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Introduction

Now that we have finished reading Of Mice and Men, we will now learn more about John Steinbeck, his family, his background, and more facts about his book.

Task

Of Mice and Men Assignment 

    Today, you will break into groups to either research John Steinbeck or the novel, Of Mice and Men. You will have five class periods to work on this project. You will search the internet for information as well as find pictures to support your research.  You are to create a collage / appleworks presentation / iMovie on the information and pictures you find and present to the class in a twenty minute presentation.   Answer the following questions in your presentation: 

Process

Group One: John Steinbeck 

1. Where was John Steinbeck born? 

2.  Who were his wives?  What are his children’s names? 

3.  When did Steinbeck die?  Where is he buried? 

4.  Any additional facts you find interesting. 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided. 

Group Two:  Steinbeck's Fiction 

 3.  How did Steinbeck "research" his fiction? 

 4.  When did Steinbeck win the Nobel Prize?  Can you find some interesting quotes from his acceptance speech? 

 5.  What other novels did Steinbeck write? 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided. 

Group Three:  Of Mice and Men 

 1.  When was Of Mice and Men first published?  What did the original cover look like? 

 2.  Are there any interesting facts about the writing of the novel? 

 3.  Was the novel a commercial success? 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided. 

Group Four: The Migrant Worker 

1.  Lennie and George, the two main characters in the book, are migrant workers.  What is a migrant worker? 

2.  Find a painting / photo which you feel best represents the Northern California migrant worker. 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided. 

Group Five:  A Banned Book 

 6.  Of Mice and Men is one of the most frequently banned books in the United States.  Why has it been banned? 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided. 

Group Six:  Salinas, California 

1.  Salinas, California is the setting of this novel.  Describe this setting. 

2.  Provide pictures of Salinas to show the class. 

**Create your own exhibit using the great wealth of web resources provided.

Study Resources 

Vocabulary from the Novel 

Character Profiles 

"To a Mouse"--by Robert Burns 

Of Mice and Men Study Questions 

Group Discussion 

 Euthanasia and Of Mice and Men 

A Student Survival Guide 

Mental Retardation Information 

Book Club Questions 
Of Mice and Men Debate
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Steinbeck Resources 

Steinbeck Biography                                  

One More Steinbeck Biography 

A Search for Steinbeck's Grave 

The National Steinbeck Center 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Literary Resources 

Steinbeck Novels 

Poet Laureate                                     

A Steinbeck Timeline 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Textual Resources 

This History of Migrant Workers             

Banned Books 

Films  


Visual Resources 
Salinas, California 

New Deal Photo Gallery (Migrant Workers)
Evaluation 

Each group will be evaluated on both the creativity and the quality of their various exhibits, the cohesiveness of the group presentation, and their cooperation in creating the best possible archive.  This will be a TEST grade. 

   Rubric 
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Works well

Together  
Poor  10pts.
Good 14 pts
Great 20
Total

Accuracy of 

Information
Poor  10
Good 20
Great 30
Total

Creativity

Of Project
Poor  10
Good 14
Great 20
Total

Uses the entire 20 min.
Poor  3
Good  6
Great 10
Total

Composure
Poor  3
Good  6
Great 10
Total

WOW!!!
Poor  3
Good  6
Great 10
Total










    Grade






  

