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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather22.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���   �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather9.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





A PBL+ MM for 4th Grade (Science, English/Writing, Computer/Technology)


SOL:  SCI 4.6; E/W 4.2, 4.7, 4.9; C/T 5.3,5.4





Designed by


Deborah M. Smith


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jump4him@comcast.net" ��jump4him@comcast.net�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics2/aw4522.htm" � � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/help/helpbook.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����      QUESTION   � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/help/helpbook.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���   


We all remember the effects of Hurricane Isabel back in September.  We all felt a little “windblown” after that experience.  So, let’s take a look at hurricanes: What is a hurricane?  What causes them and what potential effects do they cause?  How should we prepare for a hurricane once it is forecast for our area?  How do we prepare for the possible aftermath?  What can we learned from Hurricane Isabel?  What should we do in the future?   Your ultimate goal is to answer the question “Why do we need to know how to prepare for a hurricane, and how should we go about do that?”





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school16icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���                PLAN           � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school16icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Your task is to do research on hurricanes to determine as a group why there is a need for a “Hurricane Preparedness Plan.” Once you determine why we need a plan, your next task is to develop a “Hurricane Awareness/Preparedness Plan” in the form of a PowerPoint presentation to be made to the class.


Using the KWHL Graphic Organizer, you will begin collecting information on hurricanes. Determine what you, as a group, already KNOW, what you WANT to know, HOW you will learn it, and then after researching hurricanes WHAT you learned. 


Your research should answer (but not necessarily be limited to) the following: 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather22icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  What is a hurricane?  How/why does it form?


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather22icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  How are hurricanes identified, characterized, and what is the usual source that of this information for local weathermen?  Where is this source located?  How do they obtain their information?


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather22icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  When is hurricane season where you live?


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/weather/weather22icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  Include any other interesting facts/ information that you learn.


You may use any of the following types of resources:


1.  Books from the library


2.  Video clips from news or documentary sources


3.  Interviews


4.  Information gathered from newspapers or magazines (ex: on past hurricanes)


5.  The Internet:  Here are a few sites to get you started –


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usatoday.com/weather/hurricane/whur0.htm" ��Hurricane Information�			� HYPERLINK "http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/sevweath/swwhatare.html" ��What are hurricanes?�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/sevweath/swhoware.html" ��How are hurricanes formed?�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/sevweath/swhurricaneinfo.html" ��Hurricane Information Resources�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/sevweath/swintensity.html" ��Hurricane Intensity�











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/number/arial_2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  Your Oral Presentation:    All members of your group need to have a speaking part in the oral presentation.  This presentation needs to center around your PowerPoint presentation.  You may also include other visual aids and props to help in your presentation.  You need to present this to our class as if you were instructing a group prior to the onset of hurricane season.  Be creative & interesting in your presentation.  There are no time requirements to this presentation, however, be sure that you have thoroughly covered the items mentioned above and that your audience will understand the importance of and how-tos of hurricane preparedness.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school58icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���       ASSESSMENT    � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school58icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Through their research students will discover the importance of understanding hurricanes and how best to prepare for the possible occurrence of a hurricane.  This project will be scored based on the criteria laid out in the rubrics that accompany this PBL.  There will be two grades given on this project: one for the research and basic completion of the process as a whole, and the second for the multimedia portion & presentation to the class.  Students are encouraged to refer to the rubrics for specific grade requirements that include: group work, research abilities, punctuality with meeting deadlines, grammar, spelling and mechanics, organization and visual appeal of PowerPoint slide show, the inclusion of all required topics and the design of the PowerPoint slide show, and your oral presentation.  See the rubrics accompanying this PBL.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://216.40.241.209/webgraphics/clipart/tech/computers/clipart_tech_computers_076.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� MULTIMEDIA Presentation & Evaluation � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://216.40.241.209/webgraphics/clipart/tech/computers/clipart_tech_computers_076.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


As the culminating activity each group will present their research to the class in the form of an oral presentation.  The presentation must include a PowerPoint slide show that reflects the topics required and the information learned in the group’s research.  The Multimedia Presentation will be evaluated based on the rubric that accompanies this PBL.


Upon completion of the oral presentation each individual in the group will meet with the teacher to discuss how they feel about this project.  The discussion will cover the following questions:   What did you learn from your research that you found either useful or interesting?  How would you score yourself on group participation?  Why?  How many resources did your group use?  What types of research tools did you use?  What grade do you think you should get on the oral presentation?  Justify your response.  


Would you like to do this type of activity again?  Why or why not?








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school13icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���    CREDITS & references    � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school13icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school39icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���   � HYPERLINK "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com" \t "new.window" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.eduhound.com/gifs/goacknew2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


. � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school39icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Web Image Icon Library (City University of Hong Kong) - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/index.htm" ��http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/index.htm�



















































































































































































� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school49icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���            SCHEDULE      � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/school/school49icon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


�(3 days)  With your group, research hurricanes completing your KWHL Graphic Organizer as you work.  Be sure to carefully consider the questions you asked in the ”what you WANT to know” section as well as the questions posed by the teacher above in the Plan.


�(7 days) Now that your group knows a little more about hurricanes themselves, consider the types of concerns hurricanes raise.  Think back to your own experience in September, interview others, research the web, newspapers, etc. to learn more about the problems caused by Isabel.  Record your groups’ information in on a web that you create.  Example:




















�(2days) Based on the things you have learned so far, develop a group explanation, in paragraph form, as to why hurricane preparedness is so important.  Pretend you are trying to convince your teacher of the importance of making people aware of the dangers of hurricanes and how to prepare.  Back your opinions with personal experiences & researched facts you have learned.  This should be at least 2 paragraphs in length.  (It can be typed or handwritten, but remember neatness counts.)


�(8 days for information gathering and organization – 3 days in computer lab to pull it all together into presentation format) Now that you have convinced your teacher of the importance of hurricane awareness & preparedness, your group’s final task is to prepare your PowerPoint presentation – “A Guide to Hurricane Preparedness” and an oral presentation to go along with it.  This project will pull together all of the research that you have done up to this point.  (See the specific project details below.)


� (3 days to work with group on final presentation/practice)  (FINAL ORAL PRESENTATION due in class approximately 5 weeks from onset of research)  Your group will present your slideshow to the class as if instructing a group prior to the beginning of hurricane season.  Be creative and interesting in your presentation so to better captivate the attention of your audience.  Remember, all members of your group must be involved in the oral presentation.  You may use other props and visuals to help with the effectiveness of your presentation along with your PowerPoint presentation.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.teacherfiles.com/images/supplies_3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���       PROJECT    � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.teacherfiles.com/images/supplies_3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Your final project/presentation will consist of two components:


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/number/arial_1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  Your PowerPoint Slide Show &  � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/number/arial_2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� Your Oral Presentation


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cityu.edu.hk/webimage/number/arial_1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���  Your PowerPoint Slide Show:  All members of your group need to work together to create a slide show using PowerPoint.  This slide show will be the main component of an oral presentation that you will present to the class.  It should reflect the research that you did on hurricanes.  The presentation needs to consist of AT LEAST 6 slides (you may use more if needed) and should incorporate graphics and/or clipart.  You need to include the following topics in the presentation:


*Why is preparation important? /An introduction *What can you expect during a hurricane (the weather)?


*How should you prepare your property and family for the storm? *How could you keep safe during the storm?


* How should you prepare for the possible aftermath?   


*What are some helpful hurricane resources citizens can turn to? /Concluding thoughts
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