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QUESTION

[image: image2.wmf]We have spent a few days talking about our basic needs: food, clothing, and shelter.  Many of you have mentioned that there are people in the world who do not have these basic needs.  You have also noticed that if they don’t have NEEDS they may also be lacking WANTS (or, those things that we don’t need in order to survive, but those things that make life more fun and interesting).  OK, we’ve noticed and commented.  Now it’s time to try to make a change, maybe even a difference in someone’s life.  Let’s ask ourselves: HOW CAN WE HELP OTHERS? (Remember, it’s the Holidays!)

PLAN (to be teacher directed, as these are KG students)
[image: image3.wmf](SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR READERS: Our school has informally adopted a city school that has many children who are truly in need and this project will work to benefit these children and their school, which also lacks some basic resources which aid in the learning process.)

1. Let’s begin with some brainstorming.  Let’s make a list of the ways we can help  others in our community, or beyond.

2. Great!  Your list is fantastic.  I have noticed that you mentioned that we can help children who may not have everything that they need.  I think this is a great idea.  How can we help them?  Do you have a certain group of children in mind?  Or, can we think of a group of children who may need our help?  

3. I hear that many of you are thinking of other Kindergartners and that some of you have remembered the children from the school I had mentioned to you earlier this week.  Is there a way we can help the children at this school?
4. Great idea!  We can collect NEEDS and WANTS for these children!  What a great community service project for us to work on! 

5. Now that we have our project in place, we need to get busy!  We don’t have much time before vacation and we will need to get many things done before then.  We will need to:

· Find out what Kindergartners need and what they want.

· Write a letter to your parents asking for help with donations.

· Find boxes to store the donations as they arrive.

· Find out how many children for whom we are collecting items.

· Sort items as they arrive into the appropriate boxes.

· Decide upon a way to get the items to the school.

That is a lot to do in a very short amount of time!  Let’s get started.
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Most of our work will be done daily from now until we leave for Winter Vacation.  This means that we have about 4 weeks to put our plan into action and to get some great things collected for our new Kindergarten Friends! 

PROJECT

Now that we have a plan and we know what we need to get it accomplished, let’s get going!

1. We need to begin by creating a list of items that Kindergartners need and want.  Perhaps we should make two lists.  This information will be helpful when we write the letter to your parents asking for their help with donations.  Let’s not forget to think about what items the students may need for their classroom.  Do we need three lists?

2. These are long lists.  As we were creating it, I heard someone mention that we should find a few things that most Kindergartners would want or need so that the contributions to our new friends are somewhat the same.  How can we do this?  A graph!  What a great idea!  Let’s take our list items and make a graph.  We can each choose one WANT and one NEED as our favorite.  The top 3 choices from each category will be the ones we include in our letter home to your parents.  We will include all of the items that you brainstormed for the classroom teacher. 

3. OK, now that we have our short list of the needs and wants that we feel should be collected for our new friends, it’s time to write a letter to your parents asking for their help.  Let’s use Microsoft Word to write this letter.

4. Now that we have the letter written, we need to get it copied and sent home to your parents.  Hopefully, we should be getting donations soon!

5. While we wait for donations (a two-week time frame), we need to: 

· [image: image5.wmf]get two boxes and label them so that when you bring items for our friends you have a place to put them.  We will sort items as they arrive.

· email our new friends and their teacher to find out how many “girl” gifts we need and how many “boy” gifts we need.

· discuss a way to get the gifts to our new friends.

6.  OK—two weeks have passed, and our project is getting close to being complete. We have emailed our friends and now know how many boys and girls are in the class.  They have invited us to come visit the day before our vacation begins, so we will take all of their gifts to them on this day.  I have planned this trip and all is in order for that: we have a bus, and field trip forms have been signed and returned.  I heard someone suggest that since we are bringing gifts to our new friends we should wrap them, so we have added this job to our plan.  First, we need to count the items in the NEEDS box and the items in the WANTS box to make sure we have enough.  Then, we need to make sure we have enough items for girls and for boys.  Then, we can begin wrapping.  

7. As we were wrapping, many of you were discussing our Winter Party and were talking about how great it would be to take treats to our new friends.  Let’s type a quick letter, print it, and copy it to see if any of your parents would be willing to provide treats for this celebration.  We can’t forget to include the number of people that we need treats for (our class + our new friends + the teachers = the total).

8. Your parents were excited about your celebration idea and cookies and juice boxes have arrived to feed us all (someone noticed that these are NEEDS!).  We have packed them up and they are ready for our trip. Your parents have helped us in so many ways as we planned and implemented this project.  I think it is time to say thanks!  Today we are going to work really hard on a thank-you note to your parents.  Each of us will write our own letter, but you may choose how you create the letter.  You may write using KidWorks, Microsoft Word, or even Student Writing Center (can you create your own letterhead?).  We will all make sloppy copies in our journal and our Reading and Writing Buddies will help us in the computer lab to turn these drafts into finished masterpieces!

9. Our trip is in two days so we need to make sure we have everything in order:

· Do we have all of the gifts for the students in the class?

· Does each child have one NEED gift and one WANT gift?

· Are the gifts (the NEEDS) for the teacher/classroom wrapped and ready to go?

· Have we packed up the supplies for the celebration?

· [image: image6.wmf]Has your teacher arranged to take a digital camera on the trip with us? While on the trip, I will be capturing the day with pictures taken with the digital camera.  Once we return to Twin Hickory, we will use these pictures in a Power Point Presentation which will highlight this project and will detail what we’ve learned about Needs, Wants, and Community Service.

10. Today is the day!  Let’s go meet our new friends and see if we can make a difference in the lives of others!

ASSESSMENT

During this project we should learn the following:

· To name the three basic needs (food, clothing, shelter)

· To identify wants

· How to create a list

· How to read a list

· How to construct a graph

· How to read a graph

· How to use a word processing program (open it, close it, save a file, change the font, find and insert a picture, print a document)

· How to sort objects by one and two categories (Need or Want? Boy or Girl?)

· How to count objects using a 1 to 1 correspondence

· How to wrap a gift

· How to write a thank you note

· How to make a rough draft (including phonetic spelling)

· How to turn a draft into a final product

· How to write and send an email

· How to use a digital camera 

· How to fill in a Power Point presentation

· How to work together to solve a problem

· How to express your own ideas, either verbally or through writing

· How to make some new friends (
Wow! That’s a lot to learn, but you can do it. I’m going to make sure that you are participating and learning along the way through daily observations, but I will also use two rubrics to score your work on this project.  I will send these rubrics home so that Mom and Dad can see how hard you’ve worked!  One rubric is for separate parts of the overall project.  Another rubric is for the PowerPoint presentation we created as a class. 

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

[image: image7.wmf]After our trip to visit our new friends and to take them all of the wonderful gifts we have collected, we will return to school to create a PowerPoint Presentation together.  We will use pictures that we have taken during our visit, and even pictures that we have taken during our work on the project (pictures of us wrapping, counting gifts, sorting gifts, etc.) to enhance our Presentation.  Each of us will have a chance to dictate to the teacher something important we learned during our project about Needs, Wants, or helping others.  After we have created this PowerPoint (which your teacher has created and saved; you will help her to fill it in with pictures and with text) we will do two things with it.  First, we will have it running on a Monitor outside the library for all to see and to read.  Second, we will have it running at the PTA meeting in January so that our parents can see that our hard work did make a difference in the lives of some other children!

CREDITS & REFERENCES

The following web sites could be valuable in helping students to locate basic information on needs and wants either before this Project or during:

1. http://www.knowledge.state.va.us/main/sol/solview.cfm?curriculum_abb=HSS&category_abb=K  This is the Virginia State DOE web site which has great information on basic needs and wants.

2. http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM166
This site details a super needs and wants lesson.

3.  http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM268
     This is another super needs and wants lesson.

4.  http://www.seaworld.org/arctic/sledge.html
    This site gives the children the chance to pack for a trip using things that they 

     need.  What a fun activity for the children! 

5.  http://www.primarygames.com/This site includes a money game which reinforces the idea that money buys us what we need and what we want.

Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
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