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Old Memories,

New Beginnings

A PBL+MM for 6th Grade Language Arts and Social Studies

SOL Objectives:  

· Reading 6.5e – Prepare summaries

· Writing 6.6a - Use a variety of planning strategies to generate and organize ideas

· Writing 6.6b - Establish central idea, organization, elaboration, and unity

· Social Studies 6.10 - Develop skills for historical analysis
Designed by:
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QUESTION

The School Activities Planning Committee would like to develop a presentation in honor of the 8th graders to be presented at the 8th grade graduation at the end of the school year.  Your task is to create a presentation that includes ideas, opinions, and memories of 8th grade students as well as a review of class history and newsworthy events that have occurred during their three years at the middle school.  How do you gather this information and present it in a cohesive manner? 

PLAN

1. Decide on tasks for groups to work on in order to gather appropriate information.  Use a Bubble Map to generate ideas and then the class will select and organize the tasks.

2. Once tasks have been selected, organize groups to accomplish each task.

· Group 1 – Conducts interviews and opinion polls for 8th grade students

· Group 2 – Conducts interviews and opinion polls for teachers, school staff, and administration

· Group 3 – Researches class history of the current 8th grade since entering middle school

· Group 4 – Researches local and state newsworthy events that have occurred since the 8th graders have been in the middle school

· Group 5 – Researches national and global newsworthy events that have occurred since the 8th graders have been in the middle school 

· Group 6 – Takes and/or collects photographs of 8th grade students and activities and writes commentaries for each

3. Brainstorm a list of ways the presentation can be accomplished.  Decide on one means.  In this case, a PowerPoint presentation will be created.

4. Use any available resources to complete assignments of each group.  Resources may include, but are not limited to, interviews, opinion polls, Internet, and printed resources.  

Noted Internet Resources

Use these sites if you need help on how to research information.

Researching Tips   (This site is not complete, but offers great tips as is.)
Researching Tips 2
Use these sites if you need help on gathering information on recent historical events.

Current Events from Time for Kids
Social Studies - Current Events/Issues
Modern History Sourcebook
Time Magazine - Current and Past Events
Use these sites if you need help on preparing for and conducting interviews. 

The Art of Asking Good Questions
How to Conduct an Interview
Use these sites if you need help on taking good pictures.

Tips on Taking Pictures
Tips on Taking Digital Pictures
Use this site if you need examples of how to set up the class history timeline.

Examples of Timelines
SCHEDULE

The 8th grade graduation ceremony will take place the first week of June.  The presentation portion of the project must be completed by the first week of May for final teacher review and editing.  Therefore, a timeline has been constructed to accomplish each goal in order to meet this deadline.

Phase 1 – Due the first Monday in February

· Interview questions and opinion poll questions are typed and presented for teacher review and interviews have been scheduled

· Contacts have been made for gathering information about 8th grade class history

· Research for newsworthy events has begun

· Current photographs of 8th grade students have been taken

Phase 2 – Due the first Monday in March
· Interviews and opinion polls are conducted and results are tallied

· Research for class history is complete and in note form 

· Research for newsworthy events is complete and in note form

· Old photos are collected from 8th grade students and school staff 

Phase 3 – Due the first Monday in April
· Interview summaries and opinion poll summaries are completed and typed

· Class history summary is completed and typed

· Newsworthy events summaries are completed and typed

· Photos have been selected and captions have been written 

Phase 4 – Due the first Monday in May
· PowerPoint pages have been created and are ready for teacher review from all groups  

· Teacher critiques and offers suggestions

Phase 5 – Due the second Monday in May
· PowerPoint pages have been edited and are ready for final submission from all groups

PROJECT

The purpose of this project is to create a presentation that will honor the 8th grade students during their graduation ceremony at the end of the school year.  The 6th grade students will create this presentation by relying on interviewing skills, research skills, media skills and by analyzing recent historical events.  The students must plan effectively, generate ideas, and organize information to create a unified end product.  

The students will work in small groups to gather and collect information about the 8th grade students to share and display in a PowerPoint presentation.  Each group will only be responsible for a few slides in the PowerPoint.  The completed individual slides will be put together to create a unified presentation.  The presentation should capture the essence of the 8th grade class with a focus on their history, their favorite things, and their hopes for the future.

The PowerPoint must include the following:

· Favorite music selections of 8th grade students

· Current and older photos of 8th grade students and activities

· A charted time line of class history while at the middle school (ex. class officers, special field trips, assemblies, dances, awards, sports recognitions, etc.)

· Summaries and photos of recent historical events that occurred while the 8th graders attended the middle school

· Comments and opinions of 8th grade students 

· Images or summaries of popular culture icons admired by the 8th grade students 

ASSESSMENT

The students will be assessed based on the following areas:

Participation in planning

Participation in group work

Research skills and abilities (interviews, opinion polls, Internet, printed literature)

Written expression through summaries or captions

Ability to meet deadlines

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION
The information researched, collected, and created will be presented as a PowerPoint presentation on the day of the 8th grade graduation.  The PowerPoint will include information gathered from interviews, opinion polls, research and photos.  Some things to expect are favorite music selections of 8th graders as background music, photos of 8th grade students and activities, a timeline chart of the class history, photos with captions, and summaries of significant historical events that have occurred during the 8th graders’ three years at the middle school.

The participating students will be evaluated on their effectiveness of using research skills and media outlets to create a final product that honors the 8th graders’ three years of hard work at the middle school.  The presentation will be scored based on design, communication of ideas, maintaining the overall theme, and grammar.
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BUBBLE MAP


Task:


Gather information to present that includes ideas, opinions, and memories of 8th grade students as well as a review of class history and newsworthy events that have occurred during their three years at the middle school.  








