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QUESTION/TASK
Ever have your friends ask why you are in smaller classes? Ever wanted to clearly communicate your disability to others without them putting you down or making jokes? Curious to know exactly what your learning strengths or weakness are and how they relate to your disability? Do you wonder if you can still be a successful adult even with a learning disability?  These are the questions you will be answering, as you begin your search for self-awareness and self-advocacy* as it relates to your specific learning disability. Your final products will be a 4-5 minute imovie that you can share with others whenever these questions arise, a three fold brochure that acts as an introduction to your specific learning disability, and a one page self reflection paper on the process of learning about yourself.
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PLAN

You will be divided into communities based on your specific learning disability. Please keep in mind that you are all UNIQUE and the self learning process will not be a “one size fits all” approach. 
· Prior to beginning your journey, as a community discuss about what you already know about the disability, what you want to know, and how you plan to learn more. Capture this information in the KWHL chart attached.
· Create a list of possible research alternatives. What sources can you use to find out about your learning disability? How do you as a team best learn new information- interviews, movies, book research, online searches, community discussions, etc.  Track your alternatives in an apple works document.
· Using your KWHL list as a guide, research the items listed in your “Want to Learn” column. Don’t just limit yourself to these questions. Think about all the situations you’ve been in and were questioned about your disability. Think about what specific things in school really frustrate you and see if there’s anything written that would help explain those challenges. Think about all the stereotypes you’ve heard about people with disabilities and seek to prove them true or false by finding real life examples (for instance, did you know Tom Cruise has dyslexia and even to this day has many of his scripts read to him or that President John F. Kennedy was a person with ADD). Really put some effort into this self discovery journey- this is your opportunity to fully explore all there is to know about what makes you unique.  Tip: It’s easy to become disorganized or stray off your task in the research process. Keep a running list of your facts and interesting pieces of information that you can keep adding to.
· After you have collected information and answered all of your questions, your community should make a 4-5 minute imovie that could be shared with others as a learning tool. Your audience might be a peer, a younger student with the same disability, a teacher, a family friend, etc.. What information do you feel they should know about the disability? What was the most interesting thing you learned and want to share,  what facts do you feel would be the most “powerful” in telling others who you are?, etc.  
Be creative! Make your imove interesting! Make it compelling! Make it a true picture of who you are with and without the disability!

· Your second assignment will be the creation of a community brochure. Your brochure should include a minimum of: A formal definition for the specific learning disability, characteristics, strengths & challenges, and a list of resources where others can go to learn more. Make your brochure colorful and easy to read. Use the template provided below.
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· Your final assignment is a one page typed self-reflection paper. In this paper you will discuss the process of learning about yourself, what you learned about yourself, and how you feel this newly found self-knowledge will help you to become a stronger advocate in your life.
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 Putting it all together!
SCHEDULE

As it’s nearly impossible to complete a self-awareness journey in one day, this project will take place over 4 weeks. One week will be given to each of the bullets above. You may work at your own pace, however your final products will be due on the first day of the fifth week. I would strongly recommend your community building a calendar and setting periodic goals that you can check off as you progress.



ASSESSMENT

You will be graded on all assignments. The community grade and self reflection paper however will be combined. Please see the three rubrics below for your: 

1. community & self reflection paper

2. brochure

3.  imovie. 



Collaborative Work Skills : Self Advocacy Project



Teacher Name: Mrs. Wright 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Contributions 
	Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort. 
	Usually provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A strong group member who tries hard! 
	Sometimes provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A satisfactory group member who does what is required. 
	Rarely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. May refuse to participate. 

	Time-management 
	Routinely uses time well throughout the project to ensure things get done on time. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Usually uses time well throughout the project, but may have procrastinated on one thing. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Tends to procrastinate, but always gets things done by the deadlines. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Rarely gets things done by the deadlines AND group has to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's inadequate time management. 

	Quality of Work 
	Provides work of the highest quality. 
	Provides high quality work. 
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. 
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. 

	Focus on the task 
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task. 
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work. 

	Self Reflection Paper 
	Paper was thoughtful, well organized, and of high quality. Met requirements of length 
	Paper was thoughtful, not well organized met the one page requirement 
	Paper was not very introspective, lacked focus, and was less than minimum length 
	Paper was unorganized, self reflection was limited, lacked focus and was shorter than one page in length 


Making A Brochure : Learning Disability Brochure



Teacher Name: Mrs. Wright 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	99-90% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	89-80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	Fewer than 80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 

	Attractiveness & Organization 
	The brochure has exceptionally attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The brochure has attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The brochure has well-organized information. 
	The brochure's formatting and organization of material are confusing to the reader. 

	Sources 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 95-100% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 94-85% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 84-75% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Sources are not documented accurately or are not kept on many facts and graphics. 

	Graphics/Pictures 
	Graphics go well with the text and there is a good mix of text and graphics. 
	Graphics go well with the text, but there are so many that they distract from the text. 
	Graphics go well with the text, but there are too few and the brochure seems "text-heavy". 
	Graphics do not go with the accompanying text or appear to be randomly chosen. 

	Writing - Grammar 
	There are no grammatical mistakes in the brochure. 
	There are no grammatical mistakes in the brochure after feedback from an adult. 
	There are 1-2 grammatical mistakes in the brochure even after feedback from an adult. 
	There are several grammatical mistakes in the brochure even after feedback from an adult. 


Video- Preproduction : Self Advocacy I-Movie



Teacher Name: Mrs. Wright 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	Score 

	Teamwork 
	Students meet and discuss regularly. All students contribute to the discussion and all are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work. 
	Students meet and discuss regularly. Most students contribute to the discussion and are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work. 
	A couple of team meetings are held. Most students contribute to the discussion and are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work. 
	Meetings are not held AND/OR some team members do not contribute a fair share of the work. 
	  

	Concept 
	Team has a clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do and generally how his/her work will contribute to the final product. 
	Team has a fairly clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do overall but has trouble describing how his/her work will contribute to the final product. 
	Team has brainstormed their concept, but no clear focus has emerged for the team. Team members may describe the goals/final product differently. 
	Team has spent little effort on brainstorming and refining a concept. Team members are unclear on the goals and how their contriubtions will help them reach the goal. 
	  


RESOURCES

Please see my personal website for a complete list related to learning disabilities.

http://www.quia.com/pages/empoweringminds.html
Henrico County Public Library Catalog

http://catalog.henrico.lib.va.us/
*self-advocacy means that you understand your disability, learning strengths, related accommodations and you have the skills to speak on your own behalf in a variety of settings.
Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.

Rubric tool used from the following site: http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=CustomizeTemplateDemoChoice&
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_1176671118/pcword_Brochure.zip
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6 Teacher2Teacher



Step-by-Step Brochures Planning Sheet



Name Date



Think of a brochure as having six panels to design. Use this planning sheet to sketch your brochure.



Front Panel: Main Heading



Inside Panel



Back center panel



Inside middle panel



Inside Flap



Inside right panel












1_Brochure/1_Brochures.pdf




� Practice using vocabulary and technical
writing to explain or instruct



� Evaluate and select best format for
presenting information



� Write information in a clear and
organized manner



� Microsoft Word software



� Step-by-Step Brochures Planning Sheet



� Step-by-Step Brochures Sample Activity



� Step-by-Step Brochures Template



� References: brochures, instruction sheets
for electronic equipment, toys



Microsoft Word Classroom Activities 3



OBJECTIVES MATERIALS



Step-by-Step Brochures
Using Microsoft Word for Designing Brochures that
Describe a Process



Have you ever been told to read the manual if all else fails? But one look at the
manual and you are not sure what you want to do. Some companies make it easier



on us. They write simple instruction sheets or brochures knowing that we really do not
need to know everything about their product before we put it together and use it. 



In this activity, students create a brochure that gives enough information about a task or
process so that a reader could understand it. Students will decide on the amount of text,
pictures, diagrams, or charts needed to get the information across in a concise manner.



Note: Before the lesson, spend time reviewing the Step-by-Step Brochures Templates. Make
changes to meet the needs of your specific situation or have students make the changes and
create their own templates. Be sure to visit microsoft.com for more brochure templates. 











4 Teacher2Teacher 



Before the Computer
1. Gather plenty of samples of brochures for students to look



at. Collect assembly instruction sheets from electronic
equipment, toy assembly, and so on.



2. Assign a process or task for students to explain or allow
them to brainstorm processes they could teach someone. For
example: If you have just finished an experiment in science,
a good review would be for students to design a brochure
explaining the method of the experiment. Students could
explain how to cook something, complete a craft,
understand the Pythagorean Theorem, or use a computer
application.



3. Allow time for students to research their task topic. Remind
students to list materials that the reader will need to
complete the task. If possible, encourage students to rehearse
verbatim the steps they outlined to see if they have missed
something. 



4. Have students use the Step-by-Step Brochures Planning
Sheet to sketch their brochure. Instruct students to include
where headings, subheadings, and graphics will go.



At the Computer
1. Direct students to the Step-by-Step Brochures Template and



be sure that they understand how to insert text and graphics.
Throughout the design process, remind students to stop and
take time to save their work.



2. As students complete their brochures, encourage peer
reviews. The ideas will flow!



3. Instruct students to save and print their work. They will need
assistance in copying the two-page brochure back to back on
one paper. Fold as necessary.



Customizing to 
Meet Your Needs



� Have younger students
design a simple brochure
with chronological steps.
Place step one on panel
one, step two on panel
two, and so on, with a
simple graphic for each
step.



� Older students can develop
more complex brochures
relative to the curriculum
they are studying. They
could develop brochures as
culminating projects in
Language Arts, Science,
Social Studies,
Mathematics, and History.
They could develop
brochures about the
sequence of an event, a
mathematical algorithm, a
literature response, or a
science principle.











Microsoft Word Classroom Activities 5



Other Great Activities
n Create a brochure describing a place, factual or fictional. It



could be from a book the students have read.



n Use a digital camera to take pictures of the student conducting
the process to add to the brochure.



n Have students create quizzes for their brochures for students
to take after reading the brochures. 



n Teach students how to capture screen shots to use as how-to
instructions on computer applications. Create a library of
instructional brochures that students can refer to when 
needed.



Tips & Timesavers



� Visit the microsoft.com site
for brochure templates.
Look at the templates that
came with your Word
application.



� Make sure students sketch
their draft on the Step-by-
Step Brochures Planning
Sheet in a way they can
match it to the correct
panels when constructing
the brochure.



� Teach students how to
insert a variety of objects.
Choose Object from the
Insert menu and then
select Paintbrush Picture
from the list. This
knowledge will allow
students to draw a graphic
or diagram to enhance
their brochures.



Internet Connection



http://www.exploratorium.edu/science_explorer
The exploratorium has science experiments for every age.



http://notestar.4teachers.org/
This is an online note-taking tool. Students can print their notes and
incorporate them into their brochures.



http://www.yahooligans.com
This search tool is a safe place for students to find the
information they need.
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How to Take Care of Your Best Friend




Sally Field




Date









Address Correction Required














Feed Your Dog Nutrional Food So It Will Grow Up Healthy.



















How to Take Care of Your Best Friend





























Give Your Dog a Bath.







































Most Importantly, Love Your Best Friend.









Take Your Dog to a Veterinarian for Regular Checkups and Shots.
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Back Panel Heading



How to Create A Brochure



1. Insert your words in place of these words, using and/or re-arranging the preset paragraph Styles.



2. Print pages 1 and 2 back-to-back onto sturdy, letter size paper.



3. Fold the paper like a letter to create a three-fold brochure (positioning the panel with the large picture on the front).



To change the Style of any paragraph, select the text by positioning your cursor anywhere in the paragraph. With your cursor blinking in the paragraph, select a Style from the drop-down Style list at the top-left of your screen. 



Insert graphics as desired.



This would be a good place to just put your name and date.




Put the title of your brochure topic here



Your Text



Add a graphic



This is the first panel readers see.



Heading



To insert a break, choose Break from the Insert menu. Select one option. Click on OK to accept your choice.



Insert text



Brochure Ideas 



“Picture” fonts, like Wingdings, are gaining popularity. Consider using other symbol fonts to create highly customized “Icons.”



Consider printing your brochure on colorful, preprinted brochure paper—available from many paper suppliers.



At Fees You Can Afford



We can often save you more than the cost of our service alone. So why not subscribe today? 



Heading Inside Panel



Add Text and graphics.



Consider inserting a Paint Picture diagram.



Heading Inside Panel



Add Text and Graphics
















