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A PBL+MM for 2nd Grade 

SOL: Science 2.4, Math 2.21, Writing 2.9

Designed by:

Nancy Bruce

ntbruce@henrico.k12.va.us
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QUESTION:

Today was a special day for Tracy!  Earlier in the week, the teacher introduced a science unit on animals.  She told them they would be learning more about mammals, fish, reptiles, birds, amphibians, and insects.  Today, Tracy’s mom was bringing into the classroom the family dog and turtle to share with the class.  As she showed off the family pets, she told them that having a pet is a big responsibility.  When Tracy's mom asked how many students wanted a pet, everyone's hand went up.  Before Tracy's mom left, she asked if there were any questions.  “Is a snake a pet?”, Tim asked.  Tracy and his class were now ready for a project on pets.  Are you ready to begin your project: “ARE YOU PET READY?”, if so keep reading!!
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PLAN:

• Make a Pet Folder for storing work; include your name and pictures of animals that you would like to have as possible pets.

• Create a KWHL Chart – Note: The teacher will record for the class what the children know about pets (“K”); what they want to know (“W”); and how they can learn more about pets (“H”).  Each student will copy the text onto their individual KWHL Chart. <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Write your own definition of what is a pet.  Write the definition on a piece of tablet paper.  Below the definition, draw a picture of what you think would be the best pet.  Share with 2 classmates orally.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Watch VHS tape on Pets (See How They Grow Series).  Add onto KWHL Chart. <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Go to library and check out books on pets.  With a classmate, select a book to read aloud.  Write the title of the book and one thing you found interesting on a piece of tablet paper. <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Brainstorm with the class answers to this question: “What does a pet need to be healthy and happy?”.  Create a chart on tablet paper that lists 5 things that you think makes a pet happy.  Put a star next to the one thing you think is the most important.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• With the class, collect the information for two graphs: “Our Pets” and “Most Wished for Pet”.  Use the information to create 2 bar graphs.  Be sure to include a title and labels for each graph.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Write a letter to your parent inviting them to visit the classroom with your pet.  Include your teacher’s email address to schedule a convenient time.  Make a copy to send and place the original in your Pet Folder.  Note: If you don’t have a pet, you may use your favorite stuffed animal.

• As “pet visitors” come to visit, measure each pet’s length in centimeters and inches.  Keep track of this information on a piece of tablet paper.  After the last pet comes in, as a class, create a pictograph showing the lengths.  <Place individual copy of graph in Pet Folder.> 

• Bring in pictures of pets for a class photo album.  Add your picture to the album with a caption.  Note: If you don’t have a pet, you may use your favorite stuffed animal.

• Write personal stories about your pet and illustrate them.  Share your story with the class orally. Note: If you don’t have a pet, you may use your favorite stuffed animal. <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Using the stories, create a class book entitled: “Our Book About Pets”.

• Participate in a discussion with a guest speaker; a local veterinarian, who talks about responsible pet care.  Before the vet arrives, write 2 questions you would like to ask the vet.  After the speaker has left, answer the 2 questions, if possible.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Conduct partner research about a specific pet.  Use library books and the encyclopedia for research.  Put findings on index cards; one fact per card.  Note: Teacher will group students into research pairs. <Place in Pet Folder.>

• With research partner, select an animal craft to make about the researched pet.  Work on the animal craft using the given materials: pipe cleaners, paper plates, styrofoam trays, construction paper, clay, straws, magnets, etc.  Make an animal mask, paper bag puppet, card with rhyme or jingle, or anything you and your partner agree on.  Go to this website for ideas: http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/themes/pets.shtml
Then, make the craft.

• Use HyperStudio, with research partner, to make a card about the researched animal pet.  Include specific facts about the animal and how to take care of it as well as a visual and a button to link to the class stack.  Print a copy of the card.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Complete the KWHL chart by filling in the “L” section with what you have learned.  <Place in Pet Folder.>

• Participate in classroom discussion, “Are You Pet Ready?”.
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SCHEDULE:

Place a check mark next to each item, when completed.

Week One:
_____ Pet Folder

_____ KWH Chart

_____ Pet Definition

_____ Video

_____ Library Book 

Week Two:

_____ Healthy and Happy Pet Chart

_____ “Our Pets” and “Most Wished for Pet” Graphs 

_____ Parent Pet Letter

_____ “Pet Length Pictograph” 

_____ Class Pet Album Entry

Week Three:

_____ Pet Story 

_____ Veterinary Questions and Answers

Week Four:

_____ Partner Research 
_____ Pet Craft 

Week Five:

_____ HyperStudio Card

_____ Completed KWHL 

_____ Participated in class discussion, “Are You Pet Ready?”
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PROJECT:

You now know the plan and schedule, and I am sure you “Are Pet Ready”!  Before you begin, are there any questions?  This is an independent project, but I will always be here to answer questions and help out in any way.  Just ask!  When this project is completed, we will have a new class book to read, a class HyperStudio stack to share, and a class pet album to view.  Not to mention that, our bookcase will have many pet crafts on display!  If you “Are Pet Ready”, I wonder what new pet you will be begging your parents for next!  
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ASSESSMENT:

At the end of this project, you will have successfully:

1. Worked with a partner on a long-term project and developed 2 finished products that reflect the work you did together.

2.  Decided if you “Are Pet Ready”!

                              Project Rubric

CRITERIA
Points


1
2
3
4


Quality of Pet Folder


Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Uses time wisely
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


            Works cooperatively
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Creative animal craft
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Good listener
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


                                                        TOTAL 


Teacher Comments:

                     20-16= E          15-9= S           8 and below = N

Hyper Studio Rubric

CRITERIA
Points


1
2
3
4


Works cooperatively
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Follows timeline
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Information is well organized         with well written sentences
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Includes a creative visual
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


Accurately completes a HyperStudio stack button
Poor
Good
Very Good
Excellent


                                                        TOTAL 


Teacher Comments:

               20-16= E          15-9= S           8 and below = N

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION:

This project has demonstrated to the class that there are many different types of pets. One way to decide on the perfect pet for you is to research different types of pets.  Invite other 2nd grade classes to use the class HyperStudio stack to learn more about animals that could be pets.  I wonder what pet they will choose as their favorite, if they “Are Pet Ready”.
CREDITS & REFERENCES:
http://www.project-approach.com/examples/previous/petdot.htm
http://search2.intel.com/corporate/default.aspx?culture=en-US&q=pets&x=29&y=12
http://enchantedlearning.com
http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/themes/pets.shtml
Adapted from a template from the WebQuest Page.  Updated Spring 2003.
