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QUESTION

    Do you know what the specific plants and animals that are native to (or live in) our own area and its river ecosystem, the Piedmont Region of Virginia? How many of them are endangered? We will be learning about saving these plants and animals in our ecosystem by making posters as well as an imove about them and sharing them with others. 

PLAN

     You will work in a Group of 4.  Each group will research a different group of plants and animals (see Project). You will use many resources to learn about these plants and animals. You will begin your project by Brainstorming, using a Design/Idea Book, and creating a K-W-L Chart. You will call on experts in the field of plants and animals to visit your school. You will also go on a field trip to a National Park. You will show your research and photos of plants and animals taken with the digital camera in a poster display.  You will then create an imovie of your research findings with your group.

SCHEDULE

Week 1
Mon-Fri.

Data Chart, Brainstorming, KWL Chart

Week 2
Mon-Fri.

Letter writing to the National Parks

Week 3
Mon-Fri.

Research in Library Media Center

Week 4
Mon-Fri.

Field trip taken to a National Park, Creative writing about trip. Display pictures and writing for wall display.

Week 5
Mon-Fri.

Speakers from Maymont Foundation & Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens, KWL finish & begin project.
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Week 6
Mon-Fri.

Imovie finish and rubric finish. Present project (posters & imovie to parents and class.
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PROJECT

     You are going to have fun making posters as you find and collect information about the many plants and animals that belong to our ecosystem in the Piedmont Region.  Begin with the

· Design/Idea Book- Use this notebook to help you to organize your ideas, plans, problems, solutions, and questions about the task.
· Brainstorming- Use this to decide on what needs to be done to accomplish the task at hand.  You will need to decide which groups will write letters to whom.

· Create a K-W-L Chart or a K-W-H-L Chart to get an idea of what you already know and what you need to know.
· Write letters using Appleworks 6 to the National Parks to obtain information. (See References Section)
· Set up time in the Library Media Center to do research.
· Plan a field trip to visit a National Park in the area to gather information and use the digital camera to take pictures.

· Call area experts from Maymont Foundation and Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens  to invite them to come to visit and speak to your class on native plants or animals. 

· Create a Wall display of posters (taken with the digital camera) and your creative writing about your field trip observations.

· Finally, create an imovie to show your research and creative work, incorporating sound and digital photos.

   Groups- 

· You will be assigned to a  Group of 4,  (Group I-trees,  Group II- wildflowers,  Group III- mammals,  Group IV-Reptiles and Amphibians,  Group V- Birds. (see References Section)

· Each group will be responsible for at least 8 and not more than 12  examples of their plants or animals to include in their imovie. 
· Each group will write to a different  National Park, as there are many from which to choose.
· You will have an individual Rubric for self-assessment that will score you on attitudes, knowledge, skills and your behavior within that group.  See rubric below.

   SELF-ASSESSMENT RUBRIC for Student

  AREA
      4
         3
          2
          1

Attitude/

Cooperation


You always have a positive attitude about the project, 

not critical.
You always have a positive attitude, but have been critical of project.
You sometimes have a positive attitude, and sometimes critical of task. 
You often have a negative attitude, and are very critical of project.

Group 

Participa-tion
You assume share of work, and

encourage

others.  You listen well in the group.
You listen most of time and participate well with others in the group.
You support and listen some of the time, but do not participate fully.
You do not listen very often or help others. You do not work with group very well.

Use of Time


You use time well, daily, and keep group on track of tasks at hand.
You use time well most of time but have lagged behind on one thing.
You use time poorly, but do have work done on time, so group is not held up.
You do not get work done on time, and the group has to adjust  their  schedule.

Problem 

Solving


You work to solve any problems or create new solutions for project.
You work with group and help set any new solutions into motion.
You work with group to solve problem but do not add to or change.
You do not try to work with others to solve problems at all.

· Work closely with your group to create an imovie as a final project. Your team will have a Rubric for assessment of the final project.
· As you work with your group, know that I as well as the Librarian, will be here to help you through research, scanning, photographing or whenever you need us.

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION & EVALUATION

    Your multimedia presentation or imovie will be of your group’s research project of native plants or animals in your Piedmont Region. It should be no longer than 8 minutes.  You will show it to your parents and your classmates in the final week. Your rubric is as follows:

              Project or Multi-media Assessment


       4  
       3
      2
      1

Content-

Information-Plants or

Animals


Your area is well represented, with good descriptions
Area is well-  represented    but not as many examples.
Your area is covered but examples lack descriptions.
Your area is covered but no descriptions included.

Organiza-tion of Info-

and time


Info is clearly organized stated, and spaced nicely.
Info is clearly organized, but flow is not smooth.
Info lacks organization and movie is too long.
Info is not organized at all, and parts are missing. Movie is too long.

Grammar


There are no spelling or grammar errors.
There are almost no spelling or grammar errors.
There are a few spelling and grammar errors.
There are many grammar and spelling errors.

Transitions/

Photos


Many well-positioned photos are included
Some photos are well positioned and included.
A few photos are included, here and there.
No photos are included at all.

Topic /

Ending Sentence


Excellent/

topic and ending sentences, very creative
Good topic and ending sentences. Somewhat creative.
Fair topic and ending sentences. Not very creative.
Poor topic and ending sentences, thus no creative effort seen.
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CREDITS & REFERENCES

http://pblmm.k12.ca.us/PBLGuide/Activities/ideabook.html
http://Pics4Learning.com/
http://www.virginia.org/site/description.asp?AttrID=20623&MGrp=1&MCat=3
http://www.dcr.state.va.us/dnh/native.htm
http://www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/nativesMD/piedmont/piedmont-shadelist.htm
http://www.trails.com/activity.asp?AreaID=%7B5370EF64-1B82-45DD-AAB9-49D6D79058D2%7D
http://tinyurl.com/d5ltc
http://www.virginiaplaces.org/regions/12piedmont.html
http://www.virginia.org/site/main.asp?Referrer=publications&id=46
http://www.abcteach.com/GraphicOrganizers/KWL.htm
http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/KWL.chart.html
http://tinyurl.com/82jor
http://www.maymont.org/
http://www.lewisginter.org/
http://www.wildflower2.org/NPIN/Organizations/Detail.asp?ID=120
http://www.piedmont.biz/
Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  







