


Animal Farm and the Russian Revolution


English 10

SOLs

10.1 The student will participate in and report on small-group learning activities

10.3 The student will read, comprehend, and critique literary works

10.7 The student will develop a variety of writing, with an emphasis on exposition

10.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing

10.10 The student will use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas

10.11 The student will collect, evaluate, organize, and present information
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INTRODUCTION

This is your life…


































       

You are a plow horse on a small farm in England.  You have sweated and toiled in the fields your whole life.  You are given only enough food to survive.  You have been whipped and punished when you were too sick to work.  You live in a barn and sleep on a filthy pile of straw.  All of this you endure while the farmer sips chilled lemonade on the shaded front porch, eats your slaughtered fellow farm animals for dinner, and sleeps on the soft feathers of last Easter’s executed goose.

An older and more experienced animal suggests, “Remove Man from the scene, and the root cause of hunger and overwork is abolished forever” (Orwell, 29).

And so the seed is planted.  The word is spreading.  It can happen…

Revolution!

Humankind must be abolished.

But do you dare?

THE TASK



You’ve heard from some traveling, gossiping birds that a revolution similar to the one you and your cohorts are considering occurred in Russia in the early 20th century.  Also, apparently there has been a book written by an Englishman named George Orwell about the same topic.  

Before you decide to overthrow the farmer, you’d better do some research!

· Investigate the Russian Revolution and report back to your fellow farm animals with a brief presentation.

· Look into this Orwell guy and see what he’s all about.  Then read his novel, Animal Farm to see if it’s any help to your decision.

· Finally, you’ll have to decide if you have the strength and organization to defeat the farmer and run the farm on your own.


THE PROCESS

This project will be broken up into three sections:  before you read George Orwell’s novel Animal Farm, while you read the novel, and after you read the novel.

Before you read the novel:

With a partner, you will be required to research one of the following people from Russian history:

· Tsar Nicholas II

· Karl Marx

· Vladimir Lenin

· Joseph Stalin

· Leon Trotsky

Together you will prepare a 4-5 minute presentation including a summary of that person’s life and a description of their political beliefs.  You will also design a handout that includes the important information you discovered, at least two pictures, and a list of the resources you used.  Before your presentation, you should make enough copies of your handout for each of your classmates as well as your teacher.

My partner’s name:

My topic:

Date of the presentation:

While you read the novel:

You will be given time during our study of George Orwell’s Animal Farm to study the author using online resources.  Write three paragraphs using the following format:

Paragraph 1: A description of George Orwell’s life

Paragraph 2:  An explanation of Orwell’s writing career (what types of things did he write?)

Paragraph 3:  What was Orwell’s motivation for writing Animal Farm?  Why did he write a book about animals taking over a farm?

Due Date:  


After you read the novel:

1.  With a partner, design a poster that shows a timeline of the events in Animal Farm and compares them with events that occurred in Russia during and after the revolution.  Be sure to show how characters in the novel are representative of people from Russian history.

Due Date:  


2. Write an essay expressing your final decision:  As a plow horse on a farm in England, who has read and researched similar revolutions, do you encourage the animals to overthrow the farmer?  If so, what should you and the other animals do to avoid the conflicts that occurred in Orwell’s novel and in Russia?  If not, why not?  What should you do instead?
Due Date:  



RESOURCES

Russian History

http://www.marxists.org/history/international/comintern/sections/ussr/
http://dewey.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/orwell.html
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/russia_1917_to_1939.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/nicholasii.htm (Nicholas)

http://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/AlexPalaceNRbio.html (Nicholas)

http://tinyurl.com/4q2hm (Nicholas)

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/index.htm (Marx)

http://www.philosophypages.com/ph/marx.htm (Marx)

http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/marx.html (Marx)

http://www.casahistoria.net/Stalin2.htm (Stalin)

http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/ (Lenin)

http://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/ (Trotsky)

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUStrotsky.htm (Trotsky)

George Orwell

http://www.netcharles.com/orwell/
http://www.levity.com/corduroy/orwell.htm
http://dewey.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/orwell.html
http://www.resort.com/~prime8/Orwell/
Animal Farm and Russia Comparisons

http://www.novelguide.com/animalfarm/metaphoranalysis.html
http://barney.gonzaga.edu/~sbennet3/mead/lessonplans/animalfarm.htm

EVALUATION

Each of the four assignments will be graded as a separate homework grade.  The following rubrics will be used to assess each assignment.

	Russian Research Presentation

	




	Names: ____________________________________________________________________

Teacher: Ms. Nellen


	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

The students will use internet resources to gather accurate and complete information about an assigned person from Russian history.
Uses one resource, provides little explanation of important events in subject's life, makes no attempt to answer classmates' and teacher's questions about subject

Uses two resources, provides explanation of a few important events in subject's life, has difficulty answering questions about subject but attempts response

Uses a number of resources, provides explanation of most important events in subject's life, is able to answer some questions about subject

Uses many resources, provides explanation of all important events in subject's life, is able to answer questions about subject

____

The students will present their information in a 4-5 minute presentation.
no eye contact with audience, presentation is shorter than 3 minutes or longer than 6 minutes, appears to be nervous and fidgety throughout presentation, makes mistakes throughout presentation, voice is inaudible and difficult to understand

has occasional eye contact with audience during presentation, remains within 1 minute of the time limit, appears to be nervous and fidgety at times, makes occasional mistakes and is unable to recover, voice is often inaudible 

has eye contact with audience during most of the presentation, remains within 30 seconds of the time limit, very little visible tension or fidgeting, makes a few noticeable mistakes but easily recovers, voice is usually audible 

has consistent eye contact with audience throughout presentation, remains within the time limit, appears to be self-confident and calm, makes no noticeable mistakes, voice is audible at all times

____

The students will design a handout that includes important information, two pictures, and a reference list.  The student will make copies for classmates and teacher.
boring or cluttered, no appropriate pictures, difficult to read, unorganized, very little explanation of subject's life and beliefs, incomplete list of references, no copies made

Somewhat boring or cluttered, one appropriate picture, difficult to read, slightly unorganized, explanation of subject's life and beliefs is lacking necessary information, incomplete list of references, incorrect number of copies made

Slightly bland or cluttered, two appropriate pictures, fairly easy to read, somewhat organized, basic explanation of subject's life and beliefs, complete list of references, incorrect number of copies made

visually attractive handout, not cluttered, two appropriate pictures, easy to read and well-organized, thorough explanation of subject's life and beliefs, complete list of references, copies made for each student and the teacher

____



	 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
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	George Orwell Paragraphs

	




	Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Teacher: Ms. Nellen


	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

The student will use internet resources to write a paragraph describing the life of George Orwell.
The paragraph shows little research and tells few of the important events in Orwell's life, the writing shows little organization or planning, the paragraph is cluttered with spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows limited research and tells some of the important events in Orwell's life, the writing is occasionally difficult to follow and strays off topic, the paragraph has a number of spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows research and tells most of the important events in Orwell's life, the writing is usually clear and concise and is somewhat organized, the paragraph has few spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows thorough research and tells all of the important events in Orwell's life, the writing is clear, concise, and organized; the paragraph is free of spelling and grammatical errors

____

The student will use internet resources to write a paragraph explaining Orwell's writing career and the type of writing he produced.
The paragraph shows little research and tells few facts about Orwell's career, the writing shows little organization or planning, the paragraph is cluttered with spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows limited research and tells some facts about Orwell's career, the writing is occasionally difficult to follow and strays off topic, the paragraph has a number of spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows research and tells most of the important facts about Orwell's career, the writing is usually clear and concise and is somewhat organized, the paragraph has few spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows thorough research and tells all of the important facts about Orwell's career, the writing is clear, concise, and organized; the paragraph is free of spelling and grammatical errors

____

Using knowledge about Orwell and his writing career, the student will write a paragraph explaining why he or she thinks Orwell wrote Animal Farm.
The paragraph shows little thought and tells no clear reasons, the writing shows little organization or planning, the paragraph is cluttered with spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows limited thought and tells one clear reason, the writing is occasionally difficult to follow and strays off topic, the paragraph has a number of spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows thought and tells two clear reasons, the writing is usually clear and concise and is somewhat organized, the paragraph has few spelling and grammatical errors

The paragraph shows thorough thought and tells more than two clear reasons, the writing is clear, concise, and organized; the paragraph is free of spelling and grammatical errors

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



	Teacher Comments:
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	Animal Farm/Russia Comparison Poster

	




	Names: ____________________________________________________________________

Teacher: Ms. Nellen


	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Students will complete a timeline poster that shows comparisons between the events in Animal Farm and the Russian Revolution.
The poster is not organized as a timeline and includes few important events from the novel. The poster does not include comparisons between characters from the novel and people (or groups of people) from Russian history. There are many errors in the comparisons. The poster is visually unattractive and lacks color.

The poster is not organized as a timeline and includes some important events from the novel with the coordinating event from Russian history. The poster includes comparisons between characters from the novel and people (or groups of people) from Russian history. There may be a number of mistakes in the comparisons. The poster is unattractive or lacks color.

The poster is organized as a timeline including most of the important events from the novel with the coordinating event from Russian history. The poster includes comparisons between characters from the novel and people (or groups of people) from Russian history. There may be a mistake in the comparisons. The poster looks acceptable and includes some color.

The poster is organized as a timeline including all important events from the novel with the coordinating event from Russian history. The poster includes comparisons between characters from the novel and people (or groups of people) from Russian history. The poster is visually attractive and colorful.

____



	Teacher Comments:
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	Final Essay

	




	Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Teacher: Ms. Nellen


	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

The student will follow the writing process.
Student did not follow the writing process or turned in only the final draft. There are many spelling and grammatical errors.

Student followed some steps of the writing process or did not turn in some of the drafts. There are some spelling or grammatical errors

Student followed all steps of the writing process except one OR did not turn in one of the steps. There are some spelling or grammatical errors

Student (1)brainstormed, (2)made an outline, (3)had a classmate check the rough draft for content, (4)revised, (5)had a classmate, teacher, or parent check the next draft for editing, (6)prepared a final draft with no spelling or grammatical errors, and (7)turned all steps of the process in to the teacher

____

The student will write an organized essay including an introductory paragraph with a thesis, body paragraphs beginning with a topic sentence, and a conclusion.
no thesis statement, organization of body paragraphs is unclear and does not make sense, body paragraphs have no topic sentences and the essay does not include a conclusion

thesis statement has no clear point and does not use an active verb, organization of body paragraphs is unclear at times, some body paragraphs have a topic sentence and the essay includes a conclusion

thesis statement has no clear point or does not use an active verb, organization of body paragraphs is clear, most body paragraphs have a topic sentence and the essay includes a conclusion

thesis statement has a clear point and uses an active verb, organization of body paragraphs is clear and makes sense, each body paragraph has a topic sentence and the essay includes a conclusion

____

The student will decide whether it is the best decision to revolt and explain why or why not.
there is no decision made and the essay veers off topic

decision jumps back and forth and little explanation is given

decision is one way or the other and some explanation is given

decision is one way or the other and full explanation is given

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



	Teacher Comments:
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CONCLUSION

Who would have thought that a plow horse could make such important decisions?!  As you learned from reading Animal Farm and studying the Russian Revolution, sometimes decisions have to be made by the little guy.  But watch out!  Eventually the little guy becomes the big guy and power goes to his head.


CREDITS & REFERENCES
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