
“Catching Holden”

10.7 The student will develop a variety of writings with an emphasis on exposition.
10.10 The student will use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas.
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INTRODUCTION

This summer you will have the pleasure of reading The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger for your first novel study in Honors English 10.  As an introduction to the novel, we are going to spend some time getting to know the author of this controversial novel.  To complete this project you will need to tap into your “creative side” to create a product that is both informative and entertaining.  Enjoy!!  

THE TASK

Congratulations!!!!  You have just been hired as a columnist for the Highland Springs Gazette and as your first assignment, you will conduct a one on one interview with J.D. Salinger at his home.  Because this is the first installment of your weekly column, “Writer’s Block”, you want it to be appealing to the reader and impressive to your boss!  The final product will be your finished newspaper column complete with pictures, captions, a headline, byline, and of course the details of your interview.    

THE PROCESS

1. First, use the links under the section “Resources - Salinger Bio” to get information on the author.  Don’t limit yourself to information such as where he was born, whether or not he was married, or if he has any children.  Remember, Salinger is the author of a very controversial novel that was banned in many school systems.  So make sure you are getting information that will interest the reader.  Remember the information that you find will serve as the answers to your interview questions.

2. Second, use the information you found to create the 5 questions that you will use to interview Salinger. Then once you have created your questions, you will be able to compose Salinger’s responses accordingly.  The questions that you ask should be “open ended” questions (i.e. do not ask questions that will only result in responses that are “yes” or “no”).  Put these questions and answers in the following format:

Your name:  Question goes here………

Salinger:  Response……..

3. Third, you must illustrate your interview by adding pictures to your column.  Use the information that you found on the websites to get an idea of what J.D. Salinger’s house might look like, whether or not he has any pets, what does his favorite room in the house look like, etc.  It might be a good idea to also include a picture of J.D. Salinger as well as the cover of the novel.  Each picture must have a caption underneath that describes what is going on in the photo.

4. Finally, you need to create a headline for your article that is catchy and appealing to the reader.  Remember, your final product should look just like a column in a newspaper.  So you definitely want to put the name of your column, “Writer’s Block”, on the page as well as a byline (i.e. “written by: Jeanine Turner”).  
RESOURCES
Biography by A&E Television (type “Salinger” in the box)

http://www.biography.com/
J.D. Salinger

http://www.levity.com/corduroy/salinger.htm
Salinger.Org

http://www.salinger.org/
Dead Caulfields

http://www.geocities.com/deadcaulfields/DCHome.html
Sample Newspaper Pages

http://www.800padutch.com/z/timharrower.htm
EVALUATION
The following rubric will be used to evaluate your final project that will count as a test grade.

file:///Macintosh HD/Users/teacher/Desktop/Rubric For Ms. Turner


CONCLUSION

I hope that you have had fun completing this project while getting a little background about J.D. Salinger and The Catcher in the Rye.  This should help to gear you up for a great read this summer! For fun, click on this link to read the introduction and some excerpts from the novel.  Happy reading!!!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0316769487/ref=sib_dp_pt/002-9847856-9856823 - reader-page
Based on a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2004

