this is your lucky day! You and three of your buddies have been selected to become entomologist. For the next three weeks you will study the world of BUGS!  You will learn what makes them crawl, what makes them fly, what makes them sting and even what do they eat! Did you know that there are more bugs than human beings?  Did you know that bugs have body parts and can even be helpful to you?
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During the next few weeks you and your buddies will be gathering information about the insect of your choice.  To become a bug specialist, and undertake this awesome task, you will make a KWL chart to be used throughout your project. You will record- What you Know, Want to know, and What you want to Learn.

You will also reconvene with your buddies and each one of you will chart your findings about insects and write a paragraph to be shared later. Your final task will be an oral report of your research.

[image: image11..pict]Well, it's time to get started, Be on the look-out, because when you finish this project, you will know what's crawling, stinging, itching, and bugging you!!!!
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Step 1: Each person should select one insect to investigate from the list below.
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Ladybug

caterpillar
     bumble bee
  spider



     



      


              


Step 2:  Start gathering information on the insect you selected. Find out:



Where it lives?



What does it eat?



How long does it live?



What is the lifecycle?


Step 3: Sort through the information and Check out if the insect you selected is harmful or helpful.  Write one paragraph explaining why your insect is considered harmful or helpful.  Then draw a picture of your insect.


Step 4: Study the anatomy of your insect. After you have learned about your insect's body parts, make a drawing of the insect and label the parts.  Include in your labeling, head, thorax, antennae, eyes, legs, and abdomen.


Step 5: Your final step as an entomologist, is to write a report on your insect.  In your report be sure to include pictures and the following information you researched:



Where it lives?



What food does it eat?



What family does it belong to?



What is its life cycle?



How does it adapt to its environment?

Step 6: Report your insect findings to your class by reading your papers and report.


Insects facts and information:

http://www.insects.org/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/reasrc…
http://education_world.com/a_site
http://www.insecta.com/
http://earthlife.net/insect/
http://enchantedlearning.com/subj
http://azwildbirds.com/misc/lizar
www.ivyhall.district96.k12.il
http://ellerbruch.nmu.edu/classes/cs2
Crafts and Activities:

http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/bugc
http://members.aol.com/YESSedu/kidsfun
http://qomilpitas.com/homescoulin
http://americanhumane.org/kids/insects.htm
Puzzles, word search , and color sheets:

http://www.ento.csiro.au/aboutinsect
http://www.pbs.org/whet/nature/alienempire
http://billybear4kids.com/butterfly/flutter_funhtml
http://www.school.discovery.com/clipart/
Books:

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Spider

The Grouchy Ladybug 

The Very Busy Spider  

The Best Bug Parade

Icky Bug Counting Book

Big Book of Bugs



Your participation and papers will be graded in the following manner:


1. Process-a look at organization of complete project; how time was spent working independently and with group; knowledge obtained through research; and presentation.

2. Product-the format; grammar and spelling structure; creativity and demonstration of knowledge.

3. Participation-were you a team player? 



Finally, you have completed your training in entomology.  You are now licensed to tell your classmates what you have discovered about the World of Insects.  You can identify body parts; you can identify harmful and helpful insects. Great Work!  Be sure to get your certificate!
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