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	        Let’s Go There


A PBL+MM for 5th Grade History and Social Sciences

Includes: Computer/Technology, English/Writing, and Visual Arts

SOL:  WS 9   C/T GR 5.3   E/W 5.1, 5.3, 5.7, 5.8  Visual Arts:  5.1, 5.4, 5.5
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Question:


Our Culture is a combination of cultures from all over the world.  Much of who we are, what we believe, and how we conduct our lives on a daily basis can be traced back to ancient cultures.  How did the ancient civilizations of Japan, China, and Mali during the period between 1000 to 1500AD influence each other and what influences have these cultures had on our society today?

Plan:


How can we know what influences these cultures have had on our life style?  Your job will be to investigate the three ancient cultures, look at the history of their commerce activity and their culture and decide, through investigation, what influences these things have had on history and culture of today.  


You will work in groups of four with two students using the Internet.  One of the two will complete the search and the other will take notes.  The other two students will use textbooks, encyclopedias, reference books, and other informational books.  After compiling your information you will work together to create an iMovie commercial encouraging the viewers to visit these countries and discover the history for themselves. You may use a storyboard organizer to help organize your information.  

	Description of the Ancient Civilization
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	Description of the Trade Route
	
	Items Traded and Ideas developed because of the trade
	
	Ideas We Still Use Today



Some possible Internet sites are:

	Search Engines:
	

	www.google.com
	http://www.ajkids.com

	
	

	China:
	

	http://www.silk-road.com/artl/chrono.shtml
	http://www.humboldt.edu/~geog309i/ideas/aghsilk.html

	http://www.askasia.org/silk_roads/l000099/l000099c.htm
	http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/imperial3.html#yuan

	http://www.ess.uci.edu/~oliver/silk.html
	

	
	

	Japan:
	

	http://www.askasia.org/image/maps/timejape.htm
	http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2133.html

	http://uk.encarta.msn.com/text_761566679___10/Japan.html

	

	
	

	Mali:
	

	http://www.interknowledge.com/mali/
	http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=99540

	http://mali.pwnet.org/history/history_mali_empire.htm
	http://www.historychannel.com/classroom/unesco/timbuktu/history.html

	
	













Schedule:

	Part I

	The Research
	1 Week

	Part II
	Map Creations
	3 Days

	Part III
	The Writing
	1 Week

	Part IV
	Art Creations
	7 Days

	Part V
	Filming
	1 Week

	Part VI
	Editing
	1 Week

	
	
	


Project:

Part I    

The Research

Your group will research one of the different ancient cultures.  Your information should include what items were traded and shared along with a description of the trade route used with the other civilizations named in this project.

Part II 

Map Creations

Using the Internet, textbooks, encyclopedias, and any other reference sources, create a map of the trade route for your ancient civilization.

Part III

The Writing

Using the information you have collected, write a script to create a commercial inviting tourist to visit the area you have been investigating.  Your commercial should include the historical facts you have found and demonstrate how the culture you investigated has impacted our own culture today.  

Part IV

Art Creation

Create a sample of the artwork from that time and any props that you will need in order to create you commercial.

Part V

Filming

Before you begin filming your commercial you need to decide what mode of dress you will wear to convey the type of information you are filming.  Make sure to rehearse you script several times before you begin filming your commercial.

Part VI

Editing

Edit your commercial using the iMovie program.  Make sure to include an opening that tells the subject matter of your commercial.  Add closing credits and references at the end of your iMovie.

Assessment:


See attached rubrics

Multimedia Presentation and Evaluation:


This project has demonstrated that our culture is made from the history and goes back to ancient civilizations.  The way these ideas have become a part of our life today is through trade, which has its beginnings in early history.  The best way to view the beginnings of the infiltration of these ideas and concepts in to our culture is through traveling to the countries of their origination. Your iMovie commercial should entice people to want to take a trip and explore.

Before sharing your iMovie commercial with the rest of the class be prepared to give a short oral presentation on completing this project.

Credits & References:

Richmond Public Schools 2003.  Curriculum Compass:  Pulling it All Together Grade 5 World Studies, p.175 – 190.

Berson, M.J., 2003.  Harcourt  Horizons: World Regions.

Graphics

http://grsites.com/webgraphics/link.shtml
http://www.sievers.nl/china/sr/silk017.html
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