Animal Habitats
A  PBL + MM for 2nd Graders (Science)
Designed by

Vicky M. Hughes

vmhughes@henrico.k12.va.us
 [image: image1.jpg]


    [image: image2.jpg]


     [image: image3.png]@



    [image: image4.png]


      [image: image5.jpg]e:’}'}



    [image: image6.jpg]



Question:

Animals live in a variety of places.  Our class will find 6 different habitats for animals and research different animals in each. The student will investigate and understand that living things are part of a system.  How are living organisms interdependent with their surroundings?  How do habitats change over time due to many influences?  The class will make a hyper studio stack to show how animal habitats are different and they will support their investigation with an I-movie of their field trip to the zoo.
Plan:

Phase 1:  Brainstorm with the students about the differences between habitats and their characteristics: Desert, rain forest, cold places, watery places, grasslands, woodland




Resource:  Student Writing Center Pictures
Phase 2:  Group students in pairs to pick an animal they will research together. Using a KWHL to brainstorm, the students will tell what they know about the animal and its habitat.  They will be given a specific list of the facts they need to find out about their animal.



Resources:  World Book Student Discovery Encyclopedia





http://enchantedlearning.com





School Library
Phase 3:  Each pair of students will write their report and present it to the class.  Using hyper studio, the groups will make a page about their animal and list specific facts on their page along with graphics.  These will be linked together to make a class book.

Phase 4:  Using a Venn diagram the class will compare and contrast 2 animals from different habitats.  Then, do the same with 2 animals from the same habitats.

Phase 5:  A culminating activity, plan a trip to the zoo.  Using a digital video camera, take a movie of the students visiting the different animals at the zoo.  Take digital still shots too.  Download on your classroom computer for the students to view.  You can add the still shots to your hyper studio stack.

Schedule Timeline:
WEEK 1

Day 1:  Habitats

Day 2:  Group students, decide on animal

Days 3 – 5:  Research and write reports
WEEK 2

Create hyper studio stacks

Compare and contrast animals and habitats

WEEK 3

Visit the zoo.  Create an I-movie of trip to the zoo.  
Project:

Each hyper studio page must include the following information:

· habitat, description of animal, diet, continent it’s located on, enemies, influences that change the habitat

· drawn picture or photo inserted

· group names of researchers

The teacher will link the stack when all cards are complete

Assessment:  Rubric for written project
Rubric for Written Report
	Category
	 Excellent
	  Satisfactory
	Needs

Improvement

	Amount of 
Information
	All facts are given
Extra information

Is included
	Most facts were
reported
	Two or more facts
Were not given

	Mechanics
	No grammatical,
Spelling or punctuation errors
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	Many grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors

	Organization
	Information is very
organized with well

written sentences
	Information is given
But not well

constructed
	Information appears to be disorganized



Rubric for project
	Topic
	    3
	       2
	      1

	Worked Cooperatively

With partner
	
	
	

	Followed Timeline
	
	
	

	Project included all

components
	
	
	




9-8 = E



7-6 = S



5 and below = N
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