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QUESTION

Because of Virginia’s location as a border state of the Confederacy, Virginia was the scene of the most fighting during the Civil War.  We can therefore assume that the citizens of Virginia were greatly affected by the war.  Your job is to add insight as to how real people of the time felt or were affected by having a war in their own backyard.  How did these experiences shape present day Virginia?

PLAN

The students will research a Civil War battle, or an event, which took place in Virginia.  The students will also research a person or community associated with the battle they have researched.  Students must use one (or more) primary document(s) in their research of the person or community (letter, diary, newspaper article, etc.).

Students may use the following resources:

1.  Books from the school or county library.

2.  Internet.

3.  Video clips from movies or documentaries.

4.  Information gathered from visiting battlefields, reenactments, or museums.

Students will be divided into groups of two.  Each group will be assigned a battle.  The group will then locate and research a real person or community affected by this battle or event.  Both members of the team will be responsible for research and may do their research independently.  The creation of the project will be a joint venture.  The group’s goal will be to create a Hyperstudio stack that includes highlights of their research, a conclusion based on their research, and a video clip to support their research if they wish (optional).  These projects will be referred to throughout the year as we continue our study of Virginia’s growth and history from 1865 to the present.


SCHEDULE

( The project will begin with the entire class reading and discussing the novel,  

    Bull Run  by Paul Fleishman.  The novel consists of vignettes of eight people,

    all deeply affected by the fighting at the Battle of Bull Run.  This will give the

    students insight into the project before them.   

    (1 week)
( After completion of the novel, students will be assigned their battle.  They must       

   then complete their research on their battle, person (including primary source)

   and any graphics or pictures required.  Their completed research must be 

   turned in on their research fact sheets including source citations.

   (2 weeks)

( Students will then begin creating a rough draft of their Hyperstudio pages.  

   The rough draft must include all required elements (as stated on their fact

    sheets).  They must also include a description of their video clip (and its

    relevence) if they have chosen to use one.

   (1 week)

( Students must now create their finished project (Hyperstudio stack and oral

    presentation to class). 

    (1 week)

The entire project will take about 6 weeks, which includes time for evaluation of rough drafts.

PROJECT

Each Hyperstudio stack must include required elements such as:

( Facts about their battle (location, date, casualties and military leaders on both   

   sides) and  a graphic or photograph from that battle.

( Information about their person on community.

( One or more primary sources used to gather information.

( A picture or graphic representative of that person or community.

( Optional video clip which may be digital or in VHS format.

( Oral presentation which will include a description of their research methods 

   and any additional information which would help their audience better 

   understand the presentation.

ASSESSMENT

Students will understand how to conduct research using a variety of sources.  The student will also learn how to present findings in a format using technology presentation skills.  The knowledge gained from class presentations will be used for application to the history of Virginia from 1865 to the present day as we continue our study of Virginia. Students will gain insight on how the past affects the future.  Hopefully, the project will apply to questions such as how might things have been different if the course of events had been different.  Also, how the course of events contributed to the challenges faced by post-war Virginia.  Students will be assessed on their research and project development.
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MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

Student groups will present their presentations using a laptop connected to the classroom television monitor.  The following rubric will be used to evaluate the presentation.
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CREDITS & REFERENCES

Librarian:  Provided help and guidance on effective research strategies using both print and web based information sources.

Technology Instructor: Provided review of using the Hyperstudio program.

Ibistro Database: Provided access to materials at the school and county libraries.

Websites:  Examples of sites that provide primary sources.

Teacher:  Provided lists of civil war museums and battlefields in the Richmond area and general support and guidance throughout the project.

Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
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