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Question:

When we were out on the playground, yesterday, collecting trash (as an ending to our Save the Earth lesson), many of you saw a caterpillar.  I could see how excited you all were.  I heard Evan say that it was going to turn into a butterfly and Jacob was asking how?  A couple of you asked if we could bring it in, but we didn’t have anything to put it in and didn’t know what we would feed it, so we let it go. Then at our closing circle time some of you mentioned the caterpillar again.  So I thought we would get caterpillars for the classroom to watch and see how they turn into butterflies.  But the question is: How are we going to get the caterpillars for our classroom?
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Plan: 

Phase 1

*Using a chart the children will list ideas for each of these questions. 

1) Where will we get the caterpillars for our classroom?

2) Where will we put them once they arrive?

*Once we have come up with answers for each question, we will vote on the answers we like best (one for each question). 

Phase 2

We will put our plan into action.  As a homework assignment, the children will work with a parent (or guardian) to find one Internet site that we can order our caterpillars and butterfly houses from.  When all information is collected, we will take a class vote.

Phase 3
From the research, the children will find that it is going to cost money for the caterpillars and the butterfly house.  We will need to work on a group presentation to present to the Director, to get permission to order the caterpillars with school money.

Phase 4
Presentation to the Director

Phase 5
Before the caterpillars arrive, we will need to prepare a space for them in the classroom.  We will want to plan how to make it an inviting environment to grow in.

Phase 6
After the environment has been prepared, we will research the life cycle of the butterfly using the Internet, books and other resources. Learning centers will be opened for the children to participate in. It will also be during this phase that we will divide into three small research groups.     Names of groups:  The Painted Ladies   The Monarchs   The Swallowtails

*Each group will spend time with the teacher or a parent volunteer to learn how to do their group journal and use a digital camera.

Phase 7
When the caterpillars arrive and are placed in their new home, each group will document (by camera and/or journal) the daily changes they observe.

 Phase 8
The final data collected in the groups’ journal and by camera will be on the BUTTERFLY RELEASE DAY.

Phase 9

*Each group (with teacher, media specialist or parent volunteer assistance) will work on a Power Point Presentation to be presented to the class, parents and Director.
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Schedule: 

This project will take approximately seven weeks from the time we start our small group projects until we release our beautiful butterflies.  *We will do our research while waiting for the caterpillars to arrive.  
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Project:

Great!  The plans are made and it is time for us to get started.

1) We are going to list the answers that you give to each question.  And then we will need to vote on one answer for each.  

2) Now that the questions have been discussed and a decision made as to how we will get the caterpillars for our classroom, we will start off with a homework assignment.  I will be sending a letter home to your parents.  You will be working with them to decide which Internet site you think we should order our caterpillars from. *If you do not have a computer at home, then you will do your research here at school with a parent volunteer or myself.  Everyone will get to bring an idea to the group.   Once everyone has brought in their assignment, we will decide as a group, which site to order our caterpillars from.   

3) You all did a great job on your assignment.  I know it isn’t easy when your idea is not voted for, but everyone’s ideas are important.                                                               Now that we have decided that we will be ordering our caterpillars from 

Insect Lore, we will need to work on a presentation to present to Ms. Laurie, our Director.  We will want to share with her our ideas on why we think the school should purchase the caterpillars for our classroom.

4) Your presentation went very well.  Ms. Laurie enjoyed the presentation and has agreed to let us order the caterpillars.  So, let’s go to the computer lab and place our order.

5) Now that the caterpillars have been ordered, it is time to get the classroom ready.  You all had interesting ideas about making the back of the classroom into a butterfly garden.  It is also time to start researching the life cycle of the butterfly using the Internet, books and other resources.  The learning centers will be open, which will include: life cycle of a butterfly puzzle, EXO Bones for creating your own bug, geoboards and clay.  We don’t want to forget our butterfly props in the Village Theater. And you will also be meeting with your small groups to look over your journal and how to fill it out, plus learning how to use a digital camera for you power point presentation.  

6) The day has arrived and the caterpillars are here.  They are going to enjoy the beautiful butterfly garden you prepared for them.  Let’s get them settled in.  We will also read the directions that Insect Lore sent to us at circle time and find out if there is something special we need to do to take care of our new friends.

7) You have researched the life cycle of the butterfly and we have read about butterflies in circle time. You have found that there are FOUR stages of the life cycle: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and butterfly. Throughout each stage of the butterfly’s life cycle you will be using the digital camera and taking pictures of their progress every three days. (During the caterpillar stage, we will be measuring a caterpillar each day to document its growth.  Because the caterpillars are fragile, the teacher will do this).  

8) Our project is nearly over and the caterpillars have changed into beautiful butterflies. Each of you has had a chance to use the digital camera and have written or drawn pictures in your group journal.  *Each group will be assigned a day to help feed the butterflies.  It is now time to plan for the Butterfly Release Day.  This will be a whole group activity.

9) What great ideas you came up with for the Butterfly Release Day.  Making invitations to invite your parents and other classes to join us is very thoughtful.  We don’t have much time, so let’s get started.

10)  Today is:  Butterfly Release Day!  Congratulations, your activity was a SUCCESS!
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Assessment:

Assessments will be done using two rubrics.  

One rubric will be an evaluation of the child’s work individually and during their small group project.

The second rubric will be an assessment of the group’s PowerPoint Presentation.

*See attached rubrics.
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Multimedia Presentation:

Each group will work with the teacher or parent volunteer; to decide which pictures from their life cycle study they will use.  They will also select pictures that had been taken throughout the beginning of the project to add to their presentation.  They will then give a brief explanation of what is happening in each picture to be added as text to complete their PowerPoint Presentation.  Presentation will be given at a later date.
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Credits and References:
Web sites:

This is where we ordered our caterpillars: http://insectlore.com
Life cycle: What is Happening Here? http://ehrweb.aaas.org/scinetlinks/curriculum/sld001.htm
Butterfly and Moth Life Cycle: www.mesc.usgs.gov/resources/education/butterfly/life-cycle/butterfly-life-cycle.asp
Kids and caterpillars: http://melanys.tripod.com/caterpillars.htm
Factoids on Caterpillars, Moths and Butterflies: http://www.squarewheels.com/jokes/factoids2.html
Books:

The Very Hungary Caterpillar by Eric Carle

Charlie the Caterpillar by Dom Deliuse

From Caterpillar to Butterfly by Deborah Heiligman

Butterfly by Susan Canizares

The Butterfly Book by Kersten Hamilton

Amazing Butterfly and Moths by Eyewitness Juniors no.9

Share with the children that there are places where caterpillars can be ordered for classroom observation.  But before they arrive, they will want to know as much as possible about the life cycle of the butterfly, so that they will understand what they are seeing happen to the caterpillars.  At this point, in addition to large group activities, they will be assigned to work in small groups.  With their small groups they will be working on three basic things: keeping a daily journal, taking digital pictures of their caterpillars in their various stages and producing a power point presentation of the documentation they have been keeping.  
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Schedule

The whole project will take 4 to 6 weeks.  From time of introduction, waiting for the caterpillars to arrive / small group projects, to release of the butterflies and power point presentation.  (Time can be shortened, if project does not start until time for the caterpillars to arrive).
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Project

DAY 1:  As a whole group, complete a KWL chart, listing, as many things the children may know about butterflies.

DAY 2:  Review the KWL chart from previous day, and then begin a list of what they would like to learn about caterpillars and butterflies.  At this point, discuss with the children that caterpillars have been ordered for them to observe.  They will get to see first hand how a caterpillar changes into a butterfly.  

            Also at this time, make small group assignments, so that they will see whom they will be working with over the next few weeks.    

DAY 3:  

