

A PBL+MM for 3rd Grade 

SOL’s

Science 3.10 

The student will investigate and understand that natural events and human influences can affect the survival of species. Key concepts include:

*the interdependency of plants

English 3.1

The student will use effective communication skills in group activities
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QUESTION

Do you know how to grow a dirt baby?

How did your dirt baby get here?

For this project your group will create a dirt baby and develop a story explaining how your dirt baby came to our classroom.

PLAN

In your assigned groups make your dirt baby and do the assignments in order to complete the project.  First, I want to know what you know now and what you will learn during this assignment about growing your dirt baby explain this to me on the KWHL Chart.

SCHEDULE

You will begin the project on Monday January 3rd.  It will last one month. The final day is January 31st.  Everything is to be handed in on February 1st.  Your group will need to create a journal of the day-to-day changes you observe in your Dirt Baby.  Use the timeline to keep track of the process of your Dirt Baby.

PROJECT

How to grow your Dirt Baby-

*Take one knee high hose per group

*Place a good pinch or two of grass seed in the toe or where you want the grass to grow.  Remember that the grass represents the “hair.”

*Pack a handful of soil in the end of the hose on top of the seed.

*Place the top of the hose (which is the bottom of the Dirt Baby) in a tall baby food jar filled with water.

*The hose will absorb the water and saturate the head of the Dirt Baby that is above the mouth of the jar.

*In 10-15 days, grass should begin to grow through the hose.  You may have to cut a few holes to aid in the growth process.

*Decorate your dirt baby, be creative.

*The dirt baby should be watered as needed.  You can cut and style the hair as needed. 

Journal

*Within your group keep a journal of the day-to-day changes you observe in your Dirt Baby.

Life Story

*Within your group name your Dirt Baby and create a life story about its journey from where it came from to our classroom (use your imagination, be creative).

ASSESSMENT

	[image: image2.png]



	Dirt Baby Life Story Paper


	

	

	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Lantz


	Date Submitted: ____________

Title of Work: ___________________



	  

Criteria
Points
4
3
2
1
 

Main/Topic Idea Sentence
Main/Topic idea sentence is clear, correctly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.

Main/Topic idea sentence is either unclear or incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.

Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.

Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is not restated in the closing sentence.

____

Supporting Detail Sentence(s)
Paragraph(s) have three or more supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.

Paragraph(s) have two supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.

Paragraph(s) have one supporting detail sentence that relate back to the main idea.

Paragraph(s) have no supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.

____

Elaborating Detail Sentence(s)
Each supporting detail sentence has three or more elaborating detail sentences.

Each supporting detail sentence has at least two elaborating detail sentences.

Each supporting detail sentence has one elaborating detail sentence.

Each supporting detail sentence has no elaborating detail sentence.

____

Legibility
Legible handwriting, typing, or printing.

Marginally legible handwriting, typing, or printing.

Writing is not legible in places.

Writing is not legible.

____

Mechanics and Grammar
Paragraph has no errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

Paragraph has one or two punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.

Paragraph has three to five punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.

Paragraph has six or more punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



	 

Teacher Comments:


MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION

As a group design a PowerPoint presentation on the life story of your groups Dirt Baby.  You will show your PowerPoint to the class on February 1st.  

	
	Dirt Baby Life Story PowerPoint
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Lantz

	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________


	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Font and background compliment each other.
Unable to see text.

Barely able to see text.

Can see text but font does not compliment background.

Text and background compliment each other.

____

Grammar errors
More than 6 grammar/spelling errors.

4-5 grammar/spelling errors.

2-3 grammar/spelling errors.

1 or no grammar/spelling errors.

____

Do slides flow
No link between the slides.

Less than half of the slides flow together.

Almost all the slides flow together.

All the slides flow together.

____

Graphics
No graphics or they do not apply.

Less than half the graphics apply.

Almost all the graphics apply.

All the graphics apply.

____

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
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