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Blues Alley

A PBL+MM for 4th Grade 

(SOL 4.7 – Language Arts)

Designed by

Jennifer Maddux

jamaddux@henrico.k12.va.us

QUESTION

Our class has been asked to provide a highlight of what we have been working on in class at the next PTA meeting.  Not only are we providing the highlight, but we are also the entertainment.  We are going to combine our poetry with music.  And not just any music. . . JAZZ music.   How can we combine poetry and music in a way that will entertain the parents and guests at the meeting?

PLAN

You will be put into groups to create your poetry for the meeting.  When in your groups, you will do the following:

1. Research different styles and forms of poetry 

2. Write 2-3 poems for the opening night event

3. Research the jazz era and incorporate the styles into your poetry and music

4. Work with your teacher to create some music to play along with your poetry.  

Once you and your group have created your poetry, you will perform them live at the PTA meeting.  Remember, you and your group can add elements of the jazz era into your performance by dressing and acting the part that day.  The entire event will be recorded and broadcast as a vodcast. (A video podcast)   You will also come up with a plan to decorate the auditorium to represent the jazz era.

SCHEDULE

Day 1:

You will be put into your groups and begin researching different styles of poetry.  You can use the following websites to help you:

http://www.edhelper.com/Poetry.htm
http://www.poetryzone.ndirect.co.uk/index2.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/poetry/
Day 2:

Begin writing your poetry.  

Day 3:

Finish poetry and share with one other group.  (Your teacher will chose the group)

Give the other group constructive suggestions and ideas that will enhance their poetry and they will give you the same.

Day 4-5:

Research the jazz era to prepare for creating your music for your poetry.  You can use the following websites to help you:

http://pbskids.org/jazz/
http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/ellington/de_match.asp
http://www.jazzatlincolncenter.org/educ/curriculum/contentsPage.html
Day 6-7

Work with your teacher to create music and/or percussion to accompany your poetry.  You will use the program GarageBand to do this.  All of the music you create will be burned onto a CD to use for opening night.

Day 8-9

Put the finishing touches on your poetry and begin planning your presentation.  (Clothing, props, etc.)

Day 10:

All projects will be presented at the meeting and recorded for the vodcast.

PROJECT

Your final project needs to include the following items:

· 2-3 poems (depending on how many people are in your group)

· some kind of musical accompaniment for the poetry reading

· a clear understanding of the Jazz Era expressed through the music, clothing, decorations, and other visual aides.  

ASSESSMENT

You will receive 2 grades.  One based on your group work and the other on your individual final project.   
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MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

As stated above, you are expected to create a poem based on the various styles of poetry and create a song or beat to go with it in GarageBand.  Additionally, you will create a “look” for the performance at the PTA meeting.  You will also help to brainstorm ideas with the class on ways to transform the auditorium into “Blues Alley” based on the research you do on the jazz era.  We will record this  program and transform it into a vodcast together as a class.
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