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QUESTION


Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live the life of a famous person?  Well, here is your chance to find out.  For the next five to six weeks, you will be working as a group to research a famous Virginian.  You will learn all about his or her life from birth to adulthood.  This will be a major social studies project grade for the nine weeks grading period.  Once you have completed the research, you will use it to create a PowerPoint presentation and to write and produce a 3-part mini-series based on the life of your famous Virginian.

PLAN


Each member of the group needs to contribute equally to the final project outcome.  To assist you all in this, I have created 4 important roles – 1 for each member of the group.  While you will all contribute equally to all parts of the project, these “manager” roles will help to keep the whole group focused and on task throughout the project.  It is up to your group to decide who takes on what role.  
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Group Managers


Schedule Manager – responsible for keeping up with due dates for each part of the project, helping the group to work at a good pace in order to finish by each due date, and reminding the group of time limits along the way

Resource Manager – responsible for collecting resource materials and bringing them to the group for research as well as returning the resource materials after the research is complete; also responsible for keeping a record of the resource materials used


Task Manager – responsible for explaining each step of the project and suggesting a plan for completing each step; also responsible for making sure that everyone in the group has an equal part in each step

Records Manager – responsible for keeping and organizing all research in a safe place and for keeping track of progress made 


Once you and your group have determined who will take on each of the above roles, it is time to brainstorm a list of famous Virginians your group may be interested in researching.  You may use your textbook, encyclopedias, other resource books from the library, surf the internet, and of course, rely on your own knowledge of Virginians.  You will want to come up with at least 10 Virginians. Then, your group must come to a unanimous agreement as to which Virginian will be the one for your project.


Next, on with the research.  Use a variety of resources for your research.  It would be a smart idea to split up into pairs as you do this because you will get more research done faster.  You can use textbooks, encyclopedias, other resource books from the library, and the internet (I have listed several good sites to try, but you can find your own as well.).  As you research the famous Virginian you have chosen as a group, fill out a web like the one below to help you cover all important parts of that person’s life.

Try Some of These Websites and Links!

www.asps.k12.va.us/tucker/fvirg.htm
http://hcps2.hanover.k12.va.us/mes/treeves/famous_virginians.htm
http://www.educatetheusa.com/virginia/famous.html
http://teacherlink.org/content/social/instructional/quilt/famousvirginians1.htm
http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/schools/barrett/research/famousvaburgos.html
http://www.Virginia.org/site/features.asp?featureID=82
www.hopewell.k12.va.us/techsol/
There’s plenty more, so feel free to search for more.  Also, go to www.askjeeves.com and find out just about anything you want to know.  You will get some great links this way!
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Finally, use the information collected through your research to create a PowerPoint presentation that will be presented to the class AND to write and produce a video-taped 3-part mini-series based on your famous Virginian’s life.  The PowerPoint Presentation should cover the person’s life from birth to adulthood with a big focus on the person’s contributions to society and/or his or her “claim to fame”.  The mini-series should be a 3-part (10 minutes each part for a total of 30 minutes in length) video in which all members of the group have a role.  You will need to turn in a script of the mini-series.
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Research Web
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SCHEDULE

You will have a little over 5 weeks to complete the entire project.  We will spend the remainder of the sixth week presenting the PowerPoint presentations and mini-series videos.  The following deadlines should be met in order to complete the project within the time limits.

	Part of Project
	Time Frame

	Choose famous Virginian
	2 days

	Research
	1 week

	Create PowerPoint
	1 week

	Write script for mini-series
	1 week

	Rehearse mini-series, make props
	1 week

	Videotape final production of mini-series
	1 week


PROJECT


As you begin researching your famous Virginian, pay attention to the aspects that should be included in your research by following the research web provided.  Once you have the research done, begin planning your PowerPoint presentation.  Find interesting clip art and pictures to enhance your PowerPoint presentation.  Be sure to cover all aspects of his or her life with special emphasis on the contributions or “claim to fame” of that person.  


As you write and produce the 3-part mini-series about the life of your Virginian, be sure to include each member as an actor or actress in the mini-series.  The mini-series can be serious, comical, or a combination of both.  You decide whether it will be documentary-style (like a video report) or movie-style (like an actual reenactment of the person’s life).  It is also up to your group to decide how you will divide your mini-series into 3 parts.  You could divide it into different parts of the person’s life, different events of that person’s life, or any way that your group decides as long as the divisions make sense and aren’t simply where you stopped the video after 10 minutes of taping for each part. 


Remember to follow the schedule for each part of the project so that your group doesn’t get behind.  Also, keep all papers that go with each part completed so that you can turn in everything to me at the end.  I need to see proof of your work at each stage.

Great Clip Art Sites

www.fcps.k12.va.us/DeerParkES/kids/Virginians/virginian.htm
http://www.chipsahoy.com/people/historical1.htm
http://www.smartdraw.com/search/browse_collections.asp
ASSESSMENT


At the end of this project, you will have successfully 

1. worked as a group on a long-term project and developed 2 finished products that reflect the work you did together.

2. learned about the life of a famous Virginian and how that person impacted society.

3. used PowerPoint to create a presentation of your information.

4. written and produced a video as a 3-part mini-series.

5. enhanced your research skills.

You may view the rubrics for your self-assessment and team assessment so that you are familiar with the expectations.  You may also view the rubric for your multimedia assessment so that you are familiar with those expectations.
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