Find Your Romantic Twin
English SOL 12:1 & 12:3

Designed by Mary Mordica

memordica@henrico.k12.va.us
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INTRODUCTION
You are a poet in The Lake District of  England in 1829.  Your poetry has not yet become all the rage…not yet!  You believe your misfortune is due to the fact that you just found out your mother had an illegitimate child and sent him off to America (gasp)! Pretty sure that your creative genius can be set free if you find your poetic soul mate, you set off to the Americas to find him.  
THE TASK
Select your favorite British Romantic poet and assume his identity.  Know your poetic style and themes as well as your life story and what makes you  tick.  You’ll be searching for your counterpart thematically, biographically, and stylistically.  Start your quest by researching who the American Romantics are.  You will read the poetry of the Romantics and find the one poet whose work, life, and style most resembles yours.  Then, you will put together your family album in the form of a power point presentation.  This digital album will contain photos of you both, explanations of the similarities you share, and samples of your common thematic styles.
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THE PROCESS
1. Select your British Romantic identity, know your biography, style, and themes.  This should be one of the eight poets we have been studying in class. 
2. Research and record information about the American Romantics.  Start with reading a few representative poems from each poet.  Record this info so you can keep track.
3. Select the poet whose identity most resembles yours based on the elements of 
· Biographical background

· Themes in writing
· Style of writing
4. Put that information together in a  digital photo album/power point presentation with at least ten slides (of content), and share your findings with the class in the form of a  3-5 minute speech.

5. Create a Final Works Cited slide in MLA format (this will be slide 11)
6. Continue on with life as a successful and complete poet having found your other half.
EVALUATION
	
	1

Strangers
	2

Third Cousins
	3

First Cousins
	4

Twins!
	Score

	Number of slides
	Fewer than six slides
	Six - eight slides
	Nine-ten slides
	More than ten
	

	Correlation
Between

poets
	Very weak or no clear connection
	An inconsistent match
	Wow! Close, very close
	Dead on!
	(worth 2 scores)

	Photos
	One or two pictures
	Three or four pictures
	Five or six pictures
	A complete family album
	

	Transitions
	Four + slides lacked transition
	Two to three slides missing transition
	One slide missing a transition
	All slides contained transitions
	

	    Oral presentation
	Little to no inflection. Mostly reading
	Some inflection. 
Some reading.
	Good voice. A little reading.
	Very well spoken. No reading.
	

	Poetry included
	No poetry examples
	One or two examples
	At least three clear examples
	Four or more poetic correlations
	

	Final Slide
	No final slide
	Final slide in incorrect format
	Final slide with no more than two minor flaws
	Perfect final slide
	










Total score ___________
CONCLUSION
At long last, you have found your Romantic twin.  Sharing similar themes, ideas, and styles with another inspired soul is rewarding isn’t it?  Now you know that although separated by continents and political barriers, the Romantics in England and in America shared strikingly similar ideas about nature, the industrial age, individuals, and even death.  
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RESOURCES
	A list of American Writers 1820-1865
	http://www.pbs.org/wnet/ihas/icon/transcend.html


	American Romanticism
	http://classiclit.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ&sdn=classiclit&zu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcu.edu%2Fengweb%2Feng372%2Fintro.htm


	American Romantic Writers
	http://www.nagasaki-gaigo.ac.jp/ishikawa/amlit/19ro/f_authors19ro.htm


	Devoted to American and British Romanticism
	http://www.unm.edu/~garyh/romantic/romantic.html#amromantic


	Find poems and brief bio. information here
	http://www.poets.org/search.php/prmResetList/1


	MLA format for last slide
	http://www.liu.edu/cwis/CWP/library/workshop/citmla.htm



